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The Journey in the Holy Spirit

“But a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from
his roots a bud shall blossom. The spirit of the LORD
shall rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, a spirit of counsel and of strength, a spirit
of knowledge and of fear of the Lord.” (Isaiah 11:3) What
Isaiah the Prophet described were the characteristics of the
Messiah. When we were baptized, we became Jesus’
disciples. But at the same time, we also accepted the Holy
Spirit’s grace. Therefore when adults receive the
Sacraments of Initiation, they always receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation immediately subsequent to the
Sacrament of Baptism. Although newborns do not receive
the Sacrament of Confirmation when they are baptized,
they are anointed so that they could also share the duties of
Jesus as king, prophet and priest.

Newborns then grow up to be children under the influence
of Jesus’ loving spirit. At the age when they become
independent, they receive the Sacrament of Confirmation,
hence recognizing God’s work placed upon them.
Although the type of grace each of us is blessed with
differs, the support and appreciation we get from our
family and friends are most eminent. Therefore the
celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation is not merely
a graduation ceremony from our first catechism class but
signifies the continuing celebration in the Holy Spirit of
our rebirth in Christ. For this reason parents, not simply
replaceable by catechists, must accompany their children
on the road of development in faith.
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Man-Made Hurricane

A lot of people are asking why our compassionate God
would allow all kinds of natural disaster to happen. Why
the tsunami in Asia? Why the Hurricane Katrina?

Tsunami and hurricane happen naturally, that is,
something unstoppable by mankind. However, the damage
caused by them can be prevented. The death toll resulted
from the tsunami in Southern Asia could have been
significantly reduced. According to an article in the
Reader’s Digest, an amateur specialist once warned the
Governments in Southern Asia about the tsunami
immediately before it happened. However, due to the effect
it will have on tourism, the devastating news was not
released to the public. Thus, a lot of people were not able
to escape in time.

According to another article, in New Orleans, which is
now plummeted in suffering and misery, about 80% of the
population has fled the city before Katrina arrived. The
remaining ones are the old, the sick, and the poor, with a
majority of them being Black people.

These unfair scenes happen a lot in societies that consist of
a huge disparity between the rich and the poor. Countries
which care only about personal benefits are causing more
harm than the tsunami and the hurricane.

If we don’t spread around our society the idea of
dispensation according to the Good News of the Gospel, we
will all be walking towards the road of self destruction.
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Blessing in Disguise

Four years ago on September the 11th, terrorists destroyed the
World Trade Center in New York. This event shocked the world
and it was a wake-up call for many; forcing them to further
contemplate the meaning of many things around them, of how
futile and empty worldly things can be.Many people showed
compassion towards those who are suffering, even in the midst of
an impersonal and cold metropolitan city. New York has
transformed into a community of compassion, and many New
Yorkers have returned to the church.

Behind the many acts of charity and compassion, there are stories
of great sacrifice. Brother Roger Schultz, who had just reached
the age of 90, was killed on August 16th by a mentally disturbed
woman in the middle of evening prayer, in the midst of a
thousand young people. When he died, he was still poised for
prayer.Brother Roger established the Taize community in World
War II in order to hide refugees of war. It later became a center
of spirituality as every year young people from around the world
gather in Taize to pray together. Some stay for a weekend, others
stay for up to 3 months.Br. Roger’s death occurred just a few days
before World Youth Day. It seems to be a coincidence, and one
can say that it is God’s will. This old man who spent his life
serving young people, is perhaps now praying for these young
people from his place in heaven. In his 2005 letter to world
youths, Br. Roger quoted the prophet Jeremiah, and wrote: “God
has plans for a future of peace for you, not of misfortune; God
wants to give you a future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

Let us not be discouraged, for Christ has conquered the world.
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Facing the World

On September 3, two young Torontonians put down
their work and walked two thousand kilometers from
Saint John, Newfoundland to Toronto in order to raise
funds that would go towards tuition for children in
Guangzxi, China. They personally paid for all expenses
for the trip.

These two friends are Eddie Hui and Tony Wong; both
emigrated from Hong Kong and now work for the mass
media. Their trip stemmed from the Growing Seeds
Project organized by the Culture Regeneration Research
Society. Details can be found at www.crrstoronto.org.

Moreover since the beginning of this year, Winnie
Yang, one of the Sunday school catechists from our
parish, joined World Vision’s poverty relief efforts and
is now servicing communities in Xinjiang.

We all have different ideas and goals for our lives but it
is important to lead meaningful and constructive lives.
If you have the chance, it may be worth it to break away
from your individual normality and demonstrate to
others the philanthropic spirit that has been long
forgotten in our society.



BEHXIHG "BEEE) ORE

ZE , BRRZWRE  R—EBRZTLA—1E
wh, B—EERFHBESENABRELEA, B
REHARG , B—HE , BHELE , HEECHER
ERE  BUHBHEXRERRERS TIBRES ; YRR
RERBHER, KALVE. £BHETLHNE
%

HRERZE  EBOFIMBERRE "REMRER B
FHZ=E , SIAFRHE Sharia EREEEFRAMFIHK
ENERBE , TIBEsIE "FHHRER) AL
R¥t, BTEEZEAN , ZEE R Dalton McGuinty B
B+—HEM , BB XBREERREAMITILE
ER IS 1R A9 4R 1%

BERBREIZNEREZERZING . FEL , XE
HEWRASIA "REMEER, ZREERER,

ZMEBBENNAT=ZHRLER . BEREIHT,
R-BER K BHEESHEEHERNMFR , BHE
HEEEEREEESNRIBTEM,

9



The Media’s Misunderstanding on “Court of
Matrimony” Of the Catholic Church

Ontario, particularly Toronto, stands out as a multi-
cultural and diverse society. Every race and religion has
its own set of ordinance and law. For example, every
diocese of the Catholic Church, based on its Canon Law,
has its marriage court, to verify whether the parishioners
have taken The sacrament of Matrimony. The principles
of arbitration are based on free will, maturity of the mind
and the commitment to conceive and raise their children.

Some Muslims in Ontario take advantages of the Ontario
Arbitration Act, make use of the Sharia to deal with the
marriage matters of the Muslims. Nevertheless, it aroused
objections from the people who fight for the Rights of the
women. On September 11, in order to pacify the matters,
the Premier of Ontario, Dalton MccGuinty, announced
that the Ontario government will not support the marriage
regulations established by the various races and religions.

The media misunderstood that the Marriage Court of the
Catholic Church was also affected. As a matter of fact, the
Catholic Church has never used the Ontario Arbitration
Act to deal with marriage cases.

On September 13, the Archdiocese of Toronto announced
that according to the tradition, the Roman Catholic
Church absolutely respected the approach of the local
courts in  dealing with the arbitration of
marriage. Besides, the church is also uninvolved in
matters relating to adoption and alimony.

10
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WORLD MISSION SUNDAY October 23,
2005 LOVE is itself Gift. GIVE then with
LOVE!

My dear Friends in Christ,

On October 23rd we mark World Mission Sunday
2005. For the Church in the poorest countries of our
world, it is a day of great importance. But it is also a
day that is critical for us here in Canada.

Each of us shares in the responsibility to make the
Gospel of Jesus known. Much of our missionary work
takes place in very poor countries without ordinary
resources for Church development. Our mutual love
and concern for those in need tests the authenticity of
our Eucharistic celebrations.

Let us take advantage of this World Mission Sunday to
learn how the faith is enriching the lives of so many.
Let us pray for the Church’s missionary work and
offer the financial help that our means allow.

It is up to each one of us to be “bread, broken for the
life of the world”. God bless you for your generous
response to this call.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Aloysius Card. Ambrozic
Archbishop of Toronto
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Hallowe’en

In the Western society, Hallowe’en is celebrated on the
eve of October 31 every year. Little children like to put
on costumes to go trick or treating from door to door.

According to a religious programme channel in Ohio,
more than 50% of Catholics do not agree with
celebrating Hallowe’en. The reason is because the
tradition stems from ‘anti-Christ’ supporters, and that
the strange costumes are not congruent with Christian
values.

However other religious leaders disagree. They say that
wherever there are people who are for Christ, there will
be people who are against Christ. Furthermore,
Hallowe’en refers to All Hallow Eve, which is the eve
before the Solemnity of All Saints on November 1. In
today’s society, children dress up to become a ‘monster’
or a fantasy character and adults decorate the house in a
scary and gruesome setting — the sole purpose is for
enjoyment; to spice up their daily lives.

Most importantly, we must remember that the day after
Hallowe’en is All Saints Day, and that we should
imitate the way the Saints follow Jesus and live as
shining examples of faith.

14
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Spirit of Life

The Spirit of Life is a non-profit organization which was recently
established in York Region. This organization is focused on
children with special needs and developmental
disabilities. Thomas Li, one of the active members, was
originally a social worker. He observed that many parents were
not aware of the symptoms of developmental disability; especially
in the Chinese community. It seems that parents with children
who are diagnosed with Attention Deficit and Hyperactive
Disorder or Autism do not find it easy to share this with
others. With the sponsorship of the Ontario Trillium
Foundation, the mission statement of the organization is to
enhance the quality of life for individuals with developmental
disabilities and other special needs through education and
support.

From Mr. Li’s experience, once the parents understand the
source behind the children’s problems - problems such as
hyperactivity, an inability to control emotions, learning
disability, or prone to conflicts with others — their tolerance for
the children greatly increase. They realize that the children do
not behave badly on purpose. It is because part of their body is
not in balance. For those parishioners who want more
information, Spirit of Life will be hosting a workshop at our
parish, on Sunday, November 27, from 3:30pm to 5:00pm. They
will be presenting information related to the diagnosis, cure and
education of hyperactive children. The workshop is free and all
parishioners are welcome.Whether a child is normal, or if he/she
has a little defect; they remain God’s children. They will always
be in need of love and care. Jesus said, “Whatsoever you do to
the least of my brothers, that you do unto me!” May the Spirit of
Life be a voice of love for the Chinese community of the Greater
Toronto Area.
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Breaking through the wall of self-centeredness

I attended a continuing education workshop organized by the
Archdiocese of Toronto from October 17 to 20. This year’s
theme was, “Taking up the role as a pastor in a multicultural
society”.

Only half of the 800 priests serving in the Archdioceses or at
other posts were born and raised in Canada. The rest came from
different ethnicities, with the majority being Filipinos.

During a small group discussion, I shared with the group how I
feel, “Due to the different languages spoken and cultural
diversity, I sometimes feel isolated during these gatherings with
the other religious people.” One of the priests responded, saying,
“I am a Canadian from day one. At first glance, it may seem like
I have a lot of friends sharing the same background as
mine. However, I do feel isolated at times too.” He was not
trying to console me, but wanted to grasp the opportunity to
encourage all of us to do our part in harmonizing our society.

To be honest, I don’t always feel that I’'m being
isolated. However, I like to remind myself that if I wanted to
mingle with the others, I need to initiate the
conversation. Socializing should start from me.
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Sacred Water

The Archbishop of Toronto published a notice on October
25th asking all parishes to support a petition campaign
organized by The Organization of Development and
Peace. The petition plans to encourage the Canadian
government to urge other world leaders to veto the
privatization of drinking water at the World Summit so that
people all around the world can enjoy clean drinking water.

The organization of Development and Peace is a Canadian
Catholic social service organization, under the Caritas
Internationalis. Since 2003, the group has launched an
educational movement that is to last three years. The theme
for 2003 was: “Water is a sacred gift from God, and a
necessity, for all mankind.” The Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops also issued a declaration in the same year:
“Access to drinking water is a basic right for all
citizens. Therefore governments should not permit the
export of drinking water for the purpose of generating profits
or barter drinking water as leverage for trade
negotiations. Drinking water should not be privatized.”

In the second year of its campaign, the Organization of
Development and Peace forwarded a request to the World
Bank. It demanded that the World Bank utilizes its influence
to urge the developed countries to cease employing
privatization of drinking water as one of the criteria for loan
grants to South Africa. This petition received 9,100 signatures
from parishioners and students in the first year in the
Toronto archdiocese. In the second year the number of
petitions grew to 10,300. Therefore the archbishop hopes
that parishioners will continue to support this significant
movement.
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C-407 Bill

In June 2005, Francine Lalonde, a Quebecois, announced
the private member’s Bill — to legalize “euthanasia” and
“Doctors’ assisted suicidal behavior”. The first reading
had already been passed. Irwin Cotler, the attorney
General was indifferent to what had been passed by the
Senate regarding the illegality of euthanasia. He
requested to forward and discuss the C-407 Bill in the
House of Commons to make it lawful in the Federal
Government.The editorials in October 23 and November 6
of the Catholic Register stated that “euthanasia” is equal to
homicide. At the same time, it destroys the relationship of
trust between patients and doctors. Due to lack of
resources from the Government, treatment for chronic
physical and mental sickness easily arouse misunder-
standing and fear among patients.

The Catholic Register stated that Pope John Paul II died
with dignity. But Sue Rodrigues ended her own life by
suicidal method. She did not die with dignity.Our life
comes from God. Only when we make good use of our life
and sacrifice our life for others can we claim to lead a
dignified life and die with dignity. All the pain and
sorrow that come with life can join together with the
suffering of Christ to bring salvation to the world.

(P.S. T encourage all of you to participate in the Caribbean
Christmas concert on Saturday, November 26, at 8§:00pm
in our parish. This fundraising activity is organized by
Fr. Ho Lung. The donation is for the poor of Jamaica. )
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A different kind of Singer — David Parkes

David Parkes is an Irishman born in 1955. When he
was younger he was a professional soccer player as well
as the lead singer and founder of a band called the
‘David Parkes Band’. However God had other plans for
him. In the year 1977 when he was at the peak of his
career, he was diagnosed with Crohn’s Disease, and the
doctors were baffled. In the year 1990 after his tenth
surgery, the doctor said to him, “We have done all we
can.” At around the same time, his first-born son had
health problems. David completely lost trust in God.

Fortunately, David had a group of friends who wished
for him to regain his trust in God. So they gave David
and his wife plane tickets to Medjugorje, where they
spent their honeymoon. While David was in
Medjugorje, he recovered completely from his disease.

Thus, David Parkes decided to spend the rest of his life
proclaiming the love of God by songs and praise.In
1992, he composed a song that gives praise to life — “Let
Me Live”, and he performed this song in Ireland in
front of Mother Teresa and 30,000 audiences.David
Parkes will be visiting Toronto and will be sharing on two
occasions - one on Saturday, November 26, 7:00pm at Mt.
Carmel’s Church, the other at our parish on Monday,
November 28, after the 8:00pm mass. All parishioners are
welcome to attend and praise God!
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Here I am, Lord!

Beginning on the second Sunday of Advent, the Parish
Vocation Team will be promoting a program which
encourages prayer for our youths. The program is
called “Here I am, Lord!” It is easy to participate —
young discerners need only to write down their name
and age, and put it in the designated box. The youths
can even use a nick name. It is not necessary to write
down any hopes and aspirations, because God already
knows what they are. At the same time, parishioners
who would like to pray for these young people can fill
out their names, phone number or email, so that they
may be asked in the future to pray for a young
discerner.

The ‘Here I am, Lord’ program this year is different
from prior programs such as ‘Call by Name, Pray by
Name’. The ‘Here I am, Lord’ program does not limit
the content of the prayers to religious vocations, rather
it is based on the youth’s aspirations; such as the
aspiration to become an engineer, a lawyer, a doctor,
and of course, religious vocations are included in the
prayer intentions as well.

No matter which vocation or lifestyle one chooses — it
requires a passion for serving others, a sense of
determination, and a willingness to sacrifice oneself. I
encourage all young people to become actively involved
in social work; and to portray the spirit of the Gospel by
living selflessly.
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Rose of Sharon

In 1982, members of a prayer group at the Good Shepherd
Sisters’ Farm at Regina Mundi were aware of the needs of
young single mothers and the lack of services available to
them in the York Region. Therefore, they initiated some
fundraising activities and a plan of action. In 1985, under
the sponsorship of Catholic Community Services, a
residence was established in Aurora to accommodate up to
seven young mothers and their babies. The name of the
residence was ‘Rose of Sharon’ (Rose of Sharon is a flower
native to the west of Israel and Asia; it is a symbol of love
and care for life. It is also the national flower of
Korea.) Not long afterwards, a Parent-child Drop-In
Centre and a Community Outreach/After Program was also
established.

In the fall of 1994, the Province of Ontario passed new
legislation which restricted the authority Rose of Sharon
had over the use of the Residences. However, outreach
services continued to operate. Every Christmas, Rose of
Sharon donates Christmas Baskets to young mothers and
their babies. The new address of the Rose of Sharon is: 361
Eagle Street, Newmarket, ON L3Y 1K5.

Website:www.therose.ca

Contact: Information@therose.ca

Telephone: 905-853-5514

If you would like the church to give on your behalf, please
contact the parish administration office directly at
905-294-1377.

Let us give our support and best wishes to all young
mothers who love and defend life
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Those who have the will, will eventually succeed

A 12 year old child from Toronto named Craig Kielburger
was searching in the newspapers for comic strips on a
morning in 1995 when he came across an article, “Battled
Child Labour, Boy, 12, Murdered.” He was puzzled by the
news and wanted to investigate. With his parents’
permission, he set off with a young Toronto humanitarian
to Bangladesh, Thailand, India Nepal and Pakistan to visit
the children for seven weeks.

Craig came to realize that it was a waste of time opposing
child labour because the root causes of the problem are
poverty and lack of education. So he founded the
organization, Free the Children, when he came back to
Canada. Free the Children aims to raise youths’ awareness
about child labour in developing countries and collect
donations for building schools in areas of poverty. He
believes that youths can also achieve something when they
are still young and do not have to wait till they grow up to
contribute to the society.

Within the past ten years, over one million youths
participated in the program and helped to build over 400
schools in areas of poverty across 45 countries.Craig is
currently studying at the University of Toronto. His
brother, Mac, has just graduated with a law degree from
Harvard University and has taken up the position as legal
consultant for the organization. Their motto is “Me to We”
(fulfilling others’ needs as our responsibility). Website:
www.freethechildren.com

30



t EH AR

=FH , BNEE-NFEPRR  iEEAFT , 205
H+ANERE  BNETHEBARNEERR. H
X, BAERETE  BE-LEREM , AREE
HABRPHBERTS L ARKER K BERENRE
Mo fare: EERMHEE  eBESESHNHE, B
HREE , EMERNBNT , AEERBRER , UUE
BRERAE. R, RENREBERNER. 88T,
RIEFRBTHHEESR  SIBRZENERINEER
BOTRETE, MAFEERAESMEER , UEE
HmEREm.

RAEER , BHERIAULTHRSF, —ANEF—A
—HRUNHEES L BENRBBIHE , BRAX
EE A H#EHEZ LBIRE,

HEAEBORZL , B5IA THIRNL BB, BIAA
F&  EIER  ARE-—RA, HEEBEMHTX
BRZ , B "HRN, ANESEA  BEREESELH
FE—HERK,

31



World Trade Organization

Three years ago, I went with a group of young parishioners
to Mexico for participating in a 10-day Learning Camp.
The purpose of the camp is to acquaint ourselves with the
living conditions of the residents there. On one of those
days, we had to go to the markets to buy some farm
products, then go to foreign-owned supermarkets and
purchase similar products with the same amount of money.
The result was that we could buy a bigger quantity for the
same price at supermarkets. The reason is simple:
governments of rich nations subsidize their farm products
in order to lower the cost of production. As a result,
farmers of the poor nations are the ones who suffer most. It
is no wonder that the meeting of the World Trade
Organization recently held in Hong Kong drew protests by
farmers from many countries. The demonstrators hope
that government subsidies for farm products can be
banned. This is the only way farmers from different
countries can compete fairly.

The goal of the World Trade Organization (WTO), which
was established on January 1, 1995, is to protect all
member nations in free trade through commercial
agreements.

The establishment of the WTO was to incorporate the
“Global Village” concept — where everyone is equal,
borders and boundaries disappear and all mankind is one
family. Although the WTO has much more work to do,
everyone in the “Global Village” can also guide and lead us
to the aim of peace and unity. Craig Kielburger, who was
introduced last week, is a good example.
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Vote for Life

In this year’s Christmas letter to priests, Cardinal
Ambrozic mentioned the importance of encouraging all
parishioners to vote in the federal election to be held on
January 23. He pointed out, “This is the best opportunity
for parishioners to fulfill their civic duty as citizens.” He
hopes the newly elected MPs will respect life and respect
traditional marriage.

The Toronto Chinese Catholic Task Force (TCCT), which
is formed by the four Chinese parishes of Toronto, will
soon provide a summary of the positions on key issues of
the various candidates in our ridings in order to help us in
our decision on who to vote for.

The members of TCCT had coordinated the participation
of the 4 Chinese parishes in the “March for Marriage” in
Ottawa, and also recently held the Public Forum against
Euthanasia.Many feel that their vote cannot change the
deeply entrenched political reality. That is, in fact, not true
because when politicians realize the wishes of the majority,
they will alter their platforms. In this election, even
though the candidates who support life and respect
traditional marriage may not win, the promotion of the
culture of life will be moved forward. Let us cast a vote for
Life!
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Stephen Ministries

In 1975, Rev. Kenneth C. Haugk, a Lutheran minister
serving in St. Louis in the United States, founded the
Stephen Ministries. This group aims to serve members of
the church who are struggling with difficult issues such as
divorce, drug addiction, unemployment or relationship
problems. The volunteers of this group are forbidden to
help financially; moreover they are not expected to solve
the problems on behalf of those they help. The volunteers
need only to know how to listen intently.

There are 300,000 volunteers who have received training
by this group, serving different parishes. The group takes
its name “Stephen” from one of the first seven deacons of
the early church. Due to Stephen’s gifts of eloquence and
competence, he was envied by the Jews and was stoned to
death at Jerusalem’s west gate, called the Lion’s Gate. The
primary work of the seven deacons was to assist the
apostles in equitably allocating the material goods among
members of the community, as the members of the early
relinquished ownership of all possessions to the apostles
for the community.As a true companion to one another, we
must put oneself in other’s shoes on the one hand, but, on
the other hand, also maintain a healthy and balanced
mental state for ourselves. This is not an easy task;
therefore it requires training, prayer and a spirit of trust
and reliance in God. Otherwise, it would be easy for the
roles to be reversed in which case the volunteer would be
the one that needs help in return.

For information on the Stephen Ministries, visit
www.stephenministries.org. If you feel our parish should
start this ministry, please contact me directly.
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Joint Apostolic Ministry

The Vatican has declared January 15 as World Day of
Migrants and Refugees. Concurrently, the Archdiocese
of Toronto announced that the Joint Apostolic Ministry
has been founded in November 2005.

This is a collaborative program of the religious
communities of men and women in the Archdiocese of
Toronto, and the focus of this group is to assist refugee
families with integration into their new milieu. The
concept originated in the fall of 2003. After two years of
planning, the service is now on a two-year run, after
which evaluations and amendments will take place.

This “pastoral service” is currently seeking appropriate
candidates to take up the coordination role. They are
also in need of volunteers to act as “buddies”.In 1959,
the Archdiocese of Toronto established the Catholic
Cross-cultural Services, providing new immigrants with
information, job opportunities, counseling, training in
languages and many other free-of-charge services.

The address and phone number of the service center is
as follows: 780 Birchmount Rd., Unit 3, Scarborough
Phone: 416-757-7010. During the early days of the
Church, receiving visitors into homes was an act of
charity. Nowadays, we may have some friends who are
new immigrants and need assistance in different aspects
in life. If we could not provide them with the
appropriate help ourselves, we may direct them to the
aforementioned services.
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Gathered in My Name

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will take place from
January 22 to January 29 in Canada this year. This event marks
the time when the whole world would pray together for
ecumenism. The event was started by a Christian organization
from Scotland in the 18th century. Since 1948, the World Council
of Churches and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian
Unity together have drafted the program for the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity each year. In 1994, the Faith and Order
Commission was established, which is now responsible for
drafting the program for the annual Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity.

The theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity this year
2006 is “Gathered in My Name”, which is an excerpt from the
Book of Matthew Chapter 18 Verse 20: “For where two or three
are gathered together in my name, I am there among them.”

The first topic for contemplation is: “One Lord, one faith, one
baptism.” (Ephesians 4:5)

The second topic for contemplation is: “You also ought to wash
one another’s feet.” (John 13:14)

The third topic for contemplation is: “The Lord waits to be
gracious to you.” (Isaiah 30:18)

The fourth topic for contemplation is: “Not seven times, but, I
tell you, seventy-seven times.” (Matthew 18:22)

The fifth topic for contemplation is: “The Lord of hosts is with
us.” (Psalm 46)

The sixth topic for contemplation is: “So it is not the will of your
Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.”
(Matthew 18:14)

The seventh topic for contemplation is: “Whoever welcomes one
such child in my name welcomes me.” (Matthew 18:5)

The eighth topic for contemplation is: “On that day you will
know that I am in my Father, and you in me,

and I in you.” (John 14:20)
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Unity and Jesus Forsaken

We all find it a pity that Fr. Huang decided to leave the
Chinese Martyrs Catholic Church. I respect his personal
decision and I will pray for him. I wish that he will find
peace and happiness wherever he goes.I participated in a
spiritual gathering in Rome from January 10 to 13. There
were over 800 priests present. Most of them came from
European countries. The theme of the meeting was the
relationship between ‘unity’ and ‘the forsaken Jesus’. The
will of Jesus is clearly seen when He prayed in the Cenacle,
‘that they may all be one!” However, for the peace and
happiness of mankind, He was willing to give up
everything, not only His physical life, but also His
spiritual life. He experienced the pain of being forsaken
by His father. On the cross, He cried out loudly ‘My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’

When we are down and blue, or when we cannot find the
way out, please do not forget that it is not the end of the
world as Jesus had already experienced all these sufferings
before. He sacrificed everything just because of His love
for us. We can also put all our suffering, disappointment,
doubts and darkness in Jesus’ hand, to start a new
beginning; to live in love and also live up to God’s
will. When we wilfully not to live only for ourselves, then
we can experience the true freedom within. When we
have sinned against God, we should come to His cross, to
taste the great mercy and love of Christ; He is willing to
sacrifice His life for the redemption of our sins.
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Deus Caritas Est — The Encyclical Letter

On January 25, Pope Benedict XVI issued his first
encyclical to the Church with the title Deus Caritas Est.
The content can be separated into two parts — the first part
reflects on love in its origin, while the second part
highlights how the Church should practise love in serving
the world and those in need with charity and justice.

The Pope writes: “The conception of love for humanity
today leans towards 'erotic love' (love of attraction) instead
of 'agape' (unconditional love which is sacrificial and with
respect for others).” The Pope provides a way to achieve a
balance between the two: to emphasize the relationship
between oneself and God; and to understand God’s love for
mankind through the suffering of Christ. The Pope says,
“If we do not come to know the relationship between God
and self, then it will be difficult to recognize God in
others.”

The important point in the second part of the encyclical is
that the Church cannot and must not take upon herself to
bring about the most just society possible as it is the
political responsibility of the State. The Church's role is to
awaken the spiritual energy of its adherents through
teachings that reflect the spirit of the gospel. And it can
never use its social service to the community as a means of
engaging in what is nowadays considered proselytism”.

Lastly, the Pope encourages Catholics to pray frequently.
From past experience, the Church has relied on the power
of prayers to resolve many difficult issues from different
parts of the world.
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Chinese Pastoral Council

February 6 is a day to remember, as the Chinese
Pastoral Council was formally established on this day.
This Council consists of all the Chinese priests in the
archdiocese, with Bishop Grecco, Vicar General, as the
convener. The purpose of establishing the Council is to
let the archdiocese understand the needs of Chinese
parishioners, and to provide opportunities for
cooperation among the Chinese parishes. At present,
there are four ethnic pastoral councils already
established: Spanish, Portuguese, Italian and Filipino.

Msgr. Marco Laurencic, who is responsible for Priests’
Personnel in the Archdiocese, said, ‘The functioning of
this Council can help me understand more the different
needs of each parish.” Bishop Grecco encourages us to
maintain a close link to the Archdiocese in order to
reach the goal of sharing in responsibilities.

Fr. Charles Anang, whose native country is Trinidad
and now serves at St. Augustine’s Seminary, hopes that
we all pray often for vocation.

Let us remember to ask blessings for the new Chinese

Pastoral Council in our prayers, so that it will fulfill its
mission of mutual support and encouragement.
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The Trusted Companion

Fr. David McLeod was recently ordained in the hands of
Bishop Donald Theriault, who is the Military Ordinary of
Canada, at St. Joseph’s Basilica in Edmonton on December
3, 2005. Fr. David came from Toronto. His earlier wish to
become a clergy was not fulfilled. However, in his youth
days, he traveled all over Europe, and later joined the
Canadian forces in Edmonton. He attained the rank of
'major' in the army and was eventually admitted to pursue
courses at St. Augustine's Seminary where he obtained a
Master's degree in theology.

Recently, he served as a stand-in army chaplain in
Afghanistan for six weeks. He said that every day the
young soldiers faced the danger of being killed. It was
natural that they would feel lonely and homesick. Fr.
David's role was to be their companion and shared with
them their concerns. As a result, they were able to build up
a trusting relationship. Although the life-style of Fr. David
and the soldiers was very monotonous, their fellowship did
help them become more autonomous.

In 2002, I personally had the opportunity of studying a
biblical course on “St. Luke” with Fr. David at St.
Michael’s College. He was an approachable person and I
was deeply impressed by his friendliness. May God bless
him and his life with the army, so that he can bring a sense
of enthusiasm and hope to all the soldiers, especially those
engage in battles.
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Message of His Holiness Benedict XVI for Lent 2006

Pope Benedict XVI recently issues the theme of the Lenten
season for this year, namely “Jesus, at the sight of the crowds, was
moved with pity.” (Matthew 9:36) At the beginning, the Pope
first states that the Lenten season is the time for us to walk
towards the grace of God. Just as it is mentioned in Psalm 23:
The Lord leads us out from the valley of darkness to a place of
joy, peace, and love. He also quotes from our former Pope John
Paul II’s Personal Reflections-Memory and Identity that “divine
limit imposed upon evil”. The Pope also spends a considerable
amount of time on “Populorum Progressio”, because Jesus “is
also moved with pity” on our families. He quotes The Encyclical
Populorum Progressio of Pope Paul VI that “may the day come
when international relationships will be characterized by respect
and friendship, when mutual cooperation will be the hallmark of
collaborative efforts, and when concerted effort for the
betterment of all nations will be regarded as a duty by every
nation.” Thus, it brings out the idea of “the primary contribution
that the Church offers to the development of mankind and
peoples does not consist merely in material means or technical
solutions. Rather, it involves the proclamation of the truth of
Christ, Who educates consciences and teaches the authentic
dignity of the person and of work.”

The Pope then states that we Catholics should fast, pray, and give
alms during the Lenten season, so that it will match Jesus’ spirit
of “at the sight of the crowd, (He) was moved with pity.” The
Pope also said that “We cannot ignore the fact that many
mistakes have been made in the course of history by those who
claimed to be disciples of Jesus. Very often, when having to
address grave problems, they have thought that they should first
improve this world and only afterwards turn their minds to the
next.” “In experiencing His mercy through the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, we will discover a ‘gaze’.” ”I commend to her
(Mary) in particular the multitudes who suffer poverty and cry
out for help, support, and understanding.”
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As If Witnessed by Self

Founder of L’Arch, Jean Vanier, and founder of Hospice
Movement of Canada, Dr. Balfour Mount, shared their
experience in front of more than two hundred politicians
at the Parliament Hill on December 31, 2005. Jean Vanier
said: “When my mother passed away, I took in Lucien (a
disabled middle-aged man who cannot walk nor speak) to
live in my house. His only way of expression was by
screaming. I was very angry with him at that moment,
sprouted resentment against him in my heart, and realized
that I myself was becoming also delusional. Then I realized
that I also was very weak and helpless and needed Jesus’
cure. We can only escape the dead-end alley with help of
love and mutual support.”

Dr. Mount is a surgical oncologist. He said: “Ken was a
terminal cancer patient transferred from the prison. I
resented him at first because he was a convict. However,
we later became very good friends. His past reminds me to
live my life with a grateful heart. His father was an
alcoholic and his mother gave birth to him in a prison. But
in fact, I myself have many flaws. We should continuously
strive in the cyclic process of “wounded” and “being
healed”. During this process, we may feel that life is
“isolated” and “meaningless” but at the same time from
our miserable experiences, we can discover a renewed
energy to live in the present moment.”As Lent begins, let
us learn to put down our past selves and live out the
selfless spirit of the Good News. Let us also pray for our
new Joseph Card. Zen. May God grant him the ability to
accomplish the Holy Mission delegated to him by our Holy
Father.
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Repentance and Renewal

The story of Zacchaeus the tax collector is about repentance and
renewal. (Luke 19: 1-10) One day, Jesus passed through the
town of Jericho. Now a man there named Zacchaeus, who was a
chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, was seeking to see who
Jesus was; but he could not see him because of the crowd, for he
was short in stature. So he climbed a sycamore tree in order to see
Jesus. Jesus looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, today I must
stay at your house." When the crowd saw this, they began to
grumble, saying, "He has gone to stay at the house of a sinner."
But Zacchaeus was moved by Jesus’ display of love. He stood
there and said to the Lord, "Behold, half of my possessions, Lord,
I shall give to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from
anyone I shall repay it four times over."

And Jesus exclaimed, "Today salvation has come to this
house!”Once Zacchaeus got to know Jesus, money was no longer
the most important thing in his life. We do not know the fate of
Zacchaeus, but from then onwards it was certain that he no
longer let money run his life. God is generous to each of us. He
hopes that each person will respond generously in return.

Originally, there was to be a communal reconciliation with
general absolution on March 26 as well as on April 1. As a result
of a discussion with Bishop Boissonneau, these have been
cancelled. The reason is because our parish has held the Holy
Hour every evening for the past two years, where parishioners
could receive the sacrament of reconciliation. Hence, a
communal reconciliation is no longer necessary. According to
Canon Law, the absolution of mortal sin also requires an
individual reconciliation following a communal reconciliation. I
encourage each parishioner to receive the sacrament of
reconciliation either at the Holy Hour, or before/after mass.
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Second Lay Movements Conference - Archdiocese of
Toronto

The Archdiocese will be holding the Second Lay
Movements Conference at St. Roch’s Parish on April 1.
Bishop Grecco, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese, is the
main driving force. The aim of this conference is to enable
the 200 or so lay movements within the Archdiocese to get
to know each other and to exchange ideas. His Eminence
Cardinal Ambrozic will preside over the eucharistic
celebration that day. Bishop Grecco said, “Even though the
lay movements within the archdiocese are the fruits of
divine graces, some movements are originated from the
international arena while others are locally developed. The
purpose of this meeting is first and foremost to facilitate
communications.”

On the eve of Pentecost in 1998, the late Pope John Paul II
invited lay movement representatives from all over the
world to gather at St. Peter’s Square for a prayer meeting.
According to estimates, over 300,000 faithful attended the
event that day. JPII quoted the theologist Hans Uns Von
Baltasar on his theological idea about the Church being
formed by Petrine Profile and Marian Profile, that is, the
Church functions hand-in-hand by both the hierarchical
Holy Orders and by the divine grace bestowed upon the lay
faithful. Of course, the latter still needs to be
acknowledged by the former.

Recent history of the Catholic Church bears witness to the
fact that different lay ministries have been proven
indispensable to the inward renewal of the Church. Let us
all thank the Holy Spirit for His work within the Church.
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“Let Me Go”

Recently, a book entitled “Let Me Go” was co-authored by
Dr. Buzzonetti, personal physician of the late Pope John
Paul II, the recently elevated Stanislaw Cardinal Dziwisz,
John Paul’s personal secretary, and several of the late
Pope’s confidantes. The book described the great Pope’s
resolute will for life.

Dr. Buzzonetti wrote, “The Pope maintained a very
subjective view osn whether his various ailments should be
treated. If he felt that a certain condition didn’t need to be
treated, he simply didn’t tell the doctor about it. When the
Pope was admitted into hospital for the second time in
March 2005 for a small operation to insert a breathing tube
to assist with his breathing, he quipped, ‘Can this wait
until the summer?””

On the morning three days before his death, while he was
attending mass, the Pope was suddenly stricken with a
high fever. However, he insisted on remaining in his
residence and refused to go to the hospital. He remained
conscious and serene until the next day. When he attended
mass at 6:30 am, he slipped into unconsciousness at
7:30am until that evening, at 9:37pm, when he left this
world and returned to God’s home. That afternoon,
Stanislaw Dziwisz heard the Pope say in very clear Polish,
“Let me go!” May we learn from Pope John Paul II’s
example, so that we have the same spirit of persistence in
fulfilling our duties and the same resoluteness and will
when faced with life’s challenges, and look forward to
God’s kingdom our eternal home.
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A Trip to Rome

I arrived in Rome around noon time on March 21, in order
to attend the ceremony of the installation of 15 new
cardinals at St. Peter’s Square on March 24. I stayed at the
Pontificio Instituto Missioni Estere (PIME) house when I
was in Rome. Upon my arrival, I paid a visit to Pope John
Paul I’s tomb at the Basilica of St. Peter. I prayed that this
Pope, who held China dear to his heart, would look over
His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Zen, who obviously will
play an important role in fostering a better relationship
between China and the Vatican. I also dedicated the CMCC
parish under his care. April 2nd will be the first
anniversary of his passing.

The next day, together with pilgrims from Toronto, I
visited the Basilica of St Paul outside the wall, Basilica of
St John Lateran and Basilica of St Mary. We also went to
The Chapel of Holy Steps. These marble stairs are believed
to be the very same ones that Jesus stood on trial at the
court of Pontius Pilate in Jerusalem. It is customary for
pilgrims to ascend the stairs on their knees. When I was
there, I put down my pride and did just that — kneeling all
the way to the top.

On the day of the ceremony, all of the better seats were
already taken when I arrived. However, God has
miraculously reserved a good place for me in the house — a
reporter put a chair in front of the VIP section so that he
would be able to take better pictures. However, he was
asked to move away by the security. Then I moved up and
took his seat!
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All in One Family

Rabbi Tsvi Blanchard is a director at a Jewish Centre in New
York, United States. He is in charge of promoting education and
leadership training programs. He shared with us his experience at
a seminar discussing the future directions of Catholics and Jews
(the 40th anniversary of the declaration on The Relation of the
Church with Non-Christrian Religions - NOSTRA AETATE
proclaimed by His Holiness Pope Paul VI on October 28, 1965) at
Washington on March 10, 2005.

“I recite a quote from the Old Testament at least twice a day:
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul and with all your might’ And I added: ‘Love my
neighbor as my own soul, my everything.” But I haven’t been very
successful. After I was married, I hoped that my spouse could
satisfy my own wishes, but things did not work out as
expected.”“I start to understand that love has to endure and
accept others’ irrationality, others’ way of expression, and others’
misunderstandings. The Jewish Holy Books teach us: ‘I have to
love these people and attend to their needs whether I like them or
not.””

“The justice and well-being of society depends on our ability to
love others with all our hearts and with all our means. God
created us in His own image to let us explore toward the far
horizon, which includes other lovely fellow human beings aside
from ourselves. This God who created the humanity to become
one loving family is indeed lovable.” After reading the witness by
this rabbi, I realize that Jesus’ teachings are not in vain. Although
Jewish people still have not accepted Jesus as the Messiah, but the
Messiah’s wish for “that all may be one” is close at hand. Let us
strive to live according to Christ’s teaching: “Love one another as
I have loved you.”
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Reflections of the Heart

It’s been five years since I have settled in Toronto. His
Eminence Joseph Cardinal Zen, Bishop of Hong Kong has
allowed me to stay until September of next year. In these
five years, my most unforgettable experience has been the
acquaintance of a lady who has the gift of Stigmata; her
name is Lillian Barnes. On Good Friday of each year,
wounds and blood would appear on her head, hands and
feet. When I first witnessed the Stigmata, I was reminded
of how much I was like Thomas the Apostle, who only
believed when he saw with his own eyes.

Despite the physical pain of Lillian’s wounds, her attitude
was always pleasant. She will be spending the Holy Week
on the island of Cyprus.

In addition to the gift of Stigmata, Lillian at times receives
a vision of Jesus. Three years ago during one of these
visions, Jesus mentioned a note that I had written to Him
in the past; inviting Him to bless our parish. Jesus
answered my prayers, but He wanted me to spend an hour
with the Blessed Sacrament every day, so that my body and
spirit may unite in the Holy Spirit.

I have tried my best to fulfill Jesus’ wishes. Jesus has done
as He promised by transforming our parish into an active
community. Therefore, I invite each of you to regularly
attend the nightly Holy Hour and mass. Be assured that
God will reward those who are generous towards Him.
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Alternative Evangelization

Recently, I attended the funeral of Jeremy, a boy of eight
years of age. Two months before he passed away, I was
invited to his home for prayers. That was my first
encounter with him. Since his state of health was very
fragile that day, he could only be attended by family
members but could not even be visited by friends and
relatives. Understanding his parents’ wish, I only stayed
for a short period of time. Later, I found out that his
parents actually hoped that I had stayed longer. This child
had been in and out of hospitals on countless occasions,
but I did not notice a trace of suffering on his face.

The moment Jeremy departed the world, a priest invited
from his home parish was praying for him. For the sake of
their grandson, his grandparents have taken up catechism
lessons in preparation of becoming members of the
Church.This incident reminded me of another child
named Ka Hei who also passed away at eight. It happened
over ten years ago in Hong Kong. At the time, I was
serving at a parish in Happy Valley. One morning, soon
after mass, a woman came into my office and cried. She
told me that her son had just passed away. They were not
Catholics, but her son had studied at a Catholic school.
Her son often mentioned the name of God the Father at
home, and that was how she came to know about our faith
and later decided to join the Catholic family with her
daughter. Even though these two children never
evangelized publicly, they had already brought home the
message of the Gospel. How amazing therefore is God’s
plan for each and every one of us.
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The Gospel of Judas

“The Gospel of Judas” excavated in Egypt in the 1970’s
was later purchased by the National Geographic Society.
Recently, the Society produced a two-hour TV program
based on this work and the premier will be launched in
North America. In the early Church, there were many
works that claimed to be Gospels, but only the Gospels of
Matthew, Luke, Mark and John were judged by the
Church to be authentic Gospels inspired by God. The
others are considered apocryphal, including the 4th
century work “The Gospel of Judas”.

William Klassen is a retired professor of the New
Testament at the University of Waterloo. He believes that
this Gospel was not written by Judas himself, but by a
different school of heretical who advocated that Christ’s
salvation belongs to a small, chosen group. For example,
this work described Judas as Jesus’ chosen one to complete
His work for salvation.

Fr. Murray Watson is a biblical scholar at the seminary of
the diocese of London. He believes this work cannot be
considered a gospel because it does not document Jesus’
birth, His life, His Passion and resurrection. He believes
this book cannot impact the spiritual lives of the faithful.

Fr. Thomas Rosica is the founder of the Salt and Light
Television Network and also a biblical scholar. He pointed
out Peter and Judas both betrayed Jesus, but the only
difference is that Peter wept and repented, but Judas fell
into despair and eventually hung himself. Nevertheless,
whether Judas is in Hell is still uncertain because God’s
mercy is greater than human transgression.
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Catholic Education Week

The theme of this year’s Catholic Education Week is “And
God Saw That It Was Good.” Ontario Catholic School
Trustees’ Association decided on this theme to encourage
students to appreciate and to treasure all that God created.
The association would like to strengthen the students’
awareness of conservation, and eventually guide them in
understanding the importance of moral principles.

The chair of the association, Robert Anderson, remarked,
“The mission of Catholic education is to deliver the
message of love of God and love of nature. In the past 3
years, we have investigated our relationship with Jesus, we
have looked at how to know ourselves better, and we have
learned to build healthy social relationships. This year, we
focus on our surroundings and on the world.” The
committee has the following specific guidelines in helping
students understand the issues the world is facing: caring
for and wisely using the earth’s resources, limiting
consumption, understanding the links between poverty
and the exploitation of the earth, advocating for equity and
justice, opposing the wickedness of war, working for the
appropriate development of persons and communities.

Our parish’s Pro-life committee will be traveling to Ottawa
on May 11 as a group, to participate in the “March for
Life”. If you are a parent, you are strongly encouraged to
go with your children, to remind them that life is to be
respected. If you haven’t registered with the parish, you
can go on your own — everybody convenes at Parliament
Hill. This is alternative pilgrimage, you know?
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Give Praise to Our Mothers

My mother’s passing was the biggest lost in my life. Not
only did she bring me to this world, but she was the
mentor who brought me to know Jesus. Our family came
from a Buddhist background. But after my father passed
away when I was five, our family became agnostic. I
remembered when I was eight years old, I asked my
mother out of curiosity about the beautiful singing coming
from a nearby Christian school. She simply told me, “They
believe in Jesus. This Jesus died on the cross for all
mankind.”

Later I enrolled into a Christian school and joined a
fellowship. For three years, I applied every year to be
baptized but for some reason was not invited. However one
day when my mother got ill and was admitted into a
Catholic hospital, a priest invited me to join the catechism
class.After I was baptized, a pastor who often came to our
house to offer the Eucharist to my mother asked me to join
the altar boy society at his church. Thereafter, I started my
habit of going to mass everyday and the seed of vocation
began to sprout.

When one day I asked for my mother’s permission to enter
the seminary, she only thought for a moment and then said
to me, “If you think you will be happy, you can enter the
seminary.” Then a large teardrop came down from the
corner of her eye. I know that was because she would miss
me when I enter the seminary; nevertheless she had much
expectation for me. A mother’s love is so great!
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The Da Vinci Code

Three years ago, Dan Brown authored the novel “The Da
Vinci Code”. This year, the fictional novel was made into
a film by Columbia pictures, starring Tom Hanks.

The storyline of the novel is based on the beliefs of the
Gnostics, combined with stories from two books ‘Holy
Blood’ and ‘Holy Grail’.

Having read this book, it is easy for one to speculate on the
controversial conjecture that Jesus and Mary Magdalene
were married, or that the Church has covered up many
historical facts throughout the years. Also, sometimes we
might encounter people who would pose to us the above
questions.

Professor Nancy Calvert-Koyzis of McMaster University
states that we need not become irritated by what others
may say about our faith. She says, “The more you try to
refute, the less interest others will have on your
arguments. It is more important to listen attentively.”

John Stackhouse from the Regent College in Vancouver
points out, “We must talk to others in a kind way, because
they are also searching for truth.” Columnist Drew Dyck
said, “The four gospels are the true code for knowing
Jesus.”

For details, please go to www.jesusdecoded.com, which is

hosted by the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops.
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“When three people walk together, there must
be teachers among them.” (Chinese proverb)

During a recent retreat for diocesan priests, I met several foreign
priests and heard about their very interesting and inspiring
experiences, so I would like to share them with you here. One
priest came from Ivory Coast in Africa. He had spent seven years
serving in Nova Scotia. At the time, the parish he served was a
vast expanse of 300 km, so each Sunday he would spend 6 to 7
hours on the road. During winter one year, as he was passing a
turn in the mountains, his car hit a moose and subsequently flew
into a ravine. The car was a totalled loss but miraculously he only
had minor injuries. He is now studying dogmatic theology at the
University of Toronto.

Another priest was a retired Maltese in his eighties. One day
when he was five, he was riding the bus with his dad who was the
school bus driver. As he got in, an old man kissed his foot and
told him: “You will become a priest one day”, and then left.
When he went home, he told his mother that he wanted to be a
priest one day. His mother told him: “If God really chooses you,
then you will surely succeed.” Eventually, he entered a minor
seminary at the age of twelve. A priest who came from Columbia
in South America was chaplain in the air force for 10 years. For a
higher ranking, he studied very hard. Later on, he became tired
of glory seeking. After a period of reflection, he accepted an
invitation to come to Toronto to participate in pastoral work.

The last one was an Irish priest who began to serve in Uganda not
long after his ordination. He eventually joined the Augustinians
and came to the Archdiocese of Toronto. Even though his is
already 76-years old, he still involves in youth pastoral work
planning and has even applied to enroll in doctoral studies in
Education at the University of Toronto. Let us learn from the
virtues of these priests, their zeal in life-long learning and their
courage to continue their progress.
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Word of Life

As an old Chinese saying goes, “Trees take ten years to mature,
people take a hundred.” Indeed, to develop an impeccable
character can take a lifetime. Moreover, it will take special grace
from God. Below is the sharing by two of our parish’s youths,
who gave witness to how they incorporated God’s words into
their lives. Both are second year university students.The first is a
young lady who studies music. She is quiet and introverted by
nature. She said, “In my class, there is one who is even more
introverted than me. As a result, she doesn’t have many friends. I
am willing to take the first step and deliberately talk to her and
attentively listen to her sharing. It wasn’t long before we became
very good friends and willingly opened ourselves to each other.”
Another experience has to do with her brother. While driving her
brother somewhere, she learned that her brother had just had an
argument with their father because some of his chores were not
yet done. She said, “In order to impress upon my brother the
importance of fulfilling responsibility, I turned the car around,
drove home, and helped him finish his chores before driving him
to where he needed to go.”

Another student, a young man, has a more obstinate
temperament. In his spare time, he helps a friend as a sales person
in a fashion boutique. One night, as he was preparing to close up
shop, a middle-aged woman entered the store. “I was hoping to
close up early because I had to attend a meeting afterwards. But I
remembered Jesus said, ‘Whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers of mine, you did for me.” So I brought out some of
the items that I had already put away and spent some time
introducing the different items to this customer.” However, the
customer not only did not appreciate the effort, she even told him
to save his breath and left soon after. “In the past, I would have
confronted her and argued. This time, my reaction was very calm
because my intention was simply to express love through my
actions. What surprised me was that, after ten minutes, this lady
came back to the store and said very earnestly, ‘Sorry!””
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Multiformity and Unity in the Church

On June 3rd, the eve of Pentecost, over 400000 Catholics gathered
at St Peter’s Square and Via della Conciliazione and celebrated,
together with Pope Benedict XVI, the works of the Holy Spirit in
spiritual movements and new communities. The first such
meeting was initiated by the late Pope John Paul IT in 1998 on the
eve of Pentecost, when 300000 people showed up.

This year’s event began with some video clips from the 1998
gathering. Then the coordinator of Italy’s Renewal in the Spirit,
Salvatore Martinez and one of the founders of Villaregia
Missionary Community, Maria Luigia Corona gave the crowd an
account of a 3-day conference held earlier: “The Beauty of Being
Christians and the Joy of Communicating It”. A few pieces of
movements-related articles by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (our
current Pope) were then read. A couple from Regnum Christi
then led the Rosary, and the crowd meditated the third Glorious
mystery: The Pentecost

The crowd prayed the Vespers with the Pope as he arrived. Then
a representative of Chiara Lubich, the foundress of the Focolare
Movement updated the Pope on the developments of movements
and new communities throughout the past 8 years. After reading
the scriptures, Kiko Arguello, the founder of Neocatchumenal
Way, Andrea Riccardi, founder of Community of Sant’Egidio,
and Fr. Julian Carron, the president of Communion and
Liberation, made some comments on the proclaimed scriptures.
After the homily, a few believers started a procession with fire
torches in their hands, to commemorate the coming of the Holy
Spirit. This was followed by the proclamation of the Apostle’s
Creed. Lastly, Luis Fernando Figari, the founder of Christian
Life Movement and Patti Gallagher Mansfield, a representative of
Catholic Charismatic Renewal said a few words of thanks. The
Pope pointed out that multiformity and unity are inseparable in
the Church.
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Father’s Day

My father passed away when I was five years old. However
thanks to God, I have an uncle who watched over me as I
grew up. Although he had not had much education, he was
full of wisdom and righteousness, and most importantly
was my best friend. I had the honor to hold his hand at his
side as he passed away.

All fathers on earth may have some imperfections which
influence us. Hence Jesus said, “And call no man your
father on the earth: for one is your Father, even he who is
in heaven.” He wishes that we, with the help of our faith,
can live out a life of unconditional love. When Jesus
responded to a disciple to “show us the Father”, he said,
“He who has seen Me has seen the Father.”

Jesus once said he is humble and kind-hearted; for that
reason Our Father is also humble and kind-hearted. As a
result whilst we live with humbleness and kindness, we
reflect OQur Father’s character. Even if we come from
broken or single families, we can still witness “Our
Father’s Great Love”.

The Parish’s Carnival was a great success and it raised over
$9,000 towards the Church’s Building Fund. However the
greatest success was that everyone lived out the spirit of
“one parish, one family”. All participants, front and back
stage, did a fabulous job. Meanwhile, everyone was also
very environmentally conscious, such as washing dishes
and reusing paper plates. Last but not least, the group
games and performances demonstrated creativity of our
talented youths.
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God Said No

I asked God to take away my bad habit. God said, No.
It is not for me to take away, but for you to give it up.

I asked God to make my handicapped child whole. God
said, No.His spirit is whole, his body is only temporary.
I asked God to grant me patience. God said, No.
Patience is a byproduct of tribulations; it isn't granted,
it is learned.

I asked God to give me happiness. God said, No. I give
you blessings; Happiness is up to you. I asked God to
spare me pain. God said, No.Suffering draws you apart
from worldly cares and brings you closer to me. I asked
God to make my spirit grow. God said, No.You must
grow on your own, but I will prune you to make you
fruitful.

I asked God for all things that I might enjoy life. God
said, No. I will give you life, so that you may enjoy all
things. I asked God to help me LOVE others, as much
as He loves me. God said...Ahhhh, finally you have the
idea.
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Peace

A seminar was recently held at Saint Paul University in
Ottawa with the topic of “Peace is Contagious”.

The organizer of the event, Professor Vern Redekop,
said that human beings can be easily affected by the
surrounding environment. A prime example would be
the recent confrontation in Caledonia, Ontario, between
the natives of the Six Nations and the residents in that
city. When everyone is willing to step up to negotiate,
all roadblocks will then disappear. However, if no one is
willing to give in, the barriers will remain. He used
Nelson Mandela of South Africa and Mother Teresa as
examples to prove that the message of peace can
penetrate deep into the heart of people.

Twenty-five years ago on June 24, our Holy Mother
appeared in Medjugorje to start to preach the message of
peace to the world. She wanted our heart to embrace
God, and she taught us to pray with heart, to receive the
Eucharist, to read the Bible, to fast, and to receive the
Sacrament of Reconciliation every month.

“The way of Divine Infant” by St. Therese of Lisieux
suggested us to use the sacred heart of Jesus as an
example to treat others humbly and modestly. May our
Holy Mother bless us and protect us.
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A Father’s Sharing

McAvoy is a father of six from Toronto. Recently, he was featured
in Toronto archdiocese’s newspaper, The Catholic Register,
sharing about his family’s spiritual life. In particular, the time he
spends bringing his children to and from school is filled with the
true essence of living lives of humanity and spirituality.

“When I wake up at 6:30am, the first thing I do is tell God, ‘I love
you Father. Thank you God for another day. Father, help me to
do your will in all things.” In order to avoid lingering in bed, I go
immediately to the kitchen and turn on the lights in the living
and dining rooms and then wake up the children. My 15 year old
daughter is relatively more independent and wakes up quickly,
but her older brother who will be graduating this year is a deep
sleeper. I have to yell, ‘Seven more minutes!””

“The time from 7:30 to 7:50 is a test of the limits of my patience,
my prayers and yelling are mingled! In the car, when I ask them
for their prayer intentions, it surprises me how much they care
about the things that are going on around us. Still, sometimes
they do pray for good results on tests that they haven’t fully
prepared for. “When it’s my turn to lead the prayers, I say,
‘Father, help us to see all the beauty and the goodness that
surround us. To use our gifts and talents for the well-being of
others. Help us to have forgiving hearts. To say ‘I love you’
often.”

“When we arrive at school, I drop them off, then on my way to
work, I continue to pray and also plan out the work I must do
that day; especially when I encounter difficulties, I return to
prayer.” The task of raising children is a lifelong vocation for
parents. May we ask for the intercessions of the Chinese Martyrs
to persevere incessantly and lead their children to the Father’s
house.
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Blessed Mother Teresa

Mother Teresa was beatified on October 19, 2003 by
Pope John Paul II. She received the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1979. When assessing her case, the committee
members had some doubts, “Has Mother Teresa
stopped a war? Initiated peace talk? Organized peaceful
protests?” The nominator cleared their doubts by
answering, “Mother Teresa, together with members of
the Missionaries of Charity, fight greed, selfishness, and
the desire for power, with love. These vices are the very
root of individual and group violence.

In 1971, Mother Teresa hosted a talk for the Toronto
public with the theme “The secrets to Peace”. She told
the audience that peace starts with loving and a smile.
She said, “We all like meeting happy givers. A nun who
wears a gloomy face is the biggest obstacle to vocation.
To become holy, one needs to carry out God’s will with
a smiling face.” “Charity cannot wait” — Mother Teresa
used to say this all the time. She took after Mother
Mary, who visited her cousin Elizabeth.

“I thirst”, Jesus prayed when being hung on the cross.
This prayer can be seen in all the chapels of the
Missionaries of Charity. Besides working, each nun
takes turn to adore the Eucharist. Mother Teresa was a
great model — she prayed till late at night after working
during the day. Let us all learn from Mother Teresa —
with prayers, and a smile.
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Congregation of the Sisters of St Felix

Mother Mary Angela is the founder of the Congregation of the
Sisters of St Felix (Felician Sisters) (the congregation in
which Sr. Maria Fok is a member). Mother Mary Angela was
beatified by Pope John Paul II on April, 18, 1993. Her original
name was Sophia Camille. She was born on May 16, 1825 to a
renowned family in Poland. Blessed Mary Angela’s kind and
pleasant character was a result of good domestic education.
Before she established the congregation, she joined the St.
Vincent de Paul Society in Warsaw and dedicated herself to
serving the community. In 1855, she founded the
congregation of sisters in light of the spirit of St. Francis of
Assissi.

Mother Angela adores the Eucharist. She once wrote to Father
Honorat, her spiritual director, “Tomorrow is my day of
reparation and.we also have all-day Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament. I want to ask you, Father, if for those twenty-four
hours you could allow me to leave the cloister and to kneel not
on the altar steps but in the corner behind the grille. I would
like to be in direct presence of the Lord. IfI cannot pray.then
at least I can gaze at our Lord and bask in the warmth of his
love.”

To Sr. Mary Bogdana Mazaraki, Mother Mary Angela also
once wrote, “When you experience pain, disappointment,
humiliation or some other misfortune, go before the Blessed
Sacrament and drink deeply of strength and consolation; if
you cannot be there in person, be there in thought and
spirit.”The congregation’s website is www.feliciansisters.org.
Let us learn to adore the Eucharist like Blessed Mary Angela.
Meanwhile, let us also ask her to pray for us, so that we can
find cure for the illness and suffering in both our body and
our spirit.
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The authenticity of Medjugorje’s Marian Apparitions

Recently, Toronto’s Catholic Register had an article regarding the
bishop of the diocese to which Medjugorje belongs, who rejects
claims of Marian apparitions in Medjugorje. This bishop of the
Mostar Diocese, Msgr. Ratko Peric, despite his personal reluctance
regarding the Apparitions, has never banned pilgrims from
Medjugorje and in fact had authorized the construction of a massive,
open air addition to Medjugorje’s local parish (St. James Parish) that
can house 5,000 people in order to accommodate the tens of
thousands of pilgrims in liturgies. The bishop has also continued to
administer the sacrament of confirmation in this parish every year.
The local bishop’s reluctance towards the authenticity of the
Apparitions is mainly due to the fact that the Vatican has not yet
validated the Apparitions, and that the special adjudication
committee which was formed in 1991 still has not ascertained the
Apparitions’ supernatural nature. Therefore, the local bishop’s
prudent stance is understandable.

According to the Church’s past practice, the process of adjudicating
and validating the authenticity of Marian apparitions does not begin
until 25 years after the apparitions end. To this day, however, Mary
continues to appear daily to the visionaries. With regards to the
miracles that take place at Medjugorje, especially the prolific
conversion of non-practicing Catholics who return to the Church
after receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation in Medjugorje, these
cannot be explained except by the grace of God. Pope John Paul II
once indicated that he would have long since made a pilgrimage to
Medjugorje if the local bishop had invited him; however, he
respected Bishop Peric’s position on the matter.

The head of the College of Bishops for Bosnia-Herzegovina, Cardinal
Vinko Pulijic, announced on July 14 that a new adjudication
committee will be appointed by the Vatican’s congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith to restart investigations in the matter. Let us
pray for this new committee while continuing to fast and pray,
ardently receive Holy Communion, frequently read the Bible and
attend the Sacrament of Reconciliation
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Miracles Questioned

On July 22, the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC)
aired one of the chapters of the “Miracles Questioned” TV
series with the title “Jesus’ remains thrown as dogs’ food”.
One of the readers of the National Post in Toronto, John
Tors, made a statement on that paper on July 25 objecting
the ridiculous content of the series. He has made good
reference as follows:

ey

2

3

)

While crucifixion victims may have been thrown to
the dogs in other parts of the Roman Empire, the 1st
century AD historian Josephus tells us this was not
the case among the Jews: “The Jews used to take so
much care of the burial of men, that they took down
those that were condemned and crucified, and buried
them before the going down of the sun.” (Wars of the
Jews, 4.5.2)

The remains of a crucified man, nail still in the heel
bone, were found in an ossuary (burial box) in
Jerusalem in 1968, confirming that crucifixion
victims were buried.

The eyewitness testimonies in Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John tell us that Jesus was buried in a tomb after
his crucifixion, and not thrown to dogs. Eyewitness
testimony trumps liberal speculation from 20
centuries later.

The local population would have known if crucifixion
victims were thrown to dogs, and, if that were the
case, would have laughed to scorn any claim of Jesus’
resurrection. Christianity would therefore never have
gotten started. Yet here it is today.
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The story of "Hezbollah"

Hezbollah was founded 20 years ago by Iranian spiritual
leader Ayatollah Khomeini. The main purpose of the
group was to train young people to defend and fight for
Islam. This is the group responsible for sparking the
war with Israel in Lebanon.

According to the analysis of Robert Fulford, a professor
at the University of Toronto, Hezbollah fighters are
superior to other soldiers because of their discipline,
willingness to sacrifice and firm conviction. Their level
of obedience is not something that the average person
can achieve. For example, during their training, they
can accept orders to hide in isolation for several days
with no human contact. Their level of self-restraint far
exceeds other soldiers who seek human comforts.
Moreover, in order to attain the Islam ideal, they are
willing to sacrifice their own lives.

This year is the 34th anniversary of my ordination, after
spending over 10 years in seminaries. Yet my own level
of discipline, self-sacrifice and obedience is nowhere
close to any one of these young fighters. Indeed, I do not
condone their violent aggression, but I can certainly
learn the spirit of self-sacrifice from them in order to
spread the Gospel. Note: Hezbollah is considered an
Islamic extremist group. The vast majority of Islamic
believers are non-violent and peace loving.
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A Pilgrimage to Holy Land

After immersing themselves in violence for a month, Israel, and
Hezbollah who were stationing in Lebanon, have finally reached
a cease-fire agreement on Aug 14 (the eve of the Feast of the
Assumption). This is a good sign. However, we should continue
to pray for perpetual peace in the Middle East. Parishioners who
thought about joining the pilgrimage to Holy Land but decided
not to because of the volatile situation may now reconsider. We
currently have more than 40 parishioners registered and the
quota is 100 people.

As you may know, our guide will be Sr. Jocelyn Monette nds, the
assistant director of the Canadian Bible Society. She is well-
versed in the bible and spent 6 years in Jerusalem. She will tell us
the history and geography of Holy Land in layman terms.
Participants must attend a course prior to the pilgrimage to better
prepare themselves for the journey. I personally have
participated in a short six-week course hosted by the Sisters of
Sion, which is the seminary for Sr. Jocelyn, and I have gained
significant knowledge from it.

Today’s City of Jerusalem is 10 feet taller than it was during
Jesus’ time. However, from remains recovered from archeological
excavations, the Judgment Hall when Pontius Pilate tried Jesus
can be seen. Today’s “Way of the Cross”, is naturally more easily
accessible than the path that Jesus set foot on. However, some
landmarks —Palace of Caiaphas (the high priest who tried Jesus
before sending Him to Pilate), the Garden of Gethsemane, and
the empty tomb — remained intact.When you see buildings and
objects from Jesus’ time, you think about Jesus — that’s one of the
many advantages of going on a pilgrimage. I encourage you to
register for the trip that will take place next year Feb 16th to
25th. Let’s go and “trace Jesus’ footsteps” together!
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Awareness for AIDS Patients

His Eminence Aloysius Cardinal Ambrozic, Archbishop of
Toronto, recently published a statement, asking fellow Christians
to give more awareness to AIDS patients because “we are called to
care for all those who are suffering among us”. He pointed out
that more than 23 million people around the world have died
from AIDS since 1998. More than 40 million people are now
living with AIDS (Canada's population is 32.5 million). It is
estimated that close to 8,000 people have contracted AIDS in
Ontario. More than 25% of all HIV/AIDS treatment centres
worldwide are run by Catholic organizations.

“Sadly, in most cases, we have seen the root of HIV/AIDS to be
present in moral choices gone wrong: the exploitation of women
and children, intravenous drug use and sexual promiscuity are
among the leading causes of AIDS transmission... This is an
appropriate time to remind ourselves that sexual intimacy is a gift
from God that expresses total self-giving in a permanent marriage
commitment... As Catholics, we must avoid unjust
discrimination wherever it occurs. We are called to approach
those in need with compassion and care, following the example of
Jesus, who healed those with physical ailments and helped others
find peace in their hearts.”

The Barrett House in Toronto, which is managed by The Little
Brothers of the Good Shepherd, specializes in giving care to
people with AIDS. Also, St. Michael's Hospital, one of our
Catholic health care facilities, serves those with AIDS through
direct care, outreach and extensive research. Our Catholic school
boards have also created specialized resources and teaching tools
to help educate our children. These include “AIDS: A Catholic
Educational Approach to HIV”, used in five school boards across
the Archdiocese of Toronto. For more information please visit:
www.archtoronto.org/AIDS

102



BREFMRFBHERNEREE

FREFMBEDRRELB . RAMEAREREH
E:FmABELIEER  HENE=:

(—) ERRXEIHHAREHREELEDRAMER.

(Z) XENBIEREELEFHNELEE,

(2) ERREBAREHERREE,

ZEBHERUEHEW IR TRIEERARERE
=g, BERMEXREE Stephen Harper BFFAER

ETEHBENNRERESR  WEAHREERES ,

BEHSREHRBRRENR.

HEEEAZENRE A SEFIRFBLIEEF K £%
EAEESHERE, RANEESRNIA+LHESHE
ZEEE,

ALOANTREREDRRERENEE , EFERE,
ZTHR—ENES  EENZS -2 N8, RALELSE
—% , REPAR SN T AR TR,

103



A Petition in favour of the motion to re-open
the marriage debate

COLF (The Catholic Organization for Life and Family) is
comprised of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
and the Knights of Columbus. The organization has three
goals:

(1) To promote the teaching of the Catholic Church on
respect for human life and the inherent dignity of the
human person

(2) To support and strengthen the fundamental role of the
family in society.

(3) To promote the Church's teaching on natural family
planning

The board of directors of this organization is made up of
two bishops and two Knights of Columbus. Since Prime
Minister Stephen Harper has promised to hold a free vote
in Parliament on a motion to re-open the marriage debate,
the organization has initiated a petition to our MPs and
asked them to vote in favor of this motion.

The Toronto Chinese Catholic Task Force, which is made
up of the four Chinese parishes, will work together with
the Knights of Columbus to implement this petition. Our
parish will participate in this petition on September 17,
2006.Many people may be skeptical about the effects of this
petition. Do not lose heart, for another signature on the
petition is another ounce of strength. Let us take the first
step, and leave the rest in Jesus' hands.
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A New Generation of ECCCLC

The 30th annual Eastern Canada Chinese Catholic Living Camp
was held between September 1-4 at Camp Kodiak at McKellar,
Ontario. The main speaker for the event is Fr. Francis Ching,
and the theme is “See with faith, build with love”. Because Fr.
Ching himself is amblyopic, he made a beautiful presentation on
this topic. On the evening of Sunday, September 3, there were six
priests who participated in the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the
camp. Two of them were from the States, and they came
particularly for this camp. There were a total of 222 participants
this year, which was the highest total ever. Jerry Liu and Edmond
Lo, who were the founders of the camp, also participated together
with their wives.

The following are the comments from the six committee co-
ordinators:

“I understand that all of us need a companion. Although I cannot
see well into the future, but I will learn from the blind
Bartimaeus, who shouted at Jesus, ‘Jesus, son of David, have pity
on me’!” (Mark 10:48) — Jessica Wong “When we open our
hearts, and allow Jesus to work His wonder on us, the result is
always astonishing!” — Louise Ho “Although my parents do not
encourage me to participate in this event, I am still able to feel
their acceptance. During the time of preparation for this event,
the six of us begin as strangers and end up as good friends who
can share almost everything together.” — Queenie Li “I have
never prayed so much in my life; although I belong to the new
generation, I still want to thank the courage and vision of the
founders. Without their call from God, we all will not be here
today.” — Suzanne Lee “During this 10-month long preparation, I
am filled with joy in every single minute. This is because I am
experiencing the presence of God between us.” — Adrian Wong
“During the preparation , my mom passed away. I first thought
about leaving the committee, but I finally give up this thought
because I am willing to learn to leave everything in the hands of
God.” - Joanna Li
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Habitat for Humanity Canada

Recently, our parish’s Social Justice Team introduced the
Affordable Homeownership volunteering initiative which
is spearheaded by Habitat for Humanity Canada. This
organization finds its roots in Habitat for Humanity
International, which was founded in 1976 in the spirit of
the Gospel with the goal of helping impoverished families
build simple housing. Canada joined this organization in
1985. Habitat for Humanity has built over 200,000 houses
in over 100 countries. On average, one house is completed
every 24 minutes. Members of families who purchase these
affordable houses have to contribute to the construction
work for 500 hours. In addition, they must repay the
interest-free mortgage within 25 years. In Canada, 3
bedroom houses cost between CAN$60,000 to $120,000.
The monthly mortgage payment does not exceed 30% of
the family’s income.

In order to keep the prices of these houses low, not only is
the bulk of the labour dependent on volunteers, the
materials also need to be sponsored by donors and the land
is bought from the government at below-market prices.
However, this organization does not accept direct
government subsidies for building cost in order to operate
more freely in the Christian spirit and serve those in need.
In Canada, this organization not only helps build new
houses, it also provides assistance in repairing old
houses.Habitat for Humanity Canada’s headquarter is in
Waterloo. With the exception of the office staff, all
members of the board of directors are volunteers. The
Toronto branch also requires a large number of volunteers
in this meaningful work. Please visit www.habitat.ca for
details.
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Faith and reason are complementary

Last Tuesday, Pope Benedict XVI made a speech at the
University of Regensburg, where he used to be a professor.
The topic was, “Faith, Reason and the University”. He
believes that reasoning plays an important role in the field
of academic research. However, faith and reason may not
be separated. Instead, they are complementary to each
other. The Pope quoted a dialogue between a 14th-century
Byzantine emperor, Manuel II Paleologos and a Persian
scholar as seen from Professor’s Theodore Khoury’s
writing, to prove that faith and reason indeed go hand in
hand. Thus, using violence to spread the faith is not
reasonable at all; it is also incompatible with the nature of
God.

As a matter of fact, the Pope’s speech was a warning,
addressed to Western culture, especially the Europeans, to
avoid the contempt for God and the cynicism that
considers mockery of the sacred to be an exercise of
freedom. Teachings of the different religions and cultures
are part of the human race’s valuable asset. These teachings
do not oppose reason, and thus, our society must also rely
on these divine inspirations as cornerstones

Vatican spokesperson Fr. Lombardi S.]. said that the Holy
Father had no intention to hurt the Islamic people. His
desire, instead, is to cultivate an attitude of respect and
dialogue towards other religions and cultures, including, of
course, Islam.
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Budapest 50 Years Later

Volunteers of God who are members of the Focolare
Movement celebrated the 50th anniversary of the
Hungarian Uprising on September 14 to 16. The theme
of the celebration was “50 years at the service of
humanity”. Over ten thousand people from 92 countries
participated: 3,800 from Italy, 600 from Asia, 170 from
Middle East, 1,300 from North and South America, 130
from Africa and 40 from Australia.

The Soviet Union’s military forces invaded Budapest in
November 1956. At that time, Pope Pius XII asked all of
us to put God, the root of law, justice and freedom, back
into our parliaments, homes and offices. In 1957 in
response to the Pope’s petition, Chiara Lubich, founder
of the Focolare Movement, started to promote
organizations primarily made up of “volunteers of
God”. The word “volunteer” was used because “love” is
always voluntary.

Fifty years later, “volunteers of God” have spread the
“love of humanity” in the society across many levels; for
example, promoting “economy of communion” in the
economy, and striving towards the idea of “unity in
politics”, meaning “your party’s priorities are also my
party’s priorities”. In order to build a new world, every
one of us has responsibilities. As long as we, united,
follow Jesus’ steps one by one and even endure suffering
as Jesus has borne the crucifix, peace will be at hand.
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Family: A Communion of Love

The four Chinese parishes have collaborated to form a
team who will produce an Evangelization concert. The
theme is ‘Family: a Communion of Love’. It will take
place on the evening of Saturday, October 28, at the
Toronto Centre for the Arts.

According to Chinese Academic thinking, there is an
orderly process to achieve world peace. Peace begins
inside a man, then his family, then his country, then the
world. Therefore, peace in the family is built on peace
inside a person. In Confucius’ time, Christ had yet to be
born. The way to achieve peace in a person is limited by
one’s efforts; in the hopes of reaching the goals of ‘piety,
love, loyalty, trust, courtesy, faith, humbleness and self-
knowledge’. After Christ, the idea of ‘Charity and love’ as
promoted by the Chinese academics was carried further by
Christian morality.

The heart of a family is in mutual love. The result of
mutual love is the presence of Christ. (Wherever two or
three of you gather in my name, I will be among
them.) Thus Christ is a part of every family. In the
wedding of Cana, the host did not ask for more
wine. However Jesus performed the miracle of turning
water into wine, as suggested by Mary. Jesus will not turn
a blind eye to a family’s needs.The definition of love
encompasses sacrifice and selflessness. This is Christ’s
way of life, and it is an ultimate goal for every member of a
family. May the evangelization concert bring forth Good
News to every family.
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Peace is Possible

Over 800 religious delegates from over 100 countries
including Iran, Lebanon, and Israel, participated in the 8th
World Assembly of Religious for Peace conference held in
Kyoto, Japan between August 26 and 29. “At a time when
religion is being manipulated by extremists, the religious
leaders gathered in Kyoto are showing the whole world that
religious communities can indeed illuminate the path to peace
when they work together”, stated Dr. Vendley, General
Secretary of the conference.

The 800 delegates, from more than 100 countries, were
Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Muslim, Jewish, Sikh, and
Shinto leaders. Shiite, Sunni and Kurdish religious leaders
from Iraq, presently in conflict in their country, stated in a
common declaration: “We have dialogued with boldness,
courage and trust. We now walk on this path of dialogue. God
willing, we will reach a green line of peace for all of Iraq”.

The Hindu and Buddhist representatives from Sri Lanka
publicly shook hands heartily and demanded a cease-fire and the
resumption of peace talks. Chiara Lubich, an honorary president
of the conference, put great emphasis on “love that unites”,
“which each one of us, starting from ourselves, can give rise to in
all our relationships”. Up to the point “highlighting together,
with reciprocal love, the presence of Someone who transcends us
and who is infinitely greater than us”. “A new presence of God
which leads to tolerance, forgiveness, peace, joy and which lights
the flame of love which brings men in communion with each
other, lights the path of existence and which cannot but penetrate
everybody’s heart”
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The Story of the “Golden Domed” Church

The “Golden Domed” Church, also called the Cathedral of the
Transfiguration, located in Unionville falls under the Catholic
Church of the Oriental Rite; that is, it belongs to Slovak Catholics
who celebrate in the Byzantine Rite. Lately, Eparch John Pasak, who
is the spiritual head of all Slovak Catholics in Canada, has suspended
permission for any of his priests to celebrate Mass in the former
cathedral and asked Aloysius Cardinal Ambrozic of Archdiocese of
Toronto not to let any priests celebrate Latin Mass there. The altar
in that church has already been removed.

The church was built by Stephen Roman in the 1980s and was
personally blessed by Pope John Paul II in 1984, thereafter named the
Cathedral of the Transfiguration. Unfortunately, Stephen Roman
passed away in 1988 before the interior construction had been
completed. Eparch John Pasak said, “The cathedral should be owned
by the bishop or the diocese, however, ownership still lies with
Stephen Roman’s daughter, Helen Roman Barber’s trust fund.
Hopefully the two sides could work out a permanent solution in the
next year. The cathedral for the Slovak Eparchy will be the St. Mary's
Byzantine Slovak Church on Shaw Street for the time being.”

Slovak originated from Czech Republic. It became independent in
1993. Today there are approximately 10,000 Slovak Catholics in
Canada. Eparch John Pasak became the spiritual head of the Slovak
Catholics in 2001. The source of this story is the Catholic Register.
The article was published on October 10th. I feel a bit sad after
reading this article. We are outsiders and cannot fully comprehend
all the details. What we can do is to pray for our Slovak brothers and
sisters. Also, this story reminds us that beatitude is not guaranteed.
This reminds me of a conversation between Jesus and a Samaritan
woman. “Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain; but you people
say that the place to worship is in Jerusalem.” “Believe me, woman,
the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem...true worshippers will worship the
Father in Spirit and truth; and indeed the Father seeks such people
to worship him.” (John 4:21-23)
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The Status of Jerusalem

Following the ceasefire between Israel and Lebanon, the
representatives from the Christian groups in Jerusalem
released a public statement on September 29th, stating
their hope to see Middle East dwelling in perpetual
Peace, which will stem from Jerusalem. The document
was titled “The Status of Jerusalem”, and was signed by
13 religious representatives, including those of Catholic
(Latin and Eastern rites), Eastern Orthodox and
Lutheran.

One of the religious leaders observed, “For us Jews,
Christians and Muslims, Jerusalem is the promised land
for God’s people. Therefore, the fate of Jerusalem
should not be decided by the authorities. Instead, all of
us should have a say in this. Jerusalem is a sacred place,
and belongs to the whole human race and thus must be
opened to all. The wall between the Israelites and
Palestinians is a hindrance to the peace process. We
hope that the Israelite and Palestinian governments
would draft a Peace treaty as soon as possible, which
will then be monitored by international organizations.”

Let us not despair — hasn’t the Berlin wall that was

separating Eastern and Western Berlin collapsed? I
invite all to continue to pray for peace in Jerusalem.
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Unconditional Love

A middle-aged couple shared their experience of adoption
and educating their children at the Evangelization Concert
on October 28. They were Morris and Anissa, and they
have agreed to disclose their names.

A few years after they had gotten married, they decided to
adopt orphans because they didn’t have any children of
their own. Anissa said, “Although I didn’t have any
children of my own, I hoped other children who did not
have parents can also grow up in the warm environment of
a family. Meanwhile, my sister’s marriage was in jeopardy
and her two young sons immediately lost their warm
family lives.” Morris added, “My own parents were very
supportive of the decision. However ultimately, we still
ended up fostering the two little children.”

Anissa continued, “When we decided to immigrate to
Canada, we officially adopted my two nieces so they could
immigrate with us. Maybe it was fate. Soon after we came
to Canada, my sister discovered she had cancer so at least
she was not too worried about her children’s future. Before
she passed away, she had the fortune of becoming a
Catholic. We hope she now rests in peace.” Morris told us,
“We didn’t have any experience giving birth and bringing
up children, the only thing we could do was to treat our
children like friends, and up to now our relationship had
been a harmonious one.” Anissa added, “A priest once
reminded me: you should become a servant to these two
children. His words were very insightful to me.”
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Returning to the Kingdom of God

On Sunday, November 5, Pope Benedict XVI delivered an
address to thousands of pilgrims in St. Peter’s Square with
the theme of ‘death’, before the midday Angelus.

“Human beings are influenced by the civilization of
comfort, and they harbour fear towards death, because
human beings have a natural vocation to life and
happiness. However, to die, is part of life and not only of
its end.” “St. Francis described death in his Canticle of
Creatures as ‘Sister Bodily Death’. We must not fear the
death of the body.”

“The message of the liturgy of the Easter Season: By
dying, Christ destroyed death, and death is no longer the
venom. If in Christ human life is a departure ‘from this
world to the Father’ (John 13:1), the hour of death is the
moment in which this departure takes places in a concrete
and definite way.”

“The authentic death, which one must fear, is that of the
soul, called by the Book of Revelation ‘second death’
(20:14-15; 21:8). In fact, he who dies in mortal sin, without
repentance, locked in prideful rejection of God's love.”
“Through the intercession of Most Holy Mary and of St.
Joseph, let us pray to the Lord for the grace to prepare
ourselves serenely to depart from this world, when he wills
to call us, with the hope of being able to be with him
eternally, in the company of the saints and of our deceased
loved ones.”
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Parish Pastoral Council

The election for the core committee of the Parish
Pastoral Council will be held on December 5. In other
parishes, the size of their pastoral council is usually very
small, and their members are mostly appointed by their
pastor. The main responsibility of these council
members is to provide professional opinions to the
pastor, and they must not be the representatives of any
parish groups. However, our parish pastoral council is
made up of the representatives of all parish and working
groups. In other words, it is a joint-committee of all
existing parish groups. In CMCC, there are 35 parish
group representatives and 12 working group
representatives. The four core committee members are
elected by the rest of the council members.

I believe that each post has its own blessings, that is,
whoever is elected to hold a certain post, s/he must have
the ability to handle it.

The parish pastoral council is a church by itself,
because, together with the pastor, it functions by always
keeping Jesus in the middle of the parish. When all the
members in the council are able to work together whole-
heartedly, the entire parish will benefit from the
coherence and joy. The quality of the core committee of
the parish pastoral council does not have to be of any
high regards, nor does it have to be very energetic.
However, it has to work well with others, be patient,
and bear the responsibility of evangelization.
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The Spirit of Assisi — Passing of the torch

To commemorate the 20th anniversary of the first
“Interreligious Meeting of Prayer for Peace” which was held
in Assisi on October 27, 1986, the Pontifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue invited youth representatives from
different world religions to attend a youth conference which
was held from November 4 to 8. 45 representatives from 29
different countries representing different religions (including
Hinduism, Taoism, Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, Sikhism etc.)
in addition to 35 Catholic representatives and 16 delegates
from other Christian denominations. The topic of this
conference is “Assisi’s spirit of peace”.

Pope Benedict spoke about “Assisi’s spirit of peace” on
September 2. He said, “Let us all pray earnestly for
peace. Prayer does not divide but unites and is a decisive
element for an effective pedagogy of peace, hinged on
friendship, reciprocal acceptance and dialogue between people
of different cultures and religions.” Kathryn Lohre
represented Geneva World Council of Churches, speaking
about the topic of “preserving common values and respecting
different ideology”. One of the days of the conference
included a walking pilgrimage for all participants from St.
Francis Basilica to Rivotorto, the place where St. Francis
worked and evangelized. On the last day, the group went to
Rome and received the blessings of the Holy Father in St.
Peter’s Square along with some 30,000 pilgrims. The young
delegates proclaimed to other young people, “Let us carry on
the spirit of Pope John Paul II, may there be ‘no more
violence, no more war, no more terrorism. In the name of
God, may all religions bring the world justice, peace,
forgiveness, life and love.”
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A New Generation of Chinese

On November 27th, the Auxiliary Bishop of Toronto,
Bishop Richard Grecco met with the pastors from the four
Chinese parishes in Toronto. The meeting gave us an
opportunity to share our experience on pastoral work.
Bishop Grecco appreciates the efforts the Chinese parishes
put into evangelization and noted that the fruits are
obvious. He is also very concerned about the direction the
Chinese community is taking in youth formation.

Specifically, he asks us for advices as to how to pass onto
the next generation the beauty of the Chinese culture, the
responsibility of social education and the uniqueness of the
Canadian society. The Bishop was very happy to hear from
Fr. Peter Chin that, workforces were formed within the
four Chinese parishes, to express to the Canadian
government the Catholic point of view on issues such as
pro-life and traditional marriage.

In my humble opinion, each culture has its glamorous and
not so glamorous side. Fortunately, the spirit of gospel
applies no matter where you go, and is not limited by any
cultural boundaries. St. Paul once said, “For all of you who
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male
nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians
3:27-28) The objective of evangelical work is to let the
spirit of the gospel flow into the very depth of each
individual’s heart.
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Coherence of the Roman Catholic Church and
the Orthodox Church

When the Roman Emperor moved to Constantinople (known
now as Istanbul) in 333 A.D., the bishop of Constantinople,
Patriarch, severed their relationship with the Roman bishop,
naming himself, Ecumenical Patriarch. This separation
continued until Pope Paul VI met with Atanagoras I in
Bethlehem in 1967. After Pope John Paul II convened with
Demitrios I in 1979, a Joint Committee was formed for the
inception of the Theological Dialogue between Orthodox and
Roman Catholics. Recently when Pope Benedict XVI visited
Turkey, he met with Bartholomew I and announced a Common
Declaration. The declaration focused on, on one hand,
encouraging the Joint Committee to establish an agreement; and
on the other, promoting formation of partnership between the
two churches to support cultural, parish ministry and social
justice initiatives.

On November 27, Bartholomew I, under the title of “That They
May All Be One”, published an article in the Italian edition of
L’Osservatore Romano, expressing his strong hope in
ecumenism. “With honor and dignity, the Ecumenical
Patriarchate bears the burden of the People of God. We respond
to the challenges of our time and to the appeals of many people
who live in need, poverty, danger and injustice. Moreover, we are
committed to opposing all forms of violence, for the peaceful
coexistence of all religious communities in our country. Having
lived for centuries in a predominantly Muslim environment, our
Church has always promoted dialogue between peoples and
encouraged them to live together in peace, in harmony and in
reconciliation, disregarding differences of race, religion and
culture. We consider this visit an opportunity to manifest our
fraternal love to His Holiness Benedict XVI and to renew our
commitment to continue on our common spiritual path toward
the unity of the Church.”
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Statement From Aloysius Cardinal Ambrozic
Regarding The Question Of The Redefinition
Of Civil Marriage

Today we have seen that a majority of our elected
officials have voted not to reopen the debate on the
redefinition of civil marriage. Canadians should reflect
carefully on the social consequences of these actions,
considering the ramification of a society that no longer
recognizes the uniqueness and fundamental value to the
lifelong union of a man and woman in marriage.

While the government at this time has chosen not to
pursue further debate on the issue, the Church
continues, and will always continue to teach, celebrate
and struggle for marriage as the union of a man and a
woman, as a lifelong commitment for the mutual love of
the spouses and open to the creation and rearing of
children. As the keystone of society, the family is the
most favourable environment in which to welcome
children.

I give thanks to the thousands of individuals both in the
Archdiocese of Toronto and across the country, who
have worked tirelessly to support traditional
marriage. I am also grateful for the fine example of
married couples who faithfully live out this sacrament
each day.
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The Human Person, The Heart of Peace

The theme of the message of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI for the
celebration of the World Day of Peace on January 1, 2007 is “The Human
Person, The Heart of Peace”. “As one created in the image of God, each
individual human being has the dignity of a person; he or she is not just
something, but someone, capable of self-knowledge, self-possession, free
self-giving and entering into communion with others. At the same time,
each person is called, by grace, to offer him a response of faith and love.
Saint Augustine teaches that ‘God created us without our aid; but he did
not choose to save us without our aid.”

“My venerable predecessor Pope John Paul II, addressing the General
Assembly of the United Nations on 5 October 1995, stated that ‘we do not
live in an irrational or meaningless world... there is a moral logic which is
built into human life and which makes possible dialogue between
individuals and peoples.’ Peace is based on respect for the rights of all. As
far as the right to life is concerned, we must denounce its widespread
violation in our society: alongside the victims of armed conflicts,
terrorism and the different forms of violence, there are the silent deaths
caused by hunger, abortion, experimentation on human embryos and
euthanasia.” “At the origin of many tensions that threaten peace are
surely the many unjust inequalities still tragically present in our world.
Particularly insidious among these are, on the one hand, inequality in
access to essential goods like food, water, shelter, health; on the other
hand, there are persistent inequalities between men and women in the
exercise of basic human rights.”

“Alongside the ecology of nature, there exists what can be called a
“human” ecology, which in turn demands a “social” ecology. All this
means that humanity, if it truly desires peace, must be increasingly
conscious of the links between natural ecology, or respect for nature, and
human ecology. Equally unacceptable are conceptions of God that would
encourage intolerance and recourse to violence against others. This is a
point which must be clearly reaffirmed: war in God's name is never
acceptable! The rights described in the 1948 Universal Declaration are
held to be based on man's very nature and his inalienable dignity as a
person created by God.” “Let every Christian be committed to tireless
peace-making and strenuous defence of the dignity of the “human person
and his inalienable rights.
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Ephphatha”, that is, “Be Opened”

The Church (Catholic and Christian) organizes a “Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity” annually from January 22 to 29.
This event originated from South Africa in 1950s. Umlazi — a
small town in deep poverty on the outskirts of the big cities in
South Africa — lacked schools, hospitals and suitable housing
due to poverty and apartheid in the country. A group of well-
intentioned Christian leaders realized that there was a need to
build a constructive dialogue among everybody, in order to
seek improvements in their living conditions. This slowly
evolved into the yearly “Week of prayer for Christian Unity”
organized by different Christian communities.

This year’s theme will be “Ephphatha”, meaning “Be
Opened”. It was inspired by a passage from the Gospel of
Mark 7:32-39. “Be Opened” refers to how we have to open up
our hearts, and listen to God’s Word of Life. At the same
time, we need to be more attentive and responsive to human
suffering. Lucy Shara is a black woman from a South African
town called Durban. She was a vice group leader at a factory.
One day she realized that a form of acute asthma was
spreading among the workers and that it was caused by poor
working conditions. She spoke with a higher authority about
it and proposed to install a machine to purify the air in the
environment. At first the company rejected her proposal.
Lucy, however, felt a fire within her that gave her courage and
kept her calm in the midst of all the discussions. She
persevered and the air purifier was installed eventually. We
could have been “deafened” by our busy lives, or we simply
could not be bothered, and thus missed out on all the
opportunities to help people around us. “Lord, please open up
our hearts, so that we can hear. You call us through people
around us!”
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World Day of the Sick

On February 11, 2007, when the Church keeps the liturgical memorial of
Our Lady of Lourdes, the Fifteenth World Day of the Sick will be
celebrated in Seoul, Korea. Below are the main points of the message
from His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI towards the sick and those
suffering:Advances in the health sciences often provide the means
necessary to meet challenges. Human life, however, has intrinsic
limitations, and sooner or later it ends in death. It is necessary to stress
once again the need for more palliative care centres. This is a right
belonging to every human being,

Many millions of people in our world still experience insanitary living
conditions and lack access to much-needed medical resources, often of the
most basic kind

The Church, following the example of the Good Samaritan, has always
shown particular concern for the infirm. Through her individual
members and institutions, she continues to stand alongside the suffering
and to attend the dying, striving to preserve their dignity at these
significant moments of human existence. Many such individuals, health
care professionals, pastoral agents and volunteers, and institutions
throughout the world are tirelessly serving the sick, in hospitals and in
palliative care units, on city streets, in housing projects and parishes.

Brothers and sisters suffering from incurable and terminal diseases can
contemplate the sufferings of Christ crucified, and, in union with him, to
turn to the Father with complete trust.

The Pope asks the Lord to strengthen the faith in his love, especially
during these trials that everyone is experiencing.

The Pope wants everyone to always find the spiritual encouragement and
strength needed to nourish the faith and bring everyone closer to the
Father of Life.

The Pope asks ecclesial communities throughout the world, and
particularly those dedicated to the service of the infirm, to continue, with
the help of Mary, Salus Infirmorum, to bear effective witness to the loving
concern of God our Father. May the Blessed Virgin, our Mother, comfort
those who are ill and sustain all who have devoted their lives, as Good
Samaritans, to healing the physical and spiritual wounds of those who
suffer.
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The 2008 International Eucharistic Congress

The year 2008 marks the 400th anniversary of the beginning
of the Catholic Church in Canada. The late Pope John Paul
the Second accepted the proposal of the Conference of
Catholic Bishops of Canada, and it was announced that the
International Eucharistic Congress would be celebrated in
Quebec City in 2008. The Archdiocese of Toronto will send
400 delegates to the assembly in total while 2 delegates will
represent each parish. In order to promote prayerful
preparation from Catholics in Canada, the Ark of the New
Covenant, which was blessed in Rome on May 11th 2006, will
be traveling to different parishes in the country. The Ark is a
small altar, on which the Eucharist is exposed in a monstrance
for adoration. The Ark of the New Covenant will be traveling
to St. Justin Martyr’s Church (Unionville) on January 24th
(Wed). From noon onwards, parishioners may freely visit to
pray. In the evening at 7:00 pm there will be a mass and all
parishioners that reside in Markham are welcome.

The theme of the 49th International Eucharistic Congress,
which will be celebrated from June 15th to 22nd 2008, is:
“The Eucharist, gift of God for the life of the world”. The
first International Eucharistic Congress was held in France in
1881. There were about 300 attendees who came from all over
Europe to promote the adoration of the Eucharist. In recent
years the number of participants has increased to fifteen
thousand. The 7 days of activities include: catechesis, liturgy,
social justice and cultural exchanges. Ever since Pope Paul VI
attended the International Eucharistic Congress held in 1964
in Bombay, the presence of the Pope has been a tradition.
Therefore the attendance of Pope Benedict at the Quebec
congress is expected. Please pray for the IEC. If possible,
please participate in the nightly Adoration of the Eucharist
and Holy Hour.
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May Archbishop Anthony Meagher Rest in Peace

After a lengthy four-year battle with cancer, Archbishop
Anthony Meagher died peacefully on (Sunday) January 14,
2007. Born in the year 1940, he was ordained a priest in 1972;
then he was appointed Auxiliary Bishop of Toronto in 1997,
and finally he was named Archbishop of Kingston in 2002. A
few months after being appointed archbishop of Kingston, he
was diagnosed with cancer. Cardinal Francis Stafford, then
the Vatican official responsible for World Youth Day 2002 in
Toronto, jokingly said to him, "God must love the Church of
Kingston very much to send her a sick shepherd." Although
faced with problems such as clergymen shortage and financial
difficulties, Archbishop Meagher had devoted a lot of his
times and efforts to welcome and receive priests from all
dioceses. Father Raymond de Souza said, “It is rare and
commendable for a bishop to act as a true father to his fellow
priests, however, Archbishop Meagher had made it happen.”

Before Archbishop Meagher passed away, he wrote one last
note to his flock: “God allowed me to be sick at this time in
order that I might be better able to relate, as Chief Shepherd,
to all in our Archdiocese who are not well. I really believe
that this is a mission that God has given me, and I am
astounded to see how God has been able to use my weakness
to touch the hearts of so many people in a positive way.”
Father Raymond de Souza said, “God has sent him as a
witness of faith in the face of suffering, which has always been
the central drama of human existence.” While still serving as
an auxiliary bishop in Toronto, he had hosted a liturgy in our
parish church. And whenever I passed by Kingston to visit
him, he always greeted me in a warm and friendly way. This
is one thing I have learned from him. May Archbishop
Anthony Meagher rest in peace.
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Markham Interchurch Committee for
Affordable Housing

According to data from the York Region Alliance to End
Homelessness: In 2005:

= 6,000 families were waiting for government housing
allowance, which include 13,000 family members, in which
3,600 were age 16 or under about one-fourth of families that
applied for housing allowance were single parent families

= women who were victims of domestic violence (already
considered high priority cases) needed to wait at least 3-12
months before they received assistance

=  those families that applied for assistance in North York must
wait 3-5 years on average, and those that lived in the south
part (such as Richmond Hill, Markham, Vaughan) must wait
an average of over 6 years

=  seniors waited 3-5 years before they received assistance

=  single family members who were not seniors must wait over
7 years

In order to address the above social issues, various religious
organizations in Markham founded the MICAH - Markham
Interchurch Committee for Affordable Housing in 1998 so that
resources can be better utilized to help families in poverty. There
are now 13 religious organizations that are part of the committee,
wherein St Patrick Church and St Justin Martyr Church are
Catholic organizations.

MICAH’s contact information: c/o Water Street Non-profit
Homes, 20Water Street, Markham, ON L3P-7P7, tel 905-415-
8067 fax 905-415-0682, e-mail: proth@sympatico.ca
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The 22nd World Youth Day 2007

World Youth Day 2007 will be held in individual dioceses
around the world while World Youth Day 2008 will be hosted
at Sydney, Australia. Pope Benedict X VI has already decided
the theme for WYD2008, “But you shall receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth." (Acts 1:8) In order to celebrate
this year’s 22nd World Youth Day which will be held on Palm
Sunday, the Pope asks us to meditate on Jesus’ words, “A new
commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I
have loved you, that you also love one another.” (John 13:34)
The Pope asks young people to love one another and even to
forgive those who have wronged them. He also asks the
young to be engaged in parish activities, responsible in their
own roles and devoted in service of others.

To young people who are romantically involved, the Pope
invites them to uphold holiness and chastity as standards and
practice restraint to develop mutual respect and purity. The
Pope pointed out that Christian marriage is a vocation within
the Church. He also feels that the young people who pursue
vocations in dioceses or in religious orders can be witnesses to
their peers about the source of true happiness. The Pope also
reminds young people that in addition to preparing for
professional careers, they must also familiarize themselves
with church doctrines and social teachings. The Pope says,
“You must work hard to develop a culture of love.” The Pope
also welcomes young people to use the examples of saints as
role models. He specifically mentioned the much beloved
Mother Teresa. Finally, the Pope asks the young people to
pray often and to adore the Eucharist. Because if we lack
God’s loving grace, we can do nothing.
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Sharing from Archbishop Collins

Archbishop met with religious from the Archdiocese of
Toronto on Feb 7 at St. Bonaventure Church. At this
gathering, he shared with the group his life stories. The
one saint that the Archbishop revered is St. Charles
Borromeo. This Archbishop of Milan was not particularly
good at speaking. Nevertheless, he never failed to touch
people’s heart. During the 2-year plague in Milan, he
mobilized all resources to help the sick, to the point where
the archdiocese had to go into debt. He also went ahead
and took care of the sick himself. He was 48 when he died.

When he was a youth, Archbishop Collins also admired
Bishop Fulton Sheen from the States. He claimed that
Bishop Sheen had a deep impact on his own spiritual
growth. Bishop Sheen was apparently very good with
words. Also, he would pray in front of the Eucharist for an
hour every day.

A priest asked Archbishop Collins for his thoughts
regarding how to steward the minority communities. The
Archbishop felt that effective stewarding needs to be
culturally sensitive. He shared with us a personal
experience. One occasion, he met this Italian, who he
thought must be a Catholic. He later found out that this
Italian had become a Protestant, since he had no access to
an Italian community when he first immigrated to Canada.
The Archbishop has agreed to celebrate mass with us on
the parish’s feast day (July 8th). He’ll also be celebrating
our parish’s 20th anniversary on that day.
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Sharelife

ShareLife was founded by Archbishop Philip Pocock in
1976. The fund is currently assisting 34 Catholic
agencies and 10 grants in aid. There are over 200,000
people receiving such assistance every year. ShareLife
raised a total of $13,072,054 in 2006, plus a special
rescue fund of $1,707,260. According to its financial
report in 2006, 26% of the funding goes to family
assistance, 16% goes to grants in aid, 10% goes to new
immigrant and refugee assistance, 10% goes to single-
parent family and elderly assistance, 9% goes to pastoral
training funding support, 7% goes to youth and child
assistance, 5% goes to fund-raising support, and 3% of
administration fee. There are 4,000 volunteers in
Toronto who are helping in various communities, and
they have contributed over 250,000 working hours. The
fund-raising dates for ShareLife in all parishes in 2007
are on March 25, April 29, and June 3. The Finance
Department of the Canadian Federal Government has
passed a new law recently stating that all stocks donated
to fund-raising organizations can receive tax-exemption
on all its revenues. Tax receipts will also be issued for
all stocks donated to these organizations. As you may all
know, our parish still owes the Archdiocese and the
bank over CAN$1 million. However, according to the
current progress of the Church Building Fund, we are
on track to repay all the loans in a timely manner. Thus,
I invite everyone to continually support our Church
Building Fund, as well as donating to the ShareLife
fund as well. After all, you will receive more blessing to
give than to receive.
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Pilgrimage to Holy Land

At the time of this writing, there are still 24 hours to go
until we begin the journey to the Holy Land. Therefore
the purpose of my writing is not to report on what
happened, but to share my thoughts. The leader of this
pilgrimage is Sr. Jocelyn. Last year, she contacted me
because she noticed that there were many catechists in the
various Chinese parishes. She wanted to introduce to the
Catechists a few textbooks on the topic of the Holy Land
that she authored. Sr Jocelyn is one of the Sisters of Zion.
She lived in Jerusalem for a few years, and she is the vice
chairperson of the Ontario Bible Committee. I once had
an opportunity to attend a short bible workshop organized
by her Order. Hence when I met her I felt a sense of
familiarity.

In our conversation I learned that every year she leads a
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Thus we quickly decided
that she will lead a group from this parish. I have been to
the Holy Land a few times, and the first time was more
than thirty years ago. Back then I was still studying in
Rome and I was visiting a Salesian priest who came from
Hong Kong, but was studying in Bethlehem. I did not stay
long that time, but strangely enough the places where Jesus
lived and worked made a deep impression upon me. Later
visits, such as the time when I went with a few Hong Kong
parishioners and again during my studies in Jerusalem;
only deepened the impression; but the first impression was
the most memorable.However, every time I visit the Holy
Land, I experience the quiet charm of the place. Whether
it’s on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, the ruins of the
temple, or the Garden of Gethsemane; they all reflect the
light of Jesus’ presence.
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The Real Tomb of Jesus?

Recently, executive producer James Cameron and director
Simcha Jacobovici revealed their latest discovery: 10
ossuaries or “bone-boxes” belonging to the family of Jesus.
These 10 ossuaries are now placed in the Israel Antiquities
Association. Of course, their claims are of publicity and
attention, because their only reason is that one of the
ossuaries was inscribed with Yeshua bar Yosef (Jesus, son
of Joseph). The name Yeshua is a rather common Jewish
name from that period, there are two other tombs
discovered in the 1980s with the same name inscribed.
Professor Amos Kloner, who originally excavated the
tomb, has confirmed that these ossuaries do not belong to
the family of Jesus in Jerusalem. Professor Kloner, who
teaches Archaeology at Bar-Ilan University, was the first
archaeologist to examine the site.

Biblical Anthropologist Professor Joe Zias had said: “Only
rich people are buried in family tomb. If Jesus’ family was
wealthy enough to own a burial cave, he should be buried
in his home town of Nazareth because he is called Jesus of
Nazareth.” Moreover, both Romans and Jews have been
actively looking for Jesus’ body, to avoid Christians from
spreading the Good news of Christ. Thus, if the tomb was
the family tomb of Jesus, the Jews would make this an
issue already, denying the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

And Cameron said that he was neither a Biblical scholar
nor an archeologist, but a documentary film maker.
Therefore, we should not doubt that Christ has already
risen and He is amongst us.
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2007 Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

A total of 100 of us participated in the pilgrimage. The whole
journey was completed in a joyful and peaceful atmosphere; it
was definitely a blessing from God.Renewing Baptismal Vow
The water in the river was not cold but still a bit chilly. Although
the water was quite polluted, over 70 brothers and sisters renewed
their baptismal pledge by dipping into the river. Many brothers
and sisters had tears of thankfulness as they resurfaced the river.

Renewing Wedding Vows in the Church of the Wedding at
Cana 21 couples renewed their wedding vows during the mass.
One gentleman who participated in the ceremony said to me:
“Even though I had been married for over 20 years, this is the
first time I felt like I’'m on a honey moon.” This feeling indeed is
analogous to the effect when Jesus turned “water into wine”.

Valley of the Shadow of Death On our way from Jerusalem to
the Dead Sea, we passed through an arid valley that looked like
the Valley of the Shadow of Death described in Psalm Chapter 23.
However the sound of water was heard from the bottom of the
valley and in the distance stood the Greek Eastern Orthodox St.
George Monastery amid a green sea of jade cypress. The scenery
conveyed a spirit of defiance and was quite captivating.

Masses Commemorating Jesus’ Life Since every church in the
Holy Land is allowed to hold special masses, therefore even
during the time of Lent, we had a chance to participate in
different mases, such as an Annunication mass at the Church of
Annunciation in Nazareth, a Christmas mass in Bethlehem, a
mass commemorating Jesus’ suffering in Select Mani Hill Church
and finally a mass celebrating Jesus’ resurrection in the Holy
Sepulchre Church. Within the short period of 10 days, we
commemorated Jesus’ whole life. Indeed, isn’t our own life’s
journey a brief sketch of Jesus’ life?
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For the pass & to come

Fr. Victor Agius and Fr. Joseph Cho will be leaving our parish on
April 10. I would likve to thank them for their service to our
parish for the past 2 years. The main reason the recently retired
Cardinal Ambrozic brought these two non-Chinese priests to
serve pastorally at the Chinese Martyrs Parish is because they
belong to a spiritual organization and can mobilize the sense of
unity of the parish. Because of the difference in language and
culture, I believe they had many difficulties to overcome. Fr.
Agius will serve in Rome and Fr. Cho will serve in the
Philippines. May the Lord continue to keep them. For myself, I
will be returning to serve in Hong Kong in September.

The Congregation of John the Baptist has already accepted the
Archdiocese of Toronto’s invitation and will be assigning two
priests to serve as pastors in our parish, Fr. Bernardine Ding and
Fr. Andrew Deng. Fr. Ding is originally from Gan Xu, and
graduated from the Collegium Theologium Ecclesiae Catholicae
in Beijing in 1989 and was ordained in 1994 in Argentina. He
joined the Congregation of John the Baptist in New York in 1997.
After his profession of first vows he had been serving in
Argentina. After he professed his final vows in 2002, he obtained
the Master of Divinity in the US. He’s been serving the Chinese
community in New York since graduating in 2005.

Fr. Deng is originally from Shaan Xi, graduating from Shaan Xi
Province Major Seminary in 1994 and was ordained in the same
year. After serving his parish for 5 years, he studied at Beijing
University in Information Management and Religion. In 2002,
he went to the Philippines to study English and theology. He
joined the Congregation of John the Baptist in 2004 and
professed his first vows in January 2007. He currently does
pastoral work in the Philippines. Both priests will be moving to
Toronto shortly. May the Lord bless them.
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Father Vincent Lebbe

In the history of the Catholic Church in China, Fr. Lebbe is one
of the best in terms of promoting the job of evangelization by
local priests. Because of his hard work, a total of six Chinese
bishops were consecrated by Pope Pius XI on October 28, 1926.
Fr. Lebbe was born in Belgium in 1887, and he joined the
Congregation of the Mission during his youth. He was ordained
in China at the age of 24. His motto is “Born a Chinese, Die a
Chinese”. He once also said that “My eyes and nose may look like
a foreigner, but my heart is a true Chinese!” He later also became
a Chinese citizen.

In order to fight against the colony mentality, he actively pursued
the idea of having a local bishop. When Japan invaded China, he
organized ambulance teams to take care of those injured during
the war. He also published a newspaper at that time to boost the
spirit of those in war. He founded four organizations, namely the
Evangelization Auxiliary Committee, International Catholic
Auxiliaries, Congregation of St. John the Baptist, and The Little
Sisters of St. Theresa of the Child Jesus. Their spiritual ideas are
based on complete sacrifice, real love, and a constant state of
happiness.

Some of the highlights from Fr. Lebbe include “I always give
100% of my energy, never 99%”, “We should look for jobs, but
not the jobs coming to look for us”, “Don’t be afraid to waste
your effort, but only be worried about not achieving the best

»

results”, “Control the environment, but don’t be controlled by
» <«

it”, “The highest level of treating others is to do so without any
tricks”. Fr. Lebbe returned to God’s kingdom on June 24, 1940.

The Congregation of St. John the Baptist founded the Lebbe
Secondary School in Hong Kong in 1949, and congregations in
Taiwan beginning in 1954. May the patriotism of Fr. Lebbe
remain in our heart forever.
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Divine Mercy Sunday

Sr. Mary Faustina Kowalska was born in Poland in the
year 1905. She joined the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy
when she was twenty years old. At that time she was
responsible for the kitchen, gardening and keeping watch
at the door. It was then that Jesus proclaimed a mysterious
statement to this Sister who was pure of heart and faithful
in God - “In the old testament, I sent forth my prophets to
convey my wrath to my people. Today I am sending you to
bring my divine mercy to the world. I do not want to
punish mankind, I only wish to heal them, so that they can
be closer to my merciful sacred heart.”

Jesus also said to Sr. Faustina, “To receive the grace of my
divine mercy, there is only one way, that is to believe in
me. The more that the soul believes in me, the more grace
the soul will receive. The souls that believe in me will give
me great consolation, because I will bestow precious graces
upon them.”

When Jesus appeared to Sr. Faustina on February 22, 1931,
a ray of red light and a ray of white light came from his
sacred heart. The late Pope John Paul the Second
explained that the red light is a symbol of the sacrifice
upon the cross and the Eucharist while the white light is a
symbol of baptism and the gifts of the Holy Spirit, when he
blessed Sr. Faustina on April 30, 2000. Pope John Paul the
Second also read from the diary of Sr. Faustina a story that
describes her willingness to suffer for others, to remind us
to be more generous towards each other. The pope also
designated the Second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy
Sunday, on May 5, 2000. Let us proclaim to Jesus, with
steadfastness, “Jesus, I trust in You!”
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Saviour of Child-less Couples — Dr. John Billings

Dr. Billings, who is an Australian, was born in 1918. At the
age of 29, he was awarded a Nuffield Fellowship for post-
graduate studies in London specializing in neurology. Upon
returning to Australia, he was subsequently appointed Head
of the Department of Neurology at St Vincent's Hospital,
Melbourne, and Dean of the Undergraduate Medical School
within the Faculty of Medicine of the University of
Melbourne.

In 1953, he researched with two other doctors together to
develop the method of cervical mucus to determine the date of
ovulation of women. This method is also called the Billings
Method. Because of the agreement from other doctors around
the world, the World Organization of the Ovulation Method
Billings (WOOMB) was founded. Dr. Billings and his wife,
who was also a doctor, travelled to many countries throughout
the world to lecture others of this method.

Since 1989, Dr. Billings had spent a lot of time in China to
lecture this method, and thus reducing countless number of
abortions. A lot of couples who had previously been
considered to be infertile were able to achieve pregnancy.
There are currently 1800 professionals practicing the Billings
Method in China, while each professional is working together
with 50 assistants. An estimated 3 million couples are
benefiting from this method, and it is now the only
government-approved method of natural family planning. Dr.
Billings passed away on April 1 at the age of 89 and is
survived by his 9 children. His funeral mass was held at the
Melbourne Cathedral on April 5. Let us all pray for this
doctor who has benefited the human population.
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Santo Subito - Saint At Once

During Pope John Paul’s funeral in 2005, crowded in St Peter’s
Square, pilgrims held up placards saying ‘Santo Subito’, calling
for the Polish Pope to be declared a saint immediately. During
the mass that marked the second anniversary of the Pontiff’s
death, the first step toward the process for the sainthood of Pope
John Paul II has formally ended as well. This process was
previously authorized and accelerated by Pope Benedict XVI,
overriding the usual five-year waiting period. A weighty dossier
of ‘evidence’ of John Paul’s holiness, which includes all his
writings and over 100 witnesses’ testimony, will now be handed
over to the Vatican’s Congregation for the Causes of Saints.

Cardinal Camillo Ruini, the vicar for the Rome diocese, reflected
during the mass at the basilica of St. John Lateran “With his
affirmation in God’s love and his complete fulfillment to God, the
late Pope had discovered the meaning of life and became one with
Christ. Although he had shown signs of restlessness during his
final months, it came from the fact that he was unable to perform
his job like he used to be, and not his suffering of the Parkinson’s
disease.”

Sr. Marie-Simon-Pierre is a French nun and a member of the
Congregation of the Little Sisters of Catholic Motherhood who
has received a miraculous cure. Diagnosed with Parkinson’s in
2001, she said that watching Pope John Paul II deteriorates from
the effects of Parkinson’s disease “I saw myself in the years to
come.” When Pope John Paul II died on April 2, 2005; Sr.
Marie-Simon-Pierre’s condition began to worsen. All members
of the Little Sisters of Catholic Motherhood in France and in
Senegal began praying to Pope John Paul II to intervene with
God to heal her. When Sr. Marie-Simon-Pierre woke up on June
3, she knew she was able to write, to walk and to function
normally.
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One Hundred Fifty-Three

After Jesus resurrected, He was standing on the shore of
Lake of Galilee one morning, greeting His disciples, asking
them if they had caught any fish for breakfast. His
disciples said no because they had gone fishing the whole
night without any luck. Jesus asked them to cast their nets
over the right side of the boat. At last, they had a big catch,
a total of one hundred and fifty-three large fish. According
to scholars’ explanation, the number one hundred and
fifty-three represented all kinds of fish in the Lake of
Galilee, meaning the disciples who follow Peter the
fisherman who catches men should take up the
responsibility of spreading the Good News to the whole
humanity. Today, this responsibility also rests on every
Christian. But in this multicultural and multi-faith society
of Canada, how do we realize the aspiration of “so that they
may be one”?

First, we must learn to narrow each other’s distance. We
may come from different cultures and different religions,
or without any religion, but each one of us has the same
belief in equality, peace, unity, honor and love. Therefore,
we can respect and cooperate with each other based on
these beliefs then our distance will be narrowed. On the
other hand, we should not try to change others around us.
When we live in the truth, the truth will be apparent. Only
God and the Holy Spirit can move others’ heart.

Eventually, when we try our best to build a united world,
Jesus will be in the midst of us. This is because he
promised, “For where two or three have gathered together
in My name, I am there in their midst.”
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St. Jean Gabriel Taurin Duffresse MEP

The Relics of St. Jean Gabriel Taurin Duffresse MEP will
forever be observed on the altar of our church beginning
from the mass on May 19 (Eve of the Feast Day of the
Ascension of our Lord) hosted by His Eminence Joseph
Cardinal Zen. He, together with the rest of the 119 Chinese
Martyrs, were been canonized by the late Pope John Paul
II in the year 2000.

St. Jean Gabriel Taurin Duffresse MEP originated from
France, and he was born in the year 1750. He joined the
Paris Foreign Missions in 1774. Upon ordination, he went
to China to spread the Gospel in 1775. After staying in
Macau for two years, he had to secretly go to work at Si-
chuan Cheng-du, because the Chinese government at that
time prohibited any religious work. He worked there for
eight years before getting escorted under guard back to
Macau. He returned to Si-chuan two years later, and
started teaching in Zhung-qing. The number of
parishioners started from 30 in 1789, and increased to
1,200 in 1797. Five schools were started during that period
of time. He was consecrated as bishop in 1801 while
looking after territories such as Si-chuan, Yun-nam, and
Gui-zhou. There were a total of 50,000 parishioners.

Unfortunately, persecution started in 1804 and Si-chuan
was one of the most seriously affected cities. As a result, St.
Jean Gabriel Taurin Duffresse MEP was arrested in 1815
and sacrificed his life. His head was hung on top of the
gate to the city for three days. His body was currently
buried in Paris Foreign Missions, and one of his bones of
was now offered on our altar. St. Jean Gabriel Taurin
Duffresse MEP, please pray for us.
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March for Life

This year March for Life was held on May 10th at the
Parliament Hill in Ottawa. The media did not put much
focus on it because it is regarded as a demonstration of a
religious nature. At the same time the media realizes that,
for politicians, the March for Life represents only the
perspective of a few minority groups, and therefore is not
news-worthy. Does this mean then that the issue of
abortion has been resolved for the majority of Canadian
citizens, and that most Canadians agree that abortion
should be legalized? In fact, it does not.

According to a market research report by Ipsos-Reid, in
the year 2000, only 43% of those surveyed agreed that
women should have a choice for abortion. In a survey
taken in 2006, the results suggested that if the government
implemented restrictions on abortion, 50% of those
surveyed said that they would not pull their votes from this
government. From another report by Environics, one-
third of Canadians believe that legislation should be
introduced to protect the rights of a baby from the moment
of conception.

Recently, the Canadian Medical Association published
some guidance in its newsletter about how a doctor can
refuse to carry out abortion on the basis of his/her religious
or moral grounds. Also he/she does not have to refer the
patient to another doctor to perform the procedure. Thus,
Canadians have the vision to respect life. ‘Legalization’
does not necessarily imply ‘rationalization’.
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Silent No More Awareness Campaign

“Priests for Life” and “Anglicans for Life” collaborate to
run the “Silent No More Awareness Campaign”, which
includes the annual “March for life” in Washington.
People who went through abortion would publicly share
the aftermath of abortion at these events.

Since 2004, March for Life has spread to Ottawa, featuring
the same group of people, witnessing. The Canadian
overall coordinator is Angelina Steenstra. She, together
with her husband Walter, and Fr. Vincent Heffeman
founded the “Second Chance Ministry” in 1990. This
ministry provides individual counseling, helping people
reconcile with God.

The act of abortion is extremely harsh on both men and
women, physically and emotionally. According to a
research done by Dr. David Reardon, females who have
gone through abortion have a 10 times greater chance to
attempt suicide. 60% of adult females who have considered
committing suicide, 28% went to abortion. Thus, abortion
does not only Kkill innocent lives, but also ruin one’s soul.
Taking drugs, being promiscuous, losing confidence, being
depressed and bitter — all these negative consequences
follow. Jesus once said, “Nothing is impossible for
God”. We should never despair. As long as we are willing
to repent, and trust in God , we can still live out the Peace
of our Lord.

Second Chance Ministry,

2685 Kingston Rd, Scarborough, ON, MIM 1M4

Fr Vince Heffernan 416-261-7135 Ext 231

Angelina Steenstra 905-430-7990
Email:Angelina@secondchanceministry.ca
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Love that Heals

This year’s Mariapolis was held on May 19-21 at the Salvation
Army Camp at Lake Simcoe. The theme of the event was “Love
that Heals”, and there were about 250 participants, with a third of
them being youngsters and children. Around 40% of the
participants were also Chinese. This event was organized by the
Focolare Movement. Through a vacationing format and a witness
of spiritual life, the idea of “may all be one” was brought out. The
only requirement for the participants was to try to open one’s
heart and “be the first one to love”. The word “love” can
instantaneously be linked to “kindness, forgiveness”. However,
“love” also includes keeping a healthy body, which includes a
good sleeping order, enough exercising, and eating regularly etc..

We also watched the movie “Akeela and the Bee” together, and it
enlightened us to the theme of “Love that Heals”. The story was
about an 11-year-old American black girl named Akeela, who was
blessed with a good memory. Her school thus sent her to a
“Spelling Bee” competition, which was held at Washington D.C.
for the final national stage. In the beginning, Akeela’s mother
strongly opposed her to joining the competition, as she was afraid
that Akeela would not be able to face the end result of losing.
However, she changed her mind at the end because she was
touched by the teachers at Akeela’s school. At the final stage, the
winner was to be determined between Akeela, a Korean student
who was under extreme pressure from her father, and another 2-
time champion. These 3 competitors became best friends during
the event, and they admired each other very much. The two-time
champion purposely gave up the chance to be the winner again so
that Akeela and the Korean student could fight for it. Akeela also
committed several mistakes on purpose so that the Korean
student could win, because she knew that the Korean student’s
dad would give her a tough punishment if she lost. However, on
the other hand, the Korean student also purposely committed
some errors. At the end, the rules made them co-winners.
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Catholic Charismatic Renewal

The charismatic experience first originated from the
American Christian community in the sixties. While the
first Catholic charismatic movement began at Duquesne
University in 1967, it quickly spread across the States,
including graduate students and professors at the
University of Notre Dame. As of 2003, Catholics from
over 230 countries have participated in the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal. Lumen Gentium, the Second
Vatican Council clearly stated that the manifestations of
the Holy Spirit are not limited to the services or
sacraments; He also distributes special graces to the
faithful of every rank in order to serve the ministries
better.

Members of the movement believe that the Holy Spirit
has continued to manifest in the same way as described
in the time of the Apostles; thus they will receive the
gifts of tongues, knowledge, healing and prophecy
through prayer meetings. Although the Pope has
accepted and respected the movement, he encourages
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal and their local
dioceses to be fostered and united as one.

When we first received the sacrament of Baptism, the
Holy Spirit has filled our heart already. And when we
pray for His guidance, He will grant us with whatever
gifts of the Spirit we need to accomplish the task; let the
Lord be present within us, to become one and in perfect
harmony.
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An Account of a Priest

The name of this priest is Fr. Donald Calloway. “My
step-father was based in the military at Los Angeles. I
was out of control at the age of 12. My whole family
moved to Japan when my step-father was sent over there
to continue his military work. At the age of 15, I even
got involved running errands for the Japanese mafia.
Thrown out of Japan, I returned to the United States
with my mother and I was in and out of the
rehabilitation centre all the time.

One evening in 1992 when I was still serving in a prison
in the state of Louisiana, I found a book called “The
Queen Visits Medjugorje” by Joseph A. Pettetier. Not
sure why I liked this book so much that I finished it
without stopping.

I asked my mother to introduce a priest to me after I left
the prison. She had been receiving counseling because
of me, and she had since become a Catholic. She
introduced to me a military chaplain, and I also became
a Catholic nine months later. Eventually I joined the
Congregation of Immaculate Conception of Divine
Mercy.” Apparently, it is so true that Jesus will not give
up on any one person, as illustrated in the parable of the
ninty-nine sheep.
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Father’s Day - Meditation on the reflections of
the late Pope John Paul II

We always feel unworthy of Christ’s friendship. Butitis a
good thing that we should have a holy fear of not
remaining faithful to it. (to priests, 1988)

Only the human person, created in the image and likeness
of God, is capable of raising a hymn of praise and
thanksgiving to the Creator. The Earth, with all its
creatures, and the entire universe call on man to be their
voice. ("Homily at San Antonio", 1987)

To evangelize is to give an account to all of the hope that is
in us. ("Message for World Migration Day" , 1997)

Love is the gift of self. It means emptying oneself to reach
out to others. In a certain sense, it means forgetting
oneself for the good of others. ("True Human Love Reflects
the Divine", 1993)

The power of Christ’s Cross and Resurrection is greater
than any evil which man could or should fear. ( "Crossing
the Threshold of Hope")

God can use our weakness as easily as our strength in order
to accomplish his will. ( Meeting with Priests, Miami,
1987)

Those who suffer are no burden to others, but with their
suffering contribute to the salvation of all. ("Meeting with
the Sick and Suffering", 1998)
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Golden Anniversary of Father Paul Tang’s Ordination

Father Tang has left the Chinese Martyrs Catholic Church for
about five years now. When I accepted installation from the
former parish priest in August 2002, Father Tang came all the
way from New York to support me. Father Tang and I had
already worked together for over a year.

Father Tang graduated from the Regional Seminary of South
China. I also studied in the same seminary, but a year after I
was enrolled it was renamed to Holy Spirit Seminary.
Anyhow, we were from the same alumni, and he was my
senior schoolmate. The impression Father Tang gave me was
amiable, hardworking and determined. Father Tang was very
down to earth and attended to everything himself. Despite his
age, he was very proficient in Chinese data-entry. He also
invented a new simple way for Chinese data-entry and had
admitted many apprentices. His sensitive thinking was also
evident from his journal. For example, he marked down every
single detail about the organization of the Spring Festival. He
was such an expert in administration.

Whenever I hold masses in the church, I always see Father
Tang’s shadow in everything I see. Ordered seats, wide altar,
beautiful stained glass, red carpet; Father Tang indeed spent a
lot of effort. Raising funds for the building of the church
wasn’t an easy task either. After he passed his retirement age,
Father Tang accepted the position of secretary for the North
American Association of Chinese Ministers. The member
address book he compiled was very beautiful. Father Tang
will be holding a mass celebrating the golden anniversary of
his ordination at our church on July 14th at 3:00pm. During
the mass, we will be inviting him to place St Jean Gabriel
Taurin Duffresse MEP’s relics on our altar.
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Message from our Heavenly Mother

“Dear Children! Also today, with great joy in my heart,
I call you to conversion. Little children, do not forget
that you are all important in this great plan, which God
leads through Medjugorje. God desires to convert the
entire world and to call it to salvation and to the way
towards Himself, who is the beginning and the end of
every being. In a special way, little children, from the
depth of my heart, I call you all to open yourselves to
this great grace that God gives you through my presence
here. I desire to thank each of you for the sacrifices and
prayers. I am with you and I bless you all. Thank you
for having responded to my call.”

In the past 26 years, Mother Mary has been appearing to
visionaries every day. Through them, our heavenly Mother
urged us to pray wholeheartedly, and to receive the Sacraments.
She knows that her children are very forgetful. Nonetheless, she
persisted in leading us onto the right path. She once said, “If you
have anything that’s troubling you, dedicate them all to me while
you pray. I’ll intercede for you in front of the Holy Spirit!” Our
Mother emphasized yet once more, that this era is a time of grace.
She wishes that we all treasure this chance to renew ourselves, to
sanctify the world. Let us not fear, but answer our Mother’s call,
and follow Jesus’ footsteps.
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Letter of the Holy Father Benedict XVI to
People’s Republic of China Catholic Church

By means of his Letter, which is made public today, Pope
Benedict XVI wishes to express his love for the Catholic
community in China and his closeness to it. From the text of the
Papal document two basic attitudes are clear: on the one hand,
deep spiritual affection for all Catholics in China and cordial
esteem for the Chinese people, and, on the other, an earnest
appeal to the perennial principles of the Catholic tradition and
the Second Vatican Council in the ecclesiological sphere. It is,
therefore, a pressing invitation to charity, unity and truth.

The Letter is directed to the Church in China and deals with
eminently religious questions, responding to precise queries
which have been addressed for some time to the Holy See by
Chinese Bishops and priests. It is not, therefore, a political
document, nor, much less, an indictment of the government
authorities, although it does not ignore the well-known
difficulties which the Church in China must daily tackle.

The Holy Father recalls the "original plan" which Christ had for
his Church and which he entrusted to the Apostles and their
successors. In this light, he takes into consideration various
problems of the Church in China which emerged during the past
fifty years. From this "plan" he also draws inspiration and
formulates guidelines to tackle and resolve, in a spirit of
communion and truth. In the Letter, Benedict XVI declares
himself fully available and open to a serene and constructive
dialogue with the civic authorities in order to find a solution to
various problems concerning the Catholic community, and reach
desired normalization of relations between Holy See and the
Government of the People’s Republic of China, freely professing
their faith and by giving generous witness of life, contribute as
good citizens, to the good of the Chinese people.
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Resurrection & Life

Within the short period of a month, the parish has lost
three young parishioners, two due to cancer and one due
to a work-related accident. Of the two who were
diagnosed with cancer, they had faced their treatment
process bravely. Coincidentally, both had expressed to
me that they experienced the presence of Jesus
throughout their battle. On top of that, one had also
indicated that she had felt more joy and peace than ever
before. As for the brother who had suffered life-
threatening injury from work, it is not difficult for us to
imagine that he too, had received comfort from the
Lord’s glory during his final hours. According to his
parents, this young man was extremely filial,
hardworking and very generous; therefore, they have
donated his organs to help others in need, so that his
love will continue to spread in this world.

According to the Gospel of John, when Jesus received
the news that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was
for two more days, then he said to the disciples, “Our
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I will go and wake
him up.” To Jesus, death is not the end of life, but the
gateway to eternal life.Jesus said, “I am the resurrection
and the life.” God has given us life, and so our lives
belong to God. Jesus has asked us to prepare ourselves
and to live our life to all its fullness. Thus, he has
requested us to live according to God’s word, only in
doing so, we will be able to share in God’s glory and
peace.
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The dilemma of the Patriarchate of Istanbul

On June 26th, 2007, the supreme court of Turkey ruled that the
Patriarch of Istanbul should not enjoy the title of Ecumenical
Patriarch, because this Patriarchate only has authority over the
Orthodox Church within Turkey, and therefore should not be
received by the Orthodox Church outside of Turkey.

In 400 A.D, Emperor Constantine moved the capital of the
Roman Empire to Constantinople (present day Istanbul). Not
long after, the Patriarch of Istanbul lost all ties to the Roman
Church, and thus established what is now known as the Orthodox
Church. Although the Patriarchate of Istanbul was then called
the Ecumenical Patriarch, each Patriarchate of the Orthodox
Church exists independent of each other.

However, since 1453 when the Ottomans occupied the Roman
Empire, and brought with it the religion of Islam, the
Patriarchate of Istanbul has had limited authority and influence.
The ruling of the supreme court of Turkey is only the tip of the
iceberg. The Orthodox Church was passed on by the Apostles.
Although they are not unified with the Roman Church, they
share the same clergy. Therefore they are often called Sister
Churches. In the year 1967, Pope Paul VI met with the Patriarch
of Istanbul (then Atenagoras) in the hope that the two Churches
can achieve the vision of the 'one cup'.

The marvel of God's plan is that with the Roman Emperor
leaving Rome for Constantinople, the Roman popes inadvertently
enjoyed a greater degree of freedom to spread the good news of
the Gospel to those outside of the Roman Empire. The current
Patriarch of Istanbul is Bartholomew I. He was once the secretary
of Atengoras, and he is in favour of unity with the Roman
Church. Let us pray for the brothers and sisters of the Orthodox
Church. May God help them so that, even when under restricted
circumstances, they can continue to be witnesses for God.
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The Church of Christ

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith released a
notice on June 29, 2007, clarifying the meaning of chapter
8 in Lumen Gentium: “Our declaration in the Apostle’s
Creed the one holy catholic and apostolic Church she lives
in the Catholic church.” in order to answer the many
scholars’ queries. This dogma does not mean we are
denying the holiness and truthfulness of other churches. I
have included here excerpts from the Catechism of the
Catholic Church in relation to the phrase “the one holy
catholic and apostolic Church” for your reference:

“The Church is one: she acknowledges one Lord, confesses
one faith, is born of one, Baptism, forms only one Body, is
given life by the one Spirit for the sake of one hope, at
whose fulfillment all divisions will be overcome.” (866)
“The Church is holy: the Most Holy God is her author;
Christ, her bridegroom, have himself up to make her holy;
the Spirit of holiness gives her life.” (867)

“The Church is catholic: she proclaims the fullness of the
faith. She bears in herself and administers the totality of
the means of salvation. She is sent out to all peoples. She
speaks to all men. She encompasses all times. She is
‘missionary of her very nature’ (Ad Gentes 2)” (868) “The
Church is apostolic. She is built on a lasting foundation:
’the twelve apostles of the Lamb’. She is indestructible.
She is upheld infallibly in the truth: Christ governs her
through Peter and the other apostles, who are present in
the successors, the Pope and the college bishops.” (869)
(Reference pages 866-870 from Catechism of the Catholic
Church)
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35th Ordination Anniversary

I am neither a smart student nor a natural-born leader. Thus,
I have never dreamed of becoming a priest. However, God has
chosen me to be one, because it is God who is actually the one
doing all the work. For those who know me, you have to
agree that I am especially blessed by Hail Mary over the past
six years. She allows me to lay the foundation in the Work of
Mary, to receive from Medjugorje the ability to heal through
the Holy Spirit, to receive the message from Jesus (Holy
Hour) through Lillian Barnes.

You may also know that I have learnt to make bread, because
Holy Mary asks us to fast on Wednesdays and Fridays, and to
fast with water and bread only. My pastoral work is based on
co-operation. Therefore, despite the huge amount of work, I
am still able to handle them relatively easily. Besides, God has
arranged my every brother and sister to act as guardian angels
around me to sanctify me.

Fr. Joseph Ly, who was coincidentally born in Vietnam 35
years ago, will be coming to our parish to continue the work
of Fr. Ding. Fr. Ly joined the Congregation of St. John the
Baptist in Vietnam in 1995, and was ordained in Taiwan in
2003. After serving in Taiwan for two years, he was sent to
work in Vancouver. Fr. Ding will then take over Fr. Ly’s
work in Vancouver.

P.S.: I sincerely invite everyone to participate in the 8:00pm
mass on Monday, August 13, to celebrate with me, and to
thank the Lord together for my thirty-fifth ordination
anniversary.
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Theme of the XXIIT World Youth Day: “You will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witness” [Acts 1:8]

Pope Benedict XVI has released a message on July 20, in order to
prepare all the youths for World Youth Day next year. “You
rediscover that the Holy Spirit is the ‘soul’, the vital breath of
Christian life itself, through the sacraments of Christian initiation —
Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist.”“Never forget that the
Church, in fact humanity itself, all the people around you now and
those who await you in the future, expect much from you young
people, because you have within you the supreme gift of the Father,
the Spirit of Jesus.”

“The Holy Spirit renewed the Apostles from within, filling them
with a power that would give them courage to go out and boldly
proclaim that ‘Christ has died and is risen’ Free from all fear, they
began to speak openly with self-confidence. These frightened
fishermen had become courageous heralds of the Gospel. This is how
the Church was born, and from the day of Pentecost she has not
ceased to spread the Good News “to the ends of the earth.”[Acts 1:8]

“The Spirit impels us forward towards others, enkindles in us the fire
of love, makes us missionaries of God’s charity.”“If you take part
frequently in the Eucharistic celebration, if you dedicate some of
your time to adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, you will acquire
that joyful determination to dedicate your lives to following the
Gospel.” “I assure you that the Spirit of Jesus today is inviting you
young people to be bearers of the good news of Jesus to your
contemporaries, because you know the ideals, the language, and also
the wounds, the expectations of your contemporaries.” Do not be
afraid to become holy missionaries like Saint Francis Xavier who
traveled through the Far East proclaiming the Good News until every
ounce of his strength was used up, or like Saint Therese of the Child
Jesus who was a missionary even though she never left the Carmelite
convent. Both of these are ‘Patrons of the Missions’”.“Remember: the
Church has confidence in you!”

200



S EB

LM ZEHEEHIEFZ Richard Grecco (Auxiliary Bishop,
Toronto) RS FRAH/N\REHERNERERT —BX
&, ARAREESEBMBRENTI,

EEN-—NUEFHRERVRLANAE , RTHEBENAME
HEEA , FRAECALBEIENRD , TBHENZRE
ERBRTEEERENAL, FHEREBRERENE
I RE , RAMMAESECHRFR—URBASINE
FA, BESRZMFIERM.

EERNER , MNBRROBERR "RE[/AENR
FEMERREN X, RESFHRTHRERTEFE
RO EIEBREN R I RFFEEIERFHRESR. o
R—EAFHRNETFHE,

{ai

—F—EN "EwiTHR #RAA=1TH(XR) ,BATHF
TREZR , EERSTENTFRORT, HBLEE
Hitb 2 A Steeles & McCowan X5, ZFEELMEAH
BB AZM, BUORMIEMA#EERNIT,

201



Life Chain

On May 28th 2007, Richard Grecco, the Auxiliary
Bishop of Toronto, released a paper that urged Catholics
to actively participate in organ donation.

A youth who belonged to our parish, Johnny Lo,
suffered a serious head injury due to a work related
accident on July 4th. Three days later on July 7th he
passed away and his organs were donated to fifteen
different patients. His parents made the decision to
donate his organs because they felt that their son was a
generous youth, who would no doubt be in agreement
with this decision.

At the hospital, his mother said to me, “I will be with
Johnny until the very last moment of his life. I will wait
until his heart has stopped beating and his brain activity
has ceased — and only then I will allow the doctor to
remove his organs.” This is a real example of a great
mother.

The annual Life Chain will be held on September 30th
(Sunday) from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. It will take place at
various intersections throughout Toronto. The closest
location for us is at Steeles and McCowan. Last year the
total number of participants in Canada was 30,000. We
hope that you will be able to join us in defending the
sanctity of life.
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Interpretation of the Letter of His Holiness
Pope Benedict XVI to Chinese Catholics

In the July 22 edition of the Kung Kao Po, the official
newsletter from the Diocese of Hong Kong, Fr. Jeroom
Heyndrickx of the Catholic University of Leuven in
Belgium was quoted to express his personal opinion on
the “Letter of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI to
Chinese Catholics”. However, because Cardinal Joseph
Zen, Bishop of Hong Kong, is part of the special
committee set up by the Pope to discuss the matters
regarding the Catholic faithful in China, he expressed a
different kind of opinion in the same newsletter.

Fr. Heyndrickx:

Paragraph 1 (starting from "I understand the meaning of
the Pope's letter as follows.") "Bishop and priests of both
communities may concelebrate..."

Paragraph 7 "Let Chinese Catholics peacefully celebrate
the Eucharist together."

Cardinal Zen:

“It is not precise to state matters so simply. What is
allowed is concelebration with Bishops in the "official"
Church, who are now in communion with the Holy
Father, but not with those who are still illegitimate and
not reconciled.”
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Interpretation of the Letter of His Holiness
Pope Benedict XVI to Chinese Catholics

Fr. Heyndrickx: Also in Paragraph 1 "There is at
present no longer any reason to keep an underground
Church Community going in China."

Paragraph 8 "underground bishops are encouraged to
apply for recognition by civil authorities."

Cardinal Zen:

“No. This is not in the letter. What the letter says is:
“The clandestine condition is not a natural feature of the
Church's life’ and those who ‘have felt themselves
constrained to opt for clandestine consecration’ did so
because they did not wish ‘to be subjected to undue
control over the life of the Church.”

“The underground bishops are not encouraged to apply
for registration; they are only given the faculty or,
rather, the heavy responsibility to make a "very difficult
decision" for their individual dioceses as to whether
they should seek recognition.”

“Fr. Heyndrickx seems to be confused, he has
interpreted the Pope’s letter with his own personal
viewpoints which are not precise. This risks disturbing
the wonderful balance achieved in the letter between
truth and charity, and it is a serious matter!”
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Conclusion

I'll be back to Hong Kong on the next day after
attending ECCCLC. I would like to say my heartfelt
thank you to all in the past 6 years for all your support
and love. I have been assigned to serve the
Annunciation Church in Tsuen Wan of the Tsuen King
Circuit in Hong Kong. Let us reflect on one of the
reflections of Mother Teresa. May the Lord's peace be
always with you.

Life is an opportunity, benefit from it.
Life is beauty, admire it.
Life is bliss, taste it.
Life is a dream, realize it.
Life is a challenge, meet it.
Life is costly, care for it.
Love is treasure, hold it,
Life is love, enjoy it.
Life is a promise, fulfill it.
Life is a sorrow, overcome it.
Life is a song, sing it.
Life is a struggle, accept it.
Life is an adventure, dare it.
Life is luck, make it.
Life is too precious, do not destroy it.
Life is life, fight for it.
Mother Teresa
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Fr. Peter Leung was transferred to Annunciation
Church in September 2007.

11 On Yin St., Tsuen King Circuit,
Tsuen Wan, N.T. Hong Kong

Parish Tel:2490-6250

website:.www.frpeterleung.com

[ )
Email: pleung@frpeterleung.com e
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