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“For where two or three are gathered together in
my name, there am I in the midst of them.”
(Matthew 18:20)

Jesus said this not for his own sake but for our needs,
because “if two of you agree on earth about anything for
which they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by my
heavenly Father.”

God will definitely answer our prayers if we pray with the
“same heart and spirit” because Jesus is “in the midst of
us.”

“Same heart and spirit” signifies our compliance to God’s
will as well as our willingness to collaborate with one
another.

“Jesus being in the midst of us” is our greatest gift from
God. We cannot always adore the Blessed Sacrament,
receive the Eucharist or read the Bible, but Jesus can be
with us no matter where we are — at home, in the office, or
even on our journey.

Let us admire and praise God’s thoughtful love for
mankind, and together strive to share with others His love
for us.
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“That is how my Father in heaven will treat every
one of you unless you forgive your brother from
your heart.” (Matthew 18:35)

God is merciful and not revengeful. Therefore, God will
never treat us as “an eye for an eye”. Then why did Jesus
say “That is how my Father in heaven will treat every one
of you?” The reason is that when we are unwilling to
reconcile with others, the doors of our hearts have already
shut. How can the “Pure love” of God enter our hearts?

The reason why we refuse to forgive others may be we
think that we are not that bad compared to other people or
we do not require God’s mercy and love. If it were the first
possibility, we were a bit proud; but if it were the second
possibility, then we might have forgotten that we were also
sinners. Even being nailed on the cross, Jesus still did not
forget to pray for those who had sinned against Him. He
said, “Forgive them, Father!”

Jesus wishes us to follow Him and His merciful acts. Just
as how Jesus treats us, we should do the same to others.
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“So the last shall be first, and the first last.”
(Matthew 20:16)

In the parable, workers employed at the very end did not
want to be idle. They started late simply because no one
hired them. Therefore, they received the same wage as
those who started early in the morning. This caused
dissatisfactions from the early workers. However, the
employer said, “I have not treated you unfairly. Is it not
lawful for me to do what I wish with what is my own?”

God’s plan for each one of us is unique. At first glance,
God’s plan for some people might seem extraordinary.

Jesus once prophesized that Peter would suffer greatly,
Peter thus asked Jesus, “What about John?” Jesus
answered, “This is of no relevance to you. Just follow me!”
We now know that Peter was martyred on the cross; and
John died of old age, because Jesus gave him the
responsibility to take care of Mother Mary.

God is everlasting and thus does not see things in
chronological order. The moment we live our lives to the
fullest is the moment we lead. Otherwise, we fall behind.
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“The tax collectors and the harlots will go into
the kingdom of God before you.”
(Matthew 21:31)

The author of the Gospel of Matthew was originally a tax
collector; but he later became one of the twelve apostles.
Before following Jesus, Magdalena had led a sinful life.
However she later became the first witness to Christ's
resurrection. St. Paul was the foreigners’ apostle who had
persecuted Christians before his conversion to Christianity;
and St. Augustine, a great scholar of the early Church, was
also rather rebellious in his youth.

As a result of acknowledging their sins, they became
humble servants of Christ.

On the other hand, the Pharisees and priests were only
concerned with the facade of the Law, and neglected to
have a loving spirit for God and their neighbours.
Therefore Jesus described them as tombs that are beautiful
on the outside, but corrupted on the inside. Because they
were self-centered, Jesus' teachings could not enter their
hearts.

An old Chinese proverb says that everyone makes mistakes
- the key is to recognize your mistakes and refrain from
making them again. This proverb and the spirit of this
Gospel complement each other very well.
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“Receive with meekness the implanted word,
which is able to save your souls.” (Jm 1:21)

These words are from the responsorial psalms which
respond to the message of the Gospel. “This Letter from
James” was written by Jesus’ cousin, James. He was one of
the twelve apostles, the first bishop of Jerusalem, and
ultimately sacrificed his life for God. He believed
salvation comes through obedience and living out God’s
words.

In the parable in Matthew’s Gospel (21:33-43), the tenants
were not unwilling to work or to harvest the land; rather,
they were unwilling to give the landowner his rightful
share of the harvest. They sought only personal benefit
and refused to share with others. They refused to
acknowledge that everything they had was given by God.

God blesses each of us with different graces, which are deep
within us. If we share generously with others, our lives
will naturally take on more meaning. If we overlook past
conflicts and reconcile with those who have wronged us,
our lives will become more fulfilling. The essence of God’s
saving grace lies in the ability to fully live out God’s words.
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“For many are invited, but few are chosen.”
(Matthew 22:14)

God initiates the “invitation”, but whether or not we are
“chosen” depends on whether we are willing or not. Jesus
prays, “Father! May they all be one.” Jesus would be very
happy if all created things would respond to His Call.
Unfortunately, that is not always the case.

Due to different reasons such as those mentioned in the
“Parable of the Wedding Banquet”, people refused to go to
the King’s wedding banquet because they had to “work in
the farm” or to “do business”. The same message was
delivered in the “Parable of the Sower”: “Some seeds fell
along the path”, “some fell on rocky places”, and “some fell
among thorns”. However, “still other seeds fell on good
soil, where they produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or
thirty times what was sown."

During the Nazi rule, a Polish priest named Fr. Kolbe gave
up his own life to save a married prisoner. We should learn
to surrender ourselves, and live our lives for others. May
we become the “chosen” ones.
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"Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar
and to God what belongs to God."
(Matthew 22:21)

Many people misinterpret this phrase. They think it means
to mean the separation of religion and politics. The
rationale behind Jesus’ words is that we should fulfill our
duties as citizens by building a just, moral and neighborly
society. Furthermore, being God’s citizens, we need to live
virtuously and be obedient to God’s commandments.

In other words, Jesus simply wants us to view God’s will as
our lives’ aspiration. And God’s will for us is to love one
another.

Conversely in order to build a just and moral society, hearts
of legislators and government servants must be even more
open so to embrace all those who are different, and to
ultimately be able to “satisfy others’ needs as if they are
your own”.

A virtuous life is founded upon giving ones’ whole “heart”,
“spirit”, “strength” and “will” to live out the spirit of
“loving God and loving others”.

Those who only practice “repaying to Caesar what belongs

to Caesar” but do not “repay to God what belongs to God”
cannot be considered true followers of Christ.
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Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord, your God,
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind. This is the greatest and the first
commandment. The second is like it: You shall
love your neighbour as yourself. The whole law
and the prophets depend on these two
commandments.” (Matthew 22:37-40)

Although our physical body will one day return to soil, due
to the resurrection of our Lord, our soul will return to Our
Father, because every one of us is made in the image of the
Holy Trinity.

The basis of life is “love”. One can achieve “peace” if and
only if there is “love”. However, this “peace” does not come
from the exterior. It comes from our relationship with God.

Jesus as a human being on earth was not always welcomed
by others. He was always “meek and humble of heart”,
because He maintained a close relationship with Our
Father. For example, the time before He chose his apostles
and before He was crucified, He would stay away from the
crowd and prayed to Our Father.

If we are able to maintain a close relationship with God, we
will naturally develop a close relationship with our
neighbours, since our heart belongs to God himself. If we
are used to unconditionally caring and looking for the
presence of God in our neighbours, our relationship with
God will also be strengthened.
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“Call no man your father upon the earth; for one
is your Father, who is in Heaven.”
(Matthew 23:9)

By these words, Jesus is not trying to negate the
relationship between a Father and a Son, but He points out
that the relationship between fathers and sons should be
based on the Holy Trinity.

As a father can have a rebellious son; a son may be
mistreated by the father. Since we are all made in the
image of the Trinity, therefore, we do have the grace and
ability to live out true mercy and compassion.

Jesus said, “Who is my father, mother, brother and
sister? Those who follow my Father’s will are my father,
mother, brother and sister.”

From Jesus’ perspective, a family’s foundation is not on
blood relations, but on unconditional love.

When every member of the family can accept each other,

just as they would accept Jesus, then the family will become
a model of harmony and peace.
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“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day
nor the hour.” (Matthew 25:13)

In the parable of the ‘Ten Virgins’, the foolish ones
brought the lamp, but not the oil.

The ‘foolish virgin’ is similar to the guest who did not
dress in wedding garments, in the parable of the King’s
wedding. They both received an invitation and they both
attended — only they were not well prepared.

The ‘oil’ and the ‘wedding garment’ are symbols for works
of charity. When in the future God calls upon us, and if at
that time we are still living in hatred, then we shall be
unfortunate.

Jesus invites us to always be ready, but at the same time He
wants for us not to worry about tomorrow. The
implication is that if we know how to carry out God’s will
at the present moment by caring about each other, then
that is the best preparation we can make for ourselves.

20



"TAREHN , BESfM  WibEH, BREW , &
b FHY , b EAMBFHEXR, 4 (5 25:29)

HRERLA T3ESIE, Mkt |, AL ERRERRE B
Kig, THEAEL WP T XA Talentum , EEF 8, 849
R, AREZ S, BRAREBERFINBEREEES BLE
EHE,

REE "AREN  ERGMH, B? FTRRXERE M 2
EMRAEEANETE  EBRIRTNRY.

E/NEEN THENE) (REEHENET) EEAR,
MEERE TEHENER L (Patron Saint of Mission
Countries) , ERHARMEEE LNE—2% , BEA B
R 1 XA

BEMW "EH  RREEERGREMAVCERRE.

21



“For to every one who has more will be given, and
he will have abundance; but for him who has not,
even what he has will be taken away.”
(Matthew 25:29)

Jesus used the parable of “Talents’ to emphasize humanity’s
need to prepare for the coming of the Kingdom of
God. ‘Talents’ translated into Latin is “Talentum’, which
refers to one’s capabilities. In other words, if we do not
exercise diligence, it is difficult for God’s grace to work
through us to produce results.

Why is it that ‘to every one who has more will be
given?’ It is not because God gives some of us preferential
treatment, but rather it is because we have a higher capacity
to receive the grace of God.

St. Therese of Lisieux was a saint of a simple and humble
life. She later became the Patron Saint of Mission
Countries. It was because she prayed for the apostolic
labour of the missionaries during every second of her life.

Indeed, our ‘riches’ come from the presence of Christ in the
depth of our hearts.
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“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the
least of these my brothers, you did it to me.”
(Matthew 25:40)

God is omnipotent. Amazingly, He is present in the least
of our brothers. Indeed, only a God with never-ending
love is capable of this. In the same way, Jesus is present in
the Eucharist in the form of bread as He wants to be close
to us.

The extent to which God “mingles” with us human beings
should serve as an example for us all, as to how we should
love each other.

Jesus said, “If you lend to those from whom you expect to
receive, what credit is that to you?”

Jesus would like us to live like the Holy Trinity: the Father
loves the Son constantly and the Son returns the Father’s
love; the mutual love between the Father and the Son is the
Holy Spirit.

“Love each other, as I have loved you.” Jesus loves us
unconditionally, and became the first one to sacrifice for
mankind. He wishes us to love each other without holding
anything back.
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“What I say to you, I say to all: 'Watch!"™
(Mark 13:37)

The stories of Noah’s Ark and the destruction of the city of
Sodom in the Old Testament clearly demonstrated how
men could lose their direction in leading lives of luxury
and dissipation.

Jesus once condemned the Jews for being ignorant even in
face of the truth. Jesus said, “For if the mighty deeds done
in your midst had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they
would long ago have repented in sackcloth and ashes.”

Today we are even more familiar with Jesus than the Jews
he had once spoken to. However, would Jesus address us
similarly: “If the Jews had seen and heard the mighty deeds
you witnessed, they would have repented.” now that we are
nurtured by God’s words and the Blessed Sacrament or the
Eucharist?

When Jesus asked us to be vigilant, it was not only for the
sake of our eternal life, but He also wanted us to be able to
enjoy our peace in God always. This is because the root of
our well-being is based on our obedience to God’s will.
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John the Baptist proclaimed, “I have baptized you
with water; He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.” (Mark 1:8)

Although John the Baptist and Jesus both used repentance
as the theme when they started spreading the Good News,
their ways of doing so were drastically different. John the
Baptist only baptized people in the Jordan River, and used
it as a sign of repentance from sins. His life was very
simple and harsh. On the other hand, Jesus and his
disciples went to many places to spread the Good News.
They even interacted with tax collectors. Once Jesus
exclaimed, “For John came neither eating nor drinking,
and they said, ‘He is possessed by a demon.” The Son of
Man came eating and drinking and they said, ‘Look, he is a
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners.”” (Matthew 11:18-19)

The baptism from John the Baptist cannot remove the sins
of a recipient. However, Jesus’ can. It removes all the sins,
because that’s the product of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ,
and also allows the Holy Spirit to light up our heart.

The proclamation of John the Baptist was to prepare the
way for the Messiah. Similarly, our proclamation can also
be used to prepare the way for the Lord. When we love one
another, the others will recognize us as the disciples of
Jesus Christ.
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“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks
in all circumstances” (1 Thessalonian 5:16)

Thessalonica is the capital of Macedon. In 50 A.D., St
Paul laid the foundations of the Church. Oppositions from
the Jews drove him from the city after a 3-month
stay. Most of those who joined the Church at the time
were not familiar with the teachings of Jesus. Therefore,
St. Paul had to write these people letters and give them
instructions on how to be a true Christian.

St. Paul used an enormous amount of patience to teach
these new converts, urging them to improve on morality
and zealousness. He also suggested some practical
approaches to help them live: Be optimistic always, pray
continually and give thanks in all circumstances. That is,
to trust in God’s plan, to draw closer to the Heavenly
Father and to always have a heart of thanksgiving.

When we do charitable work, and when we humbly receive

the Holy Spirit, the inner peace and joy we feel will
naturally intensify.
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"I have been with you wherever you went"
(2 Samuel 7:9)

King David wished to build a magnificent temple for the
Lord, to house the tabernacle for all to worship. The Lord
asked the prophet Nathan to tell King David not to worry
about building a temple, for the Lord had His own plans.
The first priority for King David should be to lead the
people of Israel to become the people of God.

In fact, the temple was not completed until Solomon
became King.

God's plans are beyond the contemplation of man. Since
God is the ruler of human history, He is not limited to any
physical location. Once a woman from Samaria asked Jesus
if one should worship the Lord in the temple of Jerusalem
or in the temple of Samaria. Jesus replied, "Man will not be
in the temple of Jerusalem, not will he be in the temple of
Samaria worshipping the Lord - he will worship the Lord
in truth and in spirit."

The Church that Jesus built is based on mankind, with
Peter as the foundation. Wherever the apostles of Jesus go,
they are witnesses to Christ by their love.

"I have been with you wherever you went." This phrase was

not only directed to King David, it is also directed to the
apostles, and to each one of us.
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“And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on
them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19)

In the Immaculate Conception, Mary was conceived
without original sin or its stain. Therefore she had always
lived in the love and favor of God. Nevertheless, Mary
remained grateful for all that had happened to her. From
the Annunciation by Angel Gabriel to the words of worship
by the shepherds, Mary joyfully praised God for His love
for mankind. The key to prayer is to always remember
God’s grace and love in our hearts.

Prayer includes praise, thanksgiving and petition.

Jesus once said, “For your father knows what you need
before you ask him.”

Many years ago, when I was on a pilgrimage at Lourdes, I
prayed before a Marian statue for a special intention; as I
left Lourdes, I thanked Mary despite not knowing what the
outcome would be. Six months later, my prayer was
answered.

When we believe God loves each one of us individually and
uniquely, we will naturally praise and thank God when we

pray.
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“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and
forever.” (Hebrews 13:8)

This scripture is quoted from the psalm of the Feast of
Mary, Mother of God. Jesus’ love for humankind will
never change; neither will His demand of humankind.

Before Jesus left this world, He said to John the Apostle,
“Here is your Mother.” At the time, John represented every
single Christian, and accepted Mary as our Mother. This is
one of the greatest gifts that Jesus has given us.

During the past several centuries, and on different
occasions, Mother Mary has continually given her children
messages. The most well known spots of Marian
Apparitions include Lourdes, Fatima, Medjugorje and
Guadalupe (Mexico).

Mother Mary appeared to us to remind us that Jesus is
always with us. Thus, her messages encourage us to return

to the bosom of Jesus .

God always keeps His promise. Are we still loyal to Jesus
Christ as we should be?
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“Where is the one who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising and
have come to pay him homage.” (Matthew 2:2)

The World Youth Day 2005 was held in Cologne,
Germany. The Cathedral at Cologne is consecrated to the
three magi and contains their relics. According to
tradition, the names of the three magi are Caspar,
Balthasar, and Melchior. They are from the region which
today is the country of Iraq.

While their names are not important, their arduous pursuit
of salvation is a good example for us.

God sometimes uses changes and phenomena in nature as
signs for us. The tsunami in South Asia during Christmas
2004 and the hurricanes that hit the southern parts of the
US during 2005 were seen by some as signs that people
must return to God.

Sometimes, God also communicates to us through a friend,
a TV commercial or even faint voices in the depths of our
soul, urging us, “Boldly move forward, do not delay!”

Each of us must walk a different path, but we will all arrive
at the same destination. Like the three magi, who
embarked on separate journeys at the outset, their paths all
led to the foot of baby Jesus.
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“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”
(1 Samuel 3:9)

God called Samuel by his name, gently, “Samuel, Samuel!”
and repeatedly, calling him thrice in total. Samuel
originally thought that his teacher Eli was calling him. But
when the Lord called him the fourth time, Samuel
responded the way Eli taught him, “Speak, Lord, for your
servant is listening.” We can try to begin our prayers by
saying, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”

This way, we remind ourselves that God wishes to talk to
us — we do not need to tell God what we wish for during
prayers, since God knows our needs before we utter a word.
However, we should learn to listen attentively. The voice of
the Holy Spirit may seem weak, but be assured that it is
clear, and may be repeated, because God's love for us is
forever faithful.

God’s will is for us to become holy, just like the Father. Do
we have the desire to become saints?
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“The Lord saw how they turned from their evil
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity
that he had said he would bring upon them.”
(Jonah 3:10)

The book of Jonah (completed around 5th century BC) was
a warning to the Jewish people at that time to refrain from
discriminating against people of other faiths, because the
grace of God was freely given to all. Jonah used a first
person narrative to illustrate that God has mercy on those
who repent, regardless of whether the person is a Jew or
not. In the beginning, Jonah fled from the calling of the
Lord and did not proclaim to the city of Nineveh the
calamity that would befall them. Later in the process of
fleeing, Jonah was flung into the sea and he spent three
days and three nights in the belly of a fish (In the New
Testament this was a foretelling of the three days and three
nights that Jesus would be in the tomb). Jonah learned a
lesson and he went forth into the city of Nineveh to
proclaim the need for repentance. In the end, the people of
Nineveh renounced their evil ways and received the mercy
of the Lord.

God has mercy on all people, especially those people who
are willing to go through conversion. Even though Peter
denied Jesus three times, in return Jesus only asked Peter
three times the question “Do you love me?” The Lord has a
deep and strong love for all humanity. He is always waiting
for us to reciprocate His love.
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“I want you to be free from anxieties.”
(1 Corinthians 7:32)

The virtue of leading a celibate life was important to Paul
because it allows one to fully dedicate one’s life to
God. However, Jesus also talked about celibacy. He
pointed out to practice celibacy requires a special grace, the
blessing to sacrifice for God’s kingdom. In fact, John was
the only one of Jesus’ twelve apostles to remain
celibate. When Jesus left the earth, He asked John to take
care of His own mother.

Why did Paul wish so much for Christians to be free from
anxiety? In the early church, there was an expectation that
Jesus’ return was imminent, perhaps within their
lifetime. Therefore, Paul wanted the faithful not to be too
preoccupied.

Today, the Church recognizes both married and celibate
life as holy vocations, because both are ways to do God’s

will.

If we can offer up all our worries to God, and put all our
trust in Him, the peace of God will rest with us.
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“To the weak I became weak, so that I might win
the weak. I have become all things to all people
that I might by all means save some.”

(1 Corinthians 9:22)

Paul had a strong character. When he set out to preach,
Paul wanted to separate from Barnabas when they could
not resolve some disputes. However, Paul became the
“weak one” eventually because he was more desperate in
saving souls. “Omnia Omnibus”(become all things for all
people) became Paul’s motto during his life as an
evangelist.

Evangelization is based upon love because the love of Jesus
is present in all communities whose motivation comes from
love. “For where two or three gather in my name, there I
am in the midst of them.” Jesus is the evangelist Himself,
we are but His instruments.

Jesus reminded His apostles not to fret when they
encountered a difficult situation. For during these times,
the Holy Spirit inspires, only if we would live and trust in
God’s love.

The Wisdom of God is within reach when we live
according to His will, and try to live in harmony with
others.
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“You are my refuge, O Lord, and the joy of my
salvation.”(Psalm 32)

According to the writings of Leviticus, all who had
contracted leprosy were considered unclean and should be
isolated from others. Similarly, those who were in contact
with the lepers would become unclean. The lepers were
treated the same way even until Jesus’ time. However, Jesus
personally touched them, blessed them and cured them
because He was moved with pity. (Reference Mark 1:40-45)

Blessed Mother Teresa once said, “The disease of leprosy is
under control nowadays, however mankind’s disease of
selfishness continues to spread across our hearts.”
Therefore the sisters of the many missionary centers
Mother Teresa established in the largest cities of the world
give witness to the saying: “God is our refuge” by living
out simple lives and serving those who live in poverty.
Furthermore, every chapel in each missionary is marked
with the same quote: “I thirst”, which were Jesus’ words
when he was crucified on the cross.

Jesus wants us to enjoy the peace and joy He brings us but
we must also be willing to come to him and ask with
humility, “If you choose, you can make me clean.” (Mark
1:40)

48



&F , f(RNFEMT 1 (B 25)

EEETHRESIMSE  REAMTBHEHKNE .
MEMBIARENBA—K , RHREL. BATANEM
FROEROME , TEEKEEHMBMAR "REEO
TR AR BHRERN , RRALVENXEZRA
AW,

B@REERB: "RERMARSEHER  BEXETHESH
B, ARMBMHEFRE.. BER K RAZAS A, #,

EYHEE  BEREMERETHE. EXMARLRRRXR
LHFALE , BRREB—E=F. ATEWANAESZE,
EERAEEENRIR,

T&F , ROERT L EAFE  REHBRESRME
MAERE "RENES, B, BRALES—UHTE,
REBKRELENFF  BESHEEEEZEMNESH
*$I:F|o

49



“My son, your sins are forgiven.” (Mark 2:5)

The sins of the paralyzed man had been forgiven because of
his strong faith in Jesus. He, like the many other people,
was cured because of this faithfulness. We do not know
what was in their mind, but we know that Jesus always
said, “Your faith has saved you.” It is clear that what Jesus
valued most was the change in our hearts and not our
physical changes.

Jesus had always said, “What does it profit you if you gain
the whole world but lose your soul?” The problem is that
we are often affected by the people, the places, and the
things around us. It makes us lose our direction. We
always forget that we are God's children. Human behavior
is completely manipulated by one's own selfishness and this
is the root of evil.

The sentence “My son, your sins are forgiven.” expressed
Jesus’ wish that we could live again in ‘God’s holy will’. Let
us surrender all our wrongdoings to the hands of the
merciful Christ, continue to live in the spirit of the gospel
with mutual love and encouragement.
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"One puts new wine into fresh wineskins."
(Mark 2:22)

Prior to speaking the above verse, Jesus spoke about
fasting. Although the two topics seem unrelated, there is a
reason why Matthew put ‘fasting’ and ‘new wine’ together
in the same story.

While He was on earth, Jesus had given his disciples an
exemption from fasting. In another instance, however,
Jesus pointed out that ‘fasting’ and ‘prayer’ are important
criteria for expelling Satan.

In this chapter, the ‘new wine’ refers to the spirit of self-
sacrifice; and the ‘new wineskin’ is a symbol of ourselves.

St. Paul once said, “Often I do not do what I should do; but
all that I shouldn’t do, I do!” Thus his solution to this
dilemma is to “remove the old me daily, and put on the
new me.”

To renew ourselves, we must overcome our self-
centeredness. The act of fasting is a reminder for us to
exercise self-control. Therefore ‘fasting’ and ‘new wine’ are
very much interrelated.
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“He was in the desert forty days, being tempted
by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and
angels attended Him.” (Mark 1: 13)

The wilderness is an absolutely desolate and quiet place,
full of dangers since there are wild animals. Jesus must
have found a safe place to spend his prayerful days.

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Jesus went out to the desert to
be tempted by Satan. He was therefore well prepared.

Through this event, Jesus reminded us that in our daily
life, even though it may be difficult to avoid being tempted
by Satan, all dangers can be averted if we pray frequently
and persistently and remain close to the Spirit. If we were
over-confident and let ourselves enter the perils of sin, then
it would be difficult to turn back.

When Jesus was in the wilderness, even though He was
with wild animals, angels attended Him; similarly our
guardian angels are together with us. Therefore, we need
not be afraid.

In any event, all temptations must have God’s approval,

meaning that we should have enough graces to face any
challenge.
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“Jesus took with him Peter and James and John,
and led them up a high mountain apart, by
themselves. And he was transfigured before
them.” (Mark 9:2)

Peter became so excited for witnessing Jesus’
transfiguration, and said to Him, “Rabbi, it is good for us
to be here.”

Not long after that, just before Jesus was crucified, He was
bleeding and suffering; only these three apostles were
beside Him at that time. Therefore, it is apparent that
Jesus’ transfiguration was a preparation for the three
apostles for the tests that was ahead of them.

However, no matter how much preparation Jesus was
offering these three apostles, they still fell asleep at Jesus’
loneliest and most painful moment. Thus, He exclaimed,
“The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

A lot of times, we are enjoying peace and joy on our
spiritual journey. However, when the painful moment
arrives, Jesus may say the same thing to us as He has said to
the three apostles, “So you could not keep watch with me
for one hour?” In other words, Jesus is always with us, even
during our painful times.
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“We proclaim Christ crucified.”
(1 Corinthians 1:23)

Corinth was a great cosmopolitan city in Greece where Paul
established the Church in 51 A.D. Most of the first
believers were gentiles, with only a tiny proportion being
Jews. Paul preached in Corinth for one and a half year. In
56 A.D., shortly before Easter, Paul wrote this letter to the
Corinthians in Ephesus.

In the letter, Paul emphasized that Jesus’ Passion was
intimately related to us. He said, “For Jews demand signs
and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ
crucified.”

Jesus once said, “If anyone would come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” To
follow Jesus means to face challenges courageously, instead
of looking for an easy way out of difficult situations.

He became the Lamb of God out of love; He died for us so
as to bring us salvation. “The Savior on the cross”
becomes the euphemism for “God’s unconditional love for
humankind”. Jesus would like us to live up to His
standard — to live for others instead of for our own selves.
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“But whoever lives the truth comes to the light.”
(John 3:21)

This quote comes from the Gospel according to John and it
described Jesus’ thoughts after his conversation with
Nicodemus. Jesus reminded Nicodemus, “No one can enter
the kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit”: meaning Man can only become part of the
heavenly kingdom built by the Messiah through the
Sacrament of Baptism and receiving spiritual life from the
Holy Spirit.

It is undeniable that salvation of humanity comes from
God. However, Man also must learn to open up himself in
order to accept the many blessings that come with
salvation.

Jesus once said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”
Therefore when we strive and learn to forgive and to love
just like Christ, we will then be living within Christ’s truth
and life.

Pontius Pilate asked Jesus once, “What is the truth?” But
because he knew he wrongly condemned Jesus to death, he
left before waiting for Jesus’ reply.

The Holy Spirit lives deep within each of our hearts. As

long as we have the will to call out to Him, the will to
improve our lives, eventually we will be living in the light.
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"Where I am, there will be my servants also."
(John 12:26)

Jesus spoke these words to Phillip, Andrew and a few
Greeks who were introduced to Him. Therefore, Jesus
directed these words to the apostles and those who are
willing to follow him. Regardless of whether they are
involved in missionary work, they must walk with Christ.

Jesus compared Himself to the seed that was buried in the
soil. He also compared Himself to the copper serpent that
Moses lifted up in the wilderness. A seed in the soil will
bear fruit after the rain. It represents the death of Jesus as
the sacrifice that brings us into life with God. When Moses
raised the copper serpent, everyone in the crowd who was
bitten by snakes received healing. It represented how Jesus
was raised up on the cross, as a witness to the
unconditional love of God for humanity.

If we are willing to follow Christ, we must live by the Word
of God, and be able to deny ourselves certain desires so that
we can overcome our selfishness. Only then can we
nurture the seed that Christ Jesus has planted within us.
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“Though (Jesus) was in the form of God, (He) did
not regard equality with God as something to be
exploited.” (Philippians 2:6)

When Jesus arrived at the Mount of Olives, He prayed,
“Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me.”
And at the time when He was crucified on the cross, He
cried out “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

The suffering experienced by Jesus himself was real. The
pain and misfortunes experienced by human beings were
all laid upon the person of Jesus. The only reason for Him
to do this was because He wanted us to know that God
always loves and forgives us.

The most painful wound suffered by Jesus was the lack of
thanksgiving from all of us. The Passion of Jesus seemed
unrelated to us and the cross has become an ornament.

However, before Jesus died, He still prayed for all of us:
“Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.”

Jesus did not mind our lack of remorse. On the other hand,
He has always treated us with love and loyalty.

Let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who has sacrificed

Himself for us on the Cross by saying, “I have sinned
against heaven and against you.”
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“So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the
things that are above.” (Colossians 3:1)

According to St. Paul’s explanation in his letter to the
Ephesians (4:17 — 6:9), “seeking the things above” means to
‘lay aside the old self, and put on the new self”, “do not

» K3

sin”, “immorality or any impurity or greed must not even
be named among you”, “Children, obey your parents in the
Lord”, “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger”

and “with good will render service.”

How can we achieve these results? The first requirement
is to let the risen Christ live among us.

Jesus once said, “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is
weak.” However, since Jesus has already shouldered our
weakness and sins, as long as we are willing to continue
renewing ourselves and work hard at acting out God’s will
again, we will naturally live in the risen Jesus.

The greatest pain that Jesus endured on the cross was the
sense of being abandoned by the Heavenly Father. He
cried out, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”

We can think of our own time of trials and misfortunes as
our encounters with this “forsaken Christ”. Moreover, He
will always remain by our side. He only wishes that we
can ardently work to live according to the will of God.
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“Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have come to believe.” (John 20:29)

Thomas was not the only apostle who believed only after he
saw the nail holes. According to Luke, when Jesus showed
the apostles his hands and feet, they were in joy but were
not convinced and still wondered. (Luke 24:40-41) Jesus’
return came as a shock to the apostles. They still had a
vivid recollection of the scenes of His Passion and His
Crucifixion. When Jesus suddenly appeared in their
midst, they showed more joy and surprise than belief in
what was happening.

Jesus talked frequently about His own Passion. He also
mentioned that He would rise from the dead. The apostles
did not want the foretold sufferings and death to be
realized in Jesus. Subsequently, they also took to heart
lightly of Jesus’ important message about His
resurrection. Similarly, we sometimes forget that in our
difficult moments, the dawn will surely come after the
darkness, and the tranquility will follow a storm.

However, Jesus reassures us, “I have conquered death. I
have conquered the world.” “It’s me, do not be afraid!”
Thus, we not only believe that Jesus resurrected, we also
believe that He is dwelling among us.
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"Thus it is written... that repentance and
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his
name to all the nations, beginning from
Jerusalem.” (Luke 24:47)

Although the disciples lacked faith, Jesus still sent them to
spread the message of repentance. Jesus knew that the
disciples would come to understand His teachings and have
the courage to give witnesses after the Holy Spirit came
upon them. According to the Acts of the Apostles, Peter
was the first among the disciples to proclaim the Good
News in Jerusalem after they had been filled with the
power of the Holy Spirit, and the first converts were about
three thousand.

From this incident, the disciples realized that evangelism is
the work of the Holy Spirit, not any individual’s
achievement. Meanwhile, they also learned to be more

considerate to other followers who were not strong in their
faith.

Luke emphasized that in order to receive forgiveness, one
must first repent. Saint Paul realized that repentance is not
something one can achieve right away, and it is something
very difficult to do. He once said, “Things I should have
done, I did not do. Things I should not do, I have done
them all!” Therefore, he suggested that we “put off our old
self and put on the new self.” Indeed, Jesus once revealed
himself to Paul and said to him, “I will not remove the
thorn in your flesh. My grace is sufficient for thee.”
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"I am the good shepherd, I know my sheep and
my sheep know me." (John 10:14)

After Jesus' resurrection, He appeared to two disciples on
the road to Emmaus. He then appeared again to Thomas to
affirm his faith. Jesus' sheep are mostly weak and lacking
in faith. However, because of their deep relationship with
Jesus, when Jesus appeared, all doubts were cast aside.

Not long after Jesus' resurrection, Peter, John and several
other disciples were fishing in the Sea of Galilee. The
whole night they were not able to catch any fish. The next
morning, Jesus appeared at the shore, but the disciples did
not recognize him. Jesus told them to cast the net on the
left side of the boat - and then the net was full. Even then,
only John recognized Jesus, because he knew Jesus so
intimately.

It takes years to establish a relationship with Jesus.
However we are certain that Jesus will not abandon us. As
long as we pray with our hearts, He will hear our voice and
we will be able to identify his voice.
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“I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever
remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit.”
(John 15: 5)

The relationship between the vine and the branches is
extremely close, because both are from the same roots. In
the same way, Jesus’ Father is also our Father, so Jesus is
like our own brother.

When we receive baptism and the Holy Eucharist, our
relationship with Jesus becomes even closer; we can say
that we have become the flesh of His flesh, the bone of His
bone. The fruits that Jesus bears within us can be likened
to a new creation on earth, because on one hand He dwells
in us, but on the other hand He sanctifies the world
through us.

When we can serve others like we serve Christ, Jesus’ ideal
of “may all be one” will have reached an advanced level.
The growth of a vine necessitates a long process of
metabolic stages; similarly, if we were to walk the path of
holiness, we need to stay together with Christ to fight the
challenges of the secular world. Finally, we also need
patience.
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“You did not choose me but I chose you.”
(John 15:16)

The way Jesus led me to know Him was through the
wonderful hymns from a Protestant school. Due to my
curiosity, my mom explained briefly to me the history of
Jesus even though she was not baptised at that time. It was
because of my mother’s serious illness that made us
Catholics. At that time, she was admitted to a hospital
operated by the Catholic Church. As a result, we had
opportunities to meet priests and nuns. Besides the
encouragement from an Italian Salesian priest, my thought
of becoming a priest was also influenced by Fr. Dominic
Kong, who at that time was still a seminarian. Although he
is short in stature, he is exceptionally hospitable, and he
makes me feel at home.

Jesus uses different kinds of environment settings and
people to attract and guide us to His way. There are
different periods in life where it seems that we have chosen
Jesus himself. However, in reality, it is Jesus who arranges
and guides us to the right direction.

Similarly, every one of us may become His tool and spread
the Good News to the needy people. Therefore, we have to
be ready all the time in order to be able to work together
with Jesus and become His useful tool.
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“Then the disciples went out and proclaimed the
good news everywhere, while the Lord worked
with them and confirmed his word by the signs

that accompanied it.” (Mark 16:20)

Before His Ascension, Jesus said to His Disciples, “Go to
every corner of the world and preach the Good News to the
whole creation.” So the disciples must first leave their
comfort zones and travel into strange
territories. Naturally, their only sense of security would
have come from Jesus, and Jesus alone.

When the disciples preached during Jesus’ time, they were
used to going out and preach in pairs. After Jesus’
Ascension, the disciples continued to preach and witness in
groups. By working in teams, they witnessed the
importance of love. At the same time, they made sure that
Jesus was among them. “Where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there I am in the midst of them.”

More importantly, “the Lord worked with them.” Acts
recorded quite a few anecdotes of Peter and Paul preaching
in different regions, where they healed, and even
resurrected people in Jesus’ name. The disciples had deep
faith in Jesus, who said, “Without me, you can do nothing.”
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“If we love one another, God lives in us, and his
love is perfected in us.” (John 4:12)

God’s love is like a dazzling light, it always radiates
outwards. From the Trinity we can see this. The Father
loves the Son incessantly, and the Son always follows the
Father’s wishes, while the Holy Spirit is the mutual love
between the Father and the Son.

When we put into practice the concept of mutual love, then
we will find the reason for living.

Jesus gave us the commandment to love one another not to
satisfy His needs, but to let us enjoy a perfect peace and joy.

During the last supper, John experienced the joy of being
close to Jesus. Thus he encouraged believers to live this
way — “If we love one another, God lives in us, and his love
is perfected in us.” Since we do live in this time and space,
we must always remember to improve and renew ourselves
— just as St. Paul calls us to “Put on the new, remove the
old.”
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“And behold, I am with you always, until the end
of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)

We all come from God and will one day return to God. We
will certainly encounter many obstacles on our way back to
Our Father’s embrace. Jesus knows that our faith and
dedication are insufficient; therefore He vows to be by our
side always.

Jesus’ presence on earth takes many different forms,
especially through His Holy Words, the Blessed Sacrament
and our love for each other. When we infuse God’s Holy
Words into our lives, we become part of the “Holy Words”.
As Jesus once said, “I am the vine, you are the branches.
He who abides in me, and I in him.” “Unless you eat the
flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no
life in you.” This is also what Jesus said when he instituted
the Blessed Sacrament. Jesus wishes that our lives be
transformed into His life so that men can achieve the same
level of “divinity” as Him.

Jesus promises to be among us when we love each other.
He said, “For where two or three are gathered together in
my name, there I am in the midst of them.” Therefore,
“gathering in the name of Christ” designates loving each
other as our life’s primary principle. Jesus promises to be
committed to us. Thus should we not place all our
dedication to follow Him?
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“Then, after singing a hymn, they went out to the
Mount of Olives.” (Mark 14: 26)

During the Passover meal, Jesus blessed bread and wine to
become His body and blood, to commemorate His sacrifice
on the cross, and to replace the lamb used in the Old
Testament. Jesus established the Eucharistic sacrament in
harmony, as He hoped that His disciples will bear a
similarly united spirit, to celebrate His death and
resurrection.

After Jesus had left the Cenacle, He led the disciples to the
Mount of Olives, then He prayed alone. Jesus let His
disciples understand that the path of following Christ is a
difficult one. “If anyone wishes to come after me, he must
deny himself and take up his cross daily.” Just as Jesus
revealed His Transfiguration to the three disciples to
prepare them not to lose faith when seeing Him bleed and
sweat, similarly Jesus used His Eucharist to support the
disciples to remain steadfast as they accept the challenge of
the Cross.

When God gives humankind different graces, it is to give

us extra strength to overcome difficulties. No matter in the
Cenacle or at Calvary, Jesus is always with us.
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“Teacher, do you not care that we are
perishing?” (Mark 4:38)

As Jesus was sailing a boat with His disciples, He fell asleep
despite strong winds and turbulent waves. Was Jesus
really not afraid of danger? I don’t think so, because He is
a true man. However, He also wanted to let the disciples
understand that He is true God as well.

Jesus did not absolve His disciples from danger, but He was
willing to face the challenge with them. "Why are you so
fearful?” That question is for each of us. Jesus promised
to be with us every day. If we really are fearful, we should
remember that Jesus is with us in the midst of danger. He
knows our feelings and shares our fear.

We might ask that if God absolved us from our trials,
would we not be more free and comfortable? However,
that is not God’s plan. Jesus said, “If anyone would come

after me, he must take up his cross daily.”

“Jesus, we trust in you.”
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“If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.”
(Mark 5:28)

This woman was suffering from hemorrhages. According to
the Law, she was unclean. Also, anyone touched by her
would become unclean too. However, when she touched
the clothes of Jesus, she was made clean and well. Her cure
was based on her faith in Christ as well as the power of
Jesus Himself.

Similarly, when we receive the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation, we will also become completely clean. From the
parable of the prodigal son, Jesus tells us that Our Father is
always waiting for our repentance. When Jesus asked who
had touched His clothes, He knew for sure who did it. He
only wanted to use this opportunity to praise this woman
for her faith.

Jesus wants to put emphasis on our faith. This is because
our physical body will eventually deteriorate after it has
been cured. However, our faith will always help us to
renew ourselves.
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“Blessed are you who are poor...who are now
hungry...who are now weeping...when people
hate you, and when they exclude and insult you.”
(Luke 6:20-22)

Jesus is affluent because He is God. Everything that
belongs to Him belongs to God our Father. However when
he was on Earth, he was poor, hungry, weeping and
insulted. He wishes that we can learn from Him that the
guidelines of life are to strive for peace and happiness in
the heart, and to follow God’s will. As the Ecclesiastes of
the Old Testament has stated, “Life is useless, all useless.”

In fact, many think that wealth and power can satiate one’s
feeling of emptiness will eventually discover otherwise.
That is because without God, earthly things can never
fulfill our endless desires. Even though we are born from
the earth, our souls belong to our God and are stamped
with the essence of the Trinity. St. Augustine once said, “I
live in perplexity unless my soul finds God.”

When our hearts are satiated, the amount of wealth
becomes meaningless. When we no longer desire material
things, we will be satisfied with just water and bread.
When we can be at peace, no pain or offense can harm us.
Naturally, all these are only possible with Christ’s
blessings.
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"Jesus called the twelve and began to send them
out two by two, and gave them authority over the
unclean spirits." (Mark 6 : 7)

The disciples who followed Jesus numbered more than
twelve, but the significance of the number twelve is that it
represents the twelve tribes of Israel. It is also a symbol of
continuity because the coming of the Messiah is a sign that
God will not abandon the Israelites.

Compared to the other disciples, the chosen twelve were
not considered outstanding - we can see this in Judas, the
one who betrayed Jesus; in Thomas, the one who doubted,
and even in Peter who denied Jesus three times. From this
we can see that God's love towards mankind is
unconditional.

The sending forth of the disciples in two’s is the basis of
mutual love and evidence of Jesus' presence among them.
"When two or three gather in my name, I will be with you."

Although Jesus gave the disciples the authority over the
unclean sprits, they must still fast and pray. There must be
hard work and training on the part of the individual in
order to combine with God's grace to bear good fruit.
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“Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves
and rest a while.” (Mark 6:31)

Jesus was used to waking up early to go to pray in the
desert, because it was relatively quieter over there. Jesus
invited His disciples to rest there because they were
probably very tired both physically and mentally after they
returned from their missionary work.

The rest enjoyed by the apostles was not without purpose;
rather, being with Jesus, they told Him all they had done
and taught, as well as sharing their sadness and happiness.
To rest means to enjoy the harmony of love between each
other, and the peace when we are together with Jesus.
Thus, aside from a quieter environment, it also requires the
harmony between a group of people or family.

Today we can enjoy this sense of quietness in front of the
Eucharist. Jesus leaves behind the Sacrament of Eucharist.
Not only can it nourish our heart and soul, but it can also
be a companion on our lonely days. Let us always enjoy
our time with God, especially when we are in front of the
Eucharist and in harmony with our group.
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“Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and
two small fish.” (John 6:9)

The first person that the apostles found out of a crowd of
five thousand was a child. In Jesus' mind, children are
closest to God, because they are pure in heart and they love
God genuinely. Before speaking of the loaves and the
fishes, the apostle John deliberately spoke of the boy, which
means that he who owned the five loaves and two fish was
someone very close to God.

The miracle of 'five loaves and two fish' is the prelude to
Jesus' establishment of the Holy Eucharist. In order to
participate in this grand Sacrament of Love, one must be
pure in heart. By using only five loaves and two fish Jesus
fed five thousand. In the same way, with our daily bread
and wine, Jesus blesses and transubstantiates them into His
body and blood, nourishing all believers, so that they may
share in a life with God.

The five loaves and two fish also symbolize the gifts that we
offer up to God: our labour, our life, our time, because all
these things are required to build the body of Christ - The
Church. However, these things must be offered out of our
own free will, just as the little child willingly and
generously donated his loaves and fish to the apostle
Andrew.
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“Master, it is good and suitable and beautiful for
us to be here.” (Mark 9:5)

Peter was amazed at Jesus’ radiant appearance during His
transfiguration, and longed to stay beside Him forever.
Jesus wanted his beloved apostles to treasure this beautiful
memory, so that they may have confidence in Him even
during His passion.

The brothers, John and James, requested to be seated on
Jesus’ left and right when He comes in glory. Jesus told
them, “The cup that I drink you shall drink; but to sit on
my right or on my left, this is not Mine to give.” Jesus was
equipping the apostles with all they needed to build the
future Church with every word that He uttered and with
every action that He performed.

In fact, joy and bliss may be found wherever Jesus is
present — under one condition though. We must be
willing to “drink the cup” that Jesus has prepared for
us. Thus, we need to set aside our own worries and live for
others even in times of our suffering, for Jesus is with us
during times of joy and suffering.
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“I am the bread that came down from heaven.”
(John 6:41)

After Jesus had performed the miracle of the “five loaves
and two fish”, he prepared the disciples to accept the real
bread he was going to give to Man, “The Blessed
Sacrament”. At the last supper, He consecrated the bread
and the wine to become His flesh and blood, in memory of
His sacrifice on the cross.

Because the concept was very unusual, many followers left
Jesus. Peter, on behalf of other disciples who stayed, said
to Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of
eternal life.”

Today still, we believe that the Blessed Sacrament is the
proof of God’s love for us because of these words of eternal
life. The Blessed Sacrament not only resides with us
throughout our lifetime but is also the principle through
which we experience the life of God; because He once said,
“He who eats this bread will live forever.”

Since it is the bread from heaven, it becomes the necessity
in supporting our spiritual life. Hence, we must live
righteously so we can better accept Christ, the “Bread of
Life”, to come into our hearts.
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“Always give thanks to God the Father for
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” (Ephesians 5:20)

St. Paul was persecuted and he encountered numerous
difficulties for the sake of evangelization. However, he
never gave up, and his heart was always full of gratitude.
He was unhappy with the fact that he once oppressed
Christians — but he did not dwell in the past — and with a
heart of thanksgiving he gave witness to the Lord. He
believed that God’s grace was the reason behind everything
that happened. Hence he boldly asked the faithful to
‘always give thanks to God the Father for everything, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

We must be thankful that the Father has not neglected us,
and that He allows us the privilege of sharing in Christ’s
suffering. He also allows us to learn from Jesus the spirit of
obedience. “Father, take this cup from me, not according
to my will, but yours.” Therefore, we give thanks to the
Father, by virtue of our close relationship with Jesus.
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“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words
of eternal life.” (John 6: 68)

Some followers of Jesus left Him after He told them,
“Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you do not have life within you.” From a human
perspective, Jesus’ words are absolutely hard to understand,
as even today, it is difficult for us to understand the
mystery of the Eucharist. However, Jesus wants us to learn
to see things from God’s perspective. The problem is
whether we have the confidence to accept what Jesus said.

Once, Peter tried to prevent Jesus from going to Jerusalem
because of potential persecution by the scribes and the
priests. Jesus said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are
thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.”
Clearly, Jesus wants us to learn how to see things as God
does.

Peter’s words that “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have
the words of eternal life.” indicate that even though we may
not completely understand everything that Jesus says,
nonetheless we say, “Lord, we trust in You!”
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“You abandon the commandment of God and
hold to human tradition.” (Mark 7:8)

Moses set down hygienic laws so that the Israelites could
maintain a healthy standard of life. However, the
Pharisees and Scribes appended many stipulations to the
law, and as a result the general public had the impression
that God’s law was violated even if only a minor fault was
committed. Jesus once allowed His disciples to eat
without washing their hands. He was using this as an
example to demonstrate to the Pharisees and Scribes that it
is not a defiled exterior; but the lack of moral virtues that
truly makes one unclean.

Today, in many developed areas of the world, the living
conditions are good enough that they do not pose a threat
to mankind, but the distance between one man and another
seems to grow.

Jesus put emphasis on the salvation of the soul. He once
said, “What do you gain if you win the world but lose your
soul?”

Jesus is not turning His back on tradition. He is carrying
on tradition as a descendent of Abraham, by bringing
mankind closer to becoming God’s citizen, so that they
may praise God incessantly generation after generation.
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“(In the region of the Decapolis,) some people
brought to him a man who was deaf and could
hardly talk, and they begged him to place his
hand on the man.” (Mark 7:31-32)

Decapolis was a district set up by the Roman Empire to
house the Greek who had settled in Palestine. Thus, the
inhabitants of Decapolis were all non-believers. Jesus’
healing of the man ‘who was deaf and could hardly talk’, as
described in Mark, may be extrapolated to mean that Jesus’
teachings are powerful enough to satisfy the Greek who
were knowledge-thirsty.

The primary target of Jesus’ ministry was the
Jews. However, He did not neglect the Greek, who were
desperately seeking the Truth. “Ask, and you will
receive!” It was not easy to enlighten the Greek. Jesus
once “put His fingers into the man's ears. Then He spat
and touched the man's tongue”, giving us an indication
that evangelizing to them was indeed a daunting task.

However, if one is willing to open up one’s heart, and
accept the teachings of Jesus, the rest will be history.
Another point of interest is that the confidence one has for
Jesus might not originate from the person himself, but
rather, from his friend. Just like what was recorded in the
Gospel, “Some people brought to him a man who was deaf
and could hardly talk”. Due to the notion of “communion
of saints”, everybody gets to taste the fruits of faith,
regardless of from whom the Faith stemmed from.
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“Get behind me, Satan. You are thinking not as
God does, but as human beings do.” (Mark 8:33)

This was what Jesus said to Peter because Peter was trying
to stop his master from going to Jerusalem to suffer.
However, Peter was scolded by Jesus because he was
looking at things from a human being’s point of view.

Of course Jesus understood that Peter acted out of
kindness, but He still wanted Peter to understand the
meaning of following God’s will. Therefore, Jesus had to
use a harsh word - Satan, to emphasize acts that are against
God’s will.

According to the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus praised Peter as
being blessed before He scolded him because Peter had
pointed out that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of the
living God. Peter was blessed because he listened to God’s
revelation.

Nevertheless, when Peter heard Jesus say, “I must go to
Jerusalem,” he forgot that the word “must” represent God’s
will. Peter’s response was a reaction out of “feelings”, but
Jesus wanted him to use his “sense”, meaning from his
faith’s perspective to analyze things. The moment Jesus
prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane and said to God,
“Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me;
still, not my will but yours be done” is the greatest
example.
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“Many who are first will be last, and many who
are last will be first.” (Mark 9:35)

Jesus understood the disciples’ quarrels that they wanted to
know whoever among them was the most senior; or who
would sit on the right or left hand side of the Lord - they
only wanted to become the true disciple of Jesus. However,
Jesus wished to make it clear that whoever wished to follow
Him must bear his own cross.

Furthermore, Jesus used the concept of “first will be last’ to
illustrate the attitude that the disciples should have
towards others. He once said, “I came, not to be served,
but to serve.” He also said, “The student must not be
greater than the Master.” Therefore we must follow Jesus’
footsteps to become a servant of mankind.

If we are a servant of mankind, then each person we meet is
a target for our service. Therefore, among our friends we
can no longer make a distinction between the lovable and
the unlovable; between the respected or the disrespected.
“Whoever in my name attends a child like this (a
commoner) is attending me.”

St. Teresa of Lisieux was divine by virtue of the fact that

she strived to become humble like Jesus. It is what we refer
to as The Way of the Divine Infant.
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“For whoever is not against us is for us.”
(Mark 9:40)

This saying has a similar effect to the phrase “Whoever is
not with me is against me” in the Gospel of
Matthew.(Matthew 12:30) To follow Jesus’ standard is to
live according to the spirit of the Gospel. Jesus would like
His disciples to understand that everyone has the right to
share in God’s grace, because all of us are children of the
Father.

In the early days of the Church, there were groups that
received the graces of the Holy Spirit long before they were
baptized.

What Jesus deems important is the quality and direction of
our life, such that our particular denomination or religion
may never become major obstacles for us.

We can rewrite the common saying that “people of
different ways have no common dialog” as “even though
ways are different, dialog is possible.” When we accept
others with an open heart, the seeds of love have already
entered into their hearts.
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“For this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh.” (Mark 10:7-8)

The author of Genesis vividly captured the origin of the
human family, “The Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the
man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him’...
So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep;
and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs
and closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God
made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man,
and he brought her to the man. The man said, “This is now
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called
'woman', for she was taken out of man.” (Genesis 2:21-23)

“Bone of my bones, flesh of my flesh” symbolizes the
equality of men and women and that both are directly
created by God. The formation of the family is the best
witness of God’s love manifested in the world because Jesus
promised, “By this all men will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another and believe I am sent by
the Father in heaven.”

Because men and women are different, there are naturally
differences in personalities. Jesus is willing to be the
mediator in every family. “For where two or three come
together in my name (in love of each other), there I am
with them.” The wedding at Cana is the best example.
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Jesus looked at him and loved him. (Mark 10:21)

Jesus’ calling to each of us is full of love. However, we
have absolute freedom as to how to respond to the call,
“Come and follow me!” Freedom is God’s greatest gift to
us.

To abandon one’s “baggage” (i.e. the attitude that “I’'m
supreme”), in order to follow God, is the most difficult
thing to do. Therefore, Jesus said, “Children, how hard it
is (for the rich) to enter the kingdom of God!” In the
gospel, the rich youngster “walked away sadly, because he
owned a lot of property.” However, Jesus continued to say,
“For human beings it is impossible, but not for God. All
things are possible for God." The tax collector, Matthew,
whose abandoning his job to follow Christ was one of the
many examples that God can accomplish what human
thought is impossible.

Jesus said unceasingly, "Amen, I say to you, there is no one
who has given up houses or brothers or sisters or mothers
or fathers or children or lands for my sake and for the sake
of the gospel who will not receive a hundred times more
now in this present age: houses and brothers and sisters
and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions,
and eternal life in the age to come.”

Besides following Him, Jesus also asked us to “drink His
cup”, so that we may become His useful instruments.
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"You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said.
"Can you drink the cup I drink?" (Mark 10:38)

The two brothers, James and John, wanted to be seated on
the left and right of Jesus to share His glory. They seemed
to have forgotten what Jesus had taught them along the
way. “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man
will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the
law. They will condemn him to death and will turn him
over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and
crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!” This
time, Jesus did not criticize James and John, perhaps
because their mother was present to plead for them,
according to Matthew’s gospel. However, Jesus responded,
“You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right
or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those
for whom they have been prepared by my Father.”

In the end, Jesus still appreciated the brothers’ love for
him, which was why he brought them along with Peter to
witness many special occasions such as the transfiguration,
prayer in the garden of Gethsemane, and the resurrection
of Jairus’ daughter. At the Last Supper, John even leaned
on Jesus’ chest. Finally, when Jesus was on the cross, He
asked John to take his own mother and take care of her. In
heaven, James and John might not be sitting alongside
Jesus. Yet their wish was already granted on their earthly
journey. “Ask and you shall receive” is indeed realized.
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‘He cried in a loud voice, “Son of David, have
mercy on me!””’(Mark 10: 48)

Bartimaeus began shouting in a moderate volume, but
because the crowd ordered him to be quiet, he cried out
even more loudly. His courage was not altered by the
opposition of others. He had already found the door to
salvation.

The title of the ‘Son of David’ recognizes the regal purpose
of Jesus’ life, and it also expresses the intimate relationship
between Bartimaeus himself and Jesus. This is because
each Israelite recognizes David as his King, and thus they
are a family. This relationship gave the blind Bartimaeus
his courage to approach Jesus. “He threw off his cloak,
sprang up and came to Jesus.” Although he could not see,
he knew where Jesus was by intuition.

“What do you want me to do for you?” This phrase is very
familiar to us. Jesus posed the same question to John and
James. Although Jesus already knew the desires of our
hearts, He wanted us to tell him. “Have mercy on me!”
Bartimaeus wished to see again. Jesus not only restored his
vision; He also gave him a glimpse of the Kingdom of
Heaven. Jesus said to him, “Your faith has made you well.”
Bartimaeus’ body and soul had been made complete. When
we sincerely cry out to Jesus, He will always be there to
listen.
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“You are not far from the kingdom of God.”
(Mark 12: 34)

Verse 5 from Chapter 6 of Deuteronomy and Verse 18 from
Chapter 19 of Leviticus are both very familiar to every
Jewish person who has studied the Scriptures, because for
the Jews, “love the Lord your God with all your heart” and
“love your neighbor as yourself” are benchmarks for
walking the path to heaven. That was why Jesus firmly
told the scribe who tested him, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God.”

The meaning behind Jesus’ words is that the direction of
the scribe is correct, but he must now “walk the talk”. The
Gospel of Luke used the story of the Good Samaritan
(Luke 10:25-37) to demonstrate the importance of acting
on one’s belief. A Jew who was on his way to Jericho fell
victim to robbers who had stripped and beaten him and left
him half-dead; a priest passed by quickly without being
moved by compassion, and a Levite also passed by as if not
seeing him at all; finally, a Samaritan (a Gentile) traveller
passed by, stopped and bandaged him, and took him to an
inn. Jesus asked, “Which of these three, in your opinion,
was neighbor to the robbers’ victim?” The scribe answered,
“The one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus said to him,
“Go and do likewise.”
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“Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw
how the people put money into the treasury.”
(Mark 12:41)

Even in the midst of a busy crowd, Jesus still paid attention
to the actions of individuals. We can see that Jesus cared
not only about His missionary work; He also watched
carefully people’s words and actions. Of course Jesus was
not simply curious about others’ actions, instead He cared
about seeing people’s generosity. “Assuredly, I say to you
that this poor widow has put in more than all those who
have given to the treasury,” Jesus explained, “for they all
put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty
put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”

From this gospel passage, may we understand that Jesus
pays attention to the actions of each one of us. He watches
over us not to monitor us but to guide and bless us. At the
same time, Jesus wants to see us live our life to the fullest
and do the best we can to live out a selfless love.
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“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will never pass away.” (Mark 13:31)

“Heaven and earth” refers to the created, and all created
beings will come to their end. Jesus Christ, as the Word of
God, as well as the second Person of the Trinity, will exist
forever. Since human beings were made according to
God’s image, they may also enjoy eternal life. Thus, Jesus
always reminds us, “Be careful, or your hearts will be
weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the
anxieties of life, and that day will close on you
unexpectedly like a trap.” (Luke 21:34)

As the Heaven and earth pass away, the Son of Man will
come in glory. This is also the judgment day for all
mankind. However, according to Matthew, we’ll be judged
on whether or not we have carried out acts of charity to our
neighbors, just like we would to Jesus.

All will come to pass. Only “love” remains.
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“Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my
voice.” (John 18:37)

When Jesus answered Pilate, “My kingdom does not belong
to this world,” Pilate responded, “Then you are a king?”
Since Jesus’ kingdom does not belong to this world, He was
not a threat to the Roman Empire; therefore Pontius Pilate
should not have any problem recognizing Jesus as king.
However, when Jesus said, “For this I was born and for this
I came into the world, to testify to the truth.” Although
Pilate pretended to be sympathetic and asked him, “What
is truth?” he left without waiting for Jesus’ answer.

Pilate could not listen anymore because even though he
knew that Jesus was innocent, he had to prosecute him to
save his own title. It was not that he did not understand
what the truth was; he just could not act on it.

“Listen to Jesus’ voice” certainly includes “taking action”.
No wonder Jesus often criticized that people “have eyes but
do not see, have ears but do not hear”. Those who “belong
to the truth” must act according to their words.
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“Be always on the watch, and pray.” (Luke 21:36)

Jesus admitted to Pilate that He was a King, but His
kingdom was not of this world. Jesus also said, “For this I
was born, and for this I came into this world.”

Since the beginning of time, mankind has lived in the good
graces of the Lord. Then men acted in a way that was
contrary to God’s will, and they became lost sheep. Jesus is
the shepherd of the lost sheep.

A person’s soul is created by God and in the image of God.
Therefore the relationship between God and man is an
intimate one. Many times we try to juggle too many things
in our life such as career, family and other habits, causing
us to neglect our spiritual life. The result is that our
relationship with God becomes farther apart.

Prayer allows us to focus on our relationship with God. At
critical moments in Jesus’ life, such as when choosing His
disciples, or before His passion, He spent a long time in
prayer. Jesus asks us to pray often. It means that we
should not forget God in everything that we do, and we
must trust God’s blessing.
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“You are my own dear Son. I am pleased with
you.” (Mark.1:11)

Superficially, the baptism administered by John and the
baptism administered by Jesus were similarly performed
with water. With a repenting heart, sins would similarly be
forgiven. The baptism administered by Jesus is a
sacrament. Through the sacrament of baptism, and through
the blood and water of Jesus that flowed on the cross, one
can regain the status of being children of God. Obviously
Jesus had no need of receiving baptism as He is the son of
God, but He still requested John to baptize Him in order to
confirm the importance of repentance. John knew very
well that he was not the Messiah but the forerunner of the
Messiah, but he nonetheless baptized Jesus out of
obedience. After the baptism of Jesus, John saw the heaven
opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus in the form
of a dove, and a voice came from heaven, “You are my
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased."

Jesus began His ministerial journey after receiving baptism
from John. John’s mission, as the prophet Isaiah had
predicted, was to “straighten the path” for the Lord, thus
he generously allowed his two disciples, Andrew and Peter,
to follow Jesus. John once said, “He (the Messiah) should
increase, I (the forerunner) should decrease.”

Jesus told us once that after we have done the work that
God gave us, we should still say, “We are the Lord’s
unworthy servants, only doing what we are supposed to
do.” Since we are Jesus’ disciples, aren’t we supposed to
straighten His path for Him?
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“Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in
everything give thanks.”
(1Thessalonians 5:16-18)

Thessalonia is a harbour city in northern Greece. On
Paul’s second missionary journey, he established a new
Church there in 50 A.D. Most of the converts were
gentiles. The other non-believing Jews saw Paul’s
successful evangelization and plotted with the town’s
crooks and scoundrels to drive Paul out of the city and
away from the new Church he founded.

After Paul arrived in Corinth, he heard news that despite
being oppressed, the new Christians in Thessalonia
remained steadfast in their faith; however many of them
were not able to give up their habits of debauchery and
laziness. Paul urged them, “We urge you, brethren,
admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the
weak, be patient with everyone.” (1Thessalonians 5:14)

In order to help the new Christians live more wholesomely,
Paul instructed, “Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in
everything give thanks.”

The foundation of “rejoicing” is to “be loved” and “let
yourself be loved by God”. To “pray” is to constantly
remain in contact with God; we “give thanks” because we
believe in God’s love for us. When we live in this way, our
bad habits will naturally diminish.
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“For nothing is impossible with God.”
(Luke 1:37)

The angel from God spoke firmly to the Virgin Mary,
absolutely confirming God’s salvation for
humankind. The Virgin Mary deeply experienced the
grace that God bestowed upon humankind, and was
inspired to say to her cousin Elizabeth, “He has helped his
servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and
his descendants forever.”

When the Virgin Mary said to the Angel, “Look! I am the
Lord's servant. May it be to me as you have said,” the Son
of God became Man in her womb. She was a virgin, and
yet miraculously became the Mother of the Saviour.

God’s plan of creation, especially His works of salvation, is
beyond our imagination, but it does not conflict with the
truth, nor with logic. God allows us to understand the true
meaning of “Emmanuel” (God is with us), as the Son of
God was born in a poor estate, lived among the sinners, and
died flanked by prisoners.

Out of love for us, God did not take away His Son’s cup of
suffering (the Cross).
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“He went down with them and came to Nazareth,
and was obedient to them.” (Luke 2:51)

Jesus stayed in Jerusalem for three days without telling his
family. He was twelve years old; hence, He wasn’t ignorant
of Joseph’s and Mary’s concern for him. However, because
the scribes were eager to learn, He could not leave them.
Their yearning for the truth had moved his heart.

When He replied his mother’s questions, it became
apparent that His wish was the same as that of Our Father’s
- May all find the truth. He said to Mary, “Why were you
looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father's house?” Since His days of public ministry had not
arrived, he “went down with them and came to Nazareth,
and was obedient to them.” In the next eighteen years, He
followed Joseph working as a carpenter. Although He was
never trained as a scribe and was not friends with priests,
He was a genuine scribe and the eternal high priest.

His only tutor was the Holy Spirit and He remained

obedient to Joseph and Mary because the Holy Spirit was
working through them.
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“The Gentiles have become fellow heirs,
members of the same body, and sharers in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.”
(Ephesians 3: 6)

For the Jewish people, circumcision is a symbol of being a
part of God’s chosen people. However, by His offering
upon the cross, Christ has established a new covenant, not
only with Jews but with all mankind. Christ offered up His
life completely to bridge the distance between God and
men.

God is forever faithful. He did not abandon the Jewish
people because of their infidelity. Rather, He bestowed
grace upon grace so that His promise of salvation may
spread across the world.

As the heirs to the grace of Christ, we should be, unto each
other, just as St. Paul said - without differentiating between
Gentiles or Jews, slaves or free, we are all brothers and
sisters. Love one another — this is the golden rule of
Christian life.
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“They have no wine.” (John 2: 3)

On other days, it is not a big deal when one runs out of
wine. But during a wedding banquet, it was an
embarrassment for the host. Therefore, Mary irrevocably
turned to Jesus for help. However, Mary perhaps already
expected Jesus’ response, “Woman, how does your concern
affect me? My hour has not yet come.”

Nevertheless, Mary did not press on. She just said to the
servers, “Do whatever He tells you.” Mary certainly did
not foresee that Jesus would perform a miracle and turn
water into wine, but her words caused to lessen any
opposition the servers might have towards Jesus. The
reason was because it was not time yet to wash their feet,
therefore it was a meaningless task for the servers to fill six
stone jars with water.

At the Cana wedding banquet, Jesus turned water into
wine, and eventually at Passover, Jesus sanctified the wine
into his blood. Although there wasn’t a direct relation
between the two events, they however reminded us that
both the Sacrament of Matrimony and the Eucharist were
considered a form of gift.
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“If (one) part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if
one part is honored, all the parts share its joy.”
(1 Corinthians 12:26)

The parts Paul referred to represent all members of the
Church. Because each person has different amount of faith,
there exists some disparity; however, this does not
necessarily mean segregation or seclusion but rather, that
we all compensate each other’s differences. Paul further
explained, “Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Do all work mighty deeds? Do all have gifts of
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?” He
elaborated, “If there are prophecies, they will be brought to
nothing; if tongues, they will cease; if knowledge, it will be
brought to nothing.” Thus he concluded that “love never
fails.”

Only when we respect and trust each other can we
experience others’ pain like it is ours, experience others’ joy
like it is ours. And this foundation of mutual respect and
mutual trust forms the same life (Jesus’ life) and the same
Holy Spirit we all share.
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“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you;
before you were born I set you apart; I appointed
you as a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:4)

When Jeremiah was nineteen, he received a calling from
God that he would become a prophet — a spokesperson for
God. At the moment, he answered, “I do not know how to
speak; I am only a child.” However God said to him, “Do
not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue

»

you.

To be the spokesperson for God, especially during times of
turmoil, is an extremely challenging task. When Jerusalem
fell to Babylon, most of the Jewish people had already
moved to Babylon. Jeremiah, however, was left with the
nearly impossible task to console those left behind in the
war-torn region.

Jeremiah  could not save the country from
destruction. However, he still trusted in the promise that
God made with his ancestors. When we face difficulties,
and when we are feeling helpless, we need to have great
faith in what God told Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in
the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart;
I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” Jesus once
promised, “I will be with you always, until the end of
time.”
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“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a
catch!” (Luke 5:4)

Simon replied, “Master, we have worked hard all night and
have caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the
nets.” As a result, they caught a great number of fish.
Simon Peter fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.”

This time, Peter did not fish by his experience, but acted
according to Jesus’ instructions. At the time Peter might
have been rather doubtful since he was an experienced
fisherman. When he said those words at the knees of Jesus,
a sense of apology was expressed.

Jesus not only did not mind Peter’s doubts, but rather said
to him, “From now on you will be catching men!” Peter
could have received a revelation - if Jesus’ guidance is
needed for fishing, isn’t His blessings needed more so for
“catching men”? He might also have become aware of the
fact that the logic of God is different from that of men.
The important thing is to listen to the voice of God.
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“And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching
is in vain, and your faith is also in vain.”
(1 Corinthians 15:14)

Why is it that if Christ had not risen, then our faith would
be in vain? The heart of Jesus’ message tells us that
mankind should live in the Lord. Hence the death of
Christ on the cross as a result of our sins; and his
resurrection on the third day is proof that the life of
mankind is reborn in the Lord.

The saint historian John reflected upon this in his
Gospel: “For God so loved the world, which He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his
Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the
world through Him might be saved.” (John 3: 16-17)

When we are in the depths of pain, suffering and darkness,
which is when we are closest to Christ. In Christ, our
suffering is offered upon the cross to our Father. Thus, to
live the life of the Risen Christ means to live in accordance
to God’s will.
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“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your
requests known to God.” (Philippians 4:6)

St. Paul wrote this letter to the Christians at Philippi while
he was in a prison in Rome. We could tell that his
situation was dire since there was a sense of dependence on
God from his writings. Words such as “no anxiety” and
“with thanksgiving” expressed his trust in God.

Jesus also reminded us not to be overly anxious about the
future. He once said, “Each day has enough trouble of its
own.” What Jesus meant was to live each day to its
fullness.

Jesus understood that men can easily become anxious and
forget that they should live in God’s will. After all, we can
live according to God’s will only at the present moment.
This is because tomorrow is not yet at hand and yesterday
can never be repeated.

When St. Paul said “in everything”, he meant that we
should live according to God’s will in everything we do.
Our spirits can only flourish when we whole-heartedly live
out the present moment.
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“Now when the devil had ended every
temptation, he departed from Him until an
opportune time.” (Luke 4:13)

Eve ate the forbidden fruit and fell for the serpent’s
temptation that “you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.” Jesus was also tempted to turn stone into bread to
ease His hunger, to worship the devil to get all the riches
and power of the world, and to throw Himself from the tip
of the temple to show His command of the
angels. However, Jesus responded with the words from
Deuteronomy, “Man does not live on bread alone”,
“Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only,” and
“Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”

It can be seen that when in temptation, the word of God
can be very powerful. Even the Our Father, which Jesus
taught us, includes “lead us not into temptation”. (Luke
11:4) This shows that people cannot avoid being tempted,
but with the Father’s power and our effort, temptations will
pass. When Jesus prayed in the garden of Gethsemane, He
said, “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from
Me.” This cup refers to His Passion on the
Cross. Nevertheless, He added, “Nevertheless not My will,
but Yours, be done.”

When we are in temptation, the best way is to rely on the
will and the word of God.
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“Lord, it is so good for us to be here!” (Luke 9:33)

Jesus liked to bring Peter, John and James along and let
them witness a lot of important moments. For example,
they were present during His transfiguration; when He
raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead; and lastly, when He
prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. There are a lot of
parallels between the Transfiguration and the Agony in the
garden. In both situations, Jesus was praying with His
disciples, while the disciples were trying to fight off
sleepiness. However, during His transfiguration, Jesus’ face
was radiant like the Sun, and He said to the disciples, “Get
up! Do not be afraid!”

During His prayer session at the Garden of Gethsemane,
Jesus’ sweat was like great drops of blood, falling down to
the ground. He said to His disciples, “Could you not keep
watch with me for one hour? Watch and pray so that you
will not fall into temptation!” When Peter saw Jesus in
radiance, talking with Moses and Elijah, he could not help
but said, “Lord, it is good for us to be here!”

When we experience the presence of Jesus, we would also
exclaim, “Lord, it is good for us to be here.” Jesus never
fails to keep His promise. He promised that He would be
with us whenever we gather in His name and act
charitably. To love effectively, we need to sacrifice “self”,
and strive to do God’s will.
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“Whoever thinks he is standing secure should
take care not to fall.” (1 Corinthians 10:12)

St. Paul wrote this letter from Ephesus about the year 56.
The target audience was the Corinthian Christians, where
he founded the community four years before. Because the
community was displaying open factionalism, Paul
requested them to give up the prejudice that they had on
each other, so that they could work together in unity.
“Prejudice” came from the “affirmation” of one self while
“disagreeing” others. It can also be seen as being
“egocentric”. The basis of Jesus’ lifestyle is “love”, similar
to the way He cares about others. A 6-year-old shared his
own version of love — “love is to give my own fries to
others, and not expecting others to return the favor to me.”
This is not only a theory, but also a real action.

Those who disagree with others are often self-righteous.
Thus St. Paul warned these people that “Whoever thinks
he is standing secure should take care not to fall.”
Especially at times when we see others in tough situations,
we tend to think that they are being punished by God.
Jesus once said, “Those eighteen people who were killed
when the tower at Siloam fell on them, do you think they
were more guilty than everyone else who lived in
Jerusalem? By no means! But I tell you, if you do not
repent, you will all perish as they did!” (Luke 13:4-5)
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“The Lord does not look at the things man looks
at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the
Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)

The prophet Samuel responded to God’s invitation to
choose among Jesse’s children a new King for
Israel. Samuel saw Eliab and thought that he must be the
anointed one. But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look
at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have
refused him. The Lord does not look at the things man
looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the
Lord looks at the heart.” Later on, David, the youngest
son, appeared. Then the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him; for
this is the one!”

All of the apostles that Jesus chose, apart from Judas, were
dutiful and passionate witnesses for Jesus, even in the face
of martyrdom. From the human perspective, the apostles
were not outstanding. With God’s help, however, each
apostle seemed distinctive and unique.

In the same manner, we may not appear to be useful in
other’s eyes. But in God’s eyes, we may be His chosen
instruments who are called to bear witness to Him. No
one can replace another person’s unique role in his/her
family and community.
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“Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind but
straining forward to what lies ahead, I continue
my pursuit toward the goal.” (Philippians 3:13-14)

St. Paul was imprisoned in Rome when he wrote this letter to
the Christians at Philippi (year 62). Despite being imprisoned,
Paul demonstrated he did not lose hope but was optimistic
and willing to continue to bear witness for the Lord. St. Paul
was imprisoned in Rome in year 60, released in year 63, when
he went to preach in Spain, and returned to Rome a year later.
During these years, he also wrote to the Hebrews, Jude, Titus,
and the two letters to Timothy. He also went around and
inspected the Eastern Churches in year 65. Finally, he and
Peter died as martyrs in Rome. Paul’s attitude towards life
was full of enthusiasm and aggressiveness. He once said, “I
may gain Christ and be found in him, not having any
righteousness of my own based on the law but that which
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God,
depending on faith to know Him and the power of His
resurrection and (the) sharing of His sufferings by being
conformed to His death, if somehow I may attain the
resurrection from the dead.” (Philippians 3:8-11)

St. Paul clearly fulfilled the mission that Jesus gave him.
Before his conversion, Jesus appeared to Ananias in a vision,
saying, “Go, for this man is a chosen instrument of mine to
carry my name before Gentiles, kings, and Israelites, and I will
show him what he will have to suffer for my name.” (Acts
9:15-16) Paul’s words — “Just one thing: forgetting what lies
behind but straining forward to what lies ahead, I continue
my pursuit toward the goal.” — and Jesus’ words — “No one
who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind
is fit for the kingdom of God” - glorified each other.
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“Because he himself was tested through what he
suffered, he is able to help those who are being
tested.” (Hebrews 2:18)

St. Paul’s letters to the Hebrews were written in 64 A.D.
after he returned to Rome from Spain. The recipients were
Jews living in Palestine who had converted to Christianity.
Because these Jewish people living in Palestine did not
have enough faith, St. Paul patiently explained to them that
the other Jews had a false impression of Messiah as a great
leader saving the Israelites from the Roman’s rule. Rather,
He was a shepherd who sacrificed Himself for others.

This shepherd, like it was described in the Book of John,
bore all of our weaknesses except sins. That was why St.
Paul said, “He is able to help those who are being tested.”
When we are tested, please remember, Jesus had
experienced the same. Therefore we should not be
surprised, nor disappointed — learn from Jesus! After He
fasted for forty days, He responded to the devil’s
temptation with “God’s Word”. When He was praying at
Gethsemane, He said to God, “My Father, if this cup of
suffering cannot be taken away unless I drink it, your will
be done.”

Following God is to live according to “God’s Word” and
“God’s Will”.

166



"RARARREE—FEFET , BZER
RXEWE (B 31)

RKEERHNFERA , KEHRAFA. AREHE
BER, BERINBANEGERERFERANEEAHE
& IR RBREMREEENEN,

REEE K FETERIBEA K ZLHA. (BEH 422
24) ERBETERANECEUTHRE "RAZXME
R, BR., BE, fBENEARMAOPHES. TER
SRR RPRERETEANMHNESRS , BEZ LT
WM A. 1 (B 3:8-10) M EH R R THRMZWME X EFTIR

BH , TEMNESE  ZLEHENOE. R, RE. RE
MER. 1 (T 312

BMREE 'RE, 2, EREM—BER T+F&H,
BEM. EEL "THER,  ERER "EXL TETFR
L. iE TEREH. NITHRETHESRN , THEMR
W, BEBEEMA—MGEL , ZEEENRE.

167



“If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is
above!” (Colossians 3:1)

The Colossians who converted to Christianity were mostly
Gentiles. Due to their lack of foundation in religious
knowledge, they were easily affected by the theoretical
thoughts of other religions and the teachings of the Jews.
For example, they paid great respect to the angels and
consequently degraded Christ Himself.

“You should put away the old self of your former way of
life...and be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and put
on the new self.” (Ephesians 4:22-24) In the letter of St.
Paul to the Colossians, St. Paul said, “But now you must
put them all away: anger, fury, malice, slander, and obscene
language out of your mouths. Stop lying to one another,
since you have taken off the old self with its practices and
have put on the new self.” (Colossians 3:8-10) He
continued, “Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and
beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience”. (Colossians 3:12)

In order for us to “resurrect” with God, we must accept the
“cross” He has given us. In order to live the “new self”’, we
must nail the “old self” on the cross. This action of
“renewing one self” must occur repeatedly and start from
scratch continuously. May the Lord grant us perseverance
so that we can walk on the path of holiness.
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“We have seen the Lord.” (John 20:25)

On the evening of the same day that Jesus resurrected,
Jesus came and stood in the midst of the disciples, and he
showed them his hands and his side. Thomas was not with
them when Jesus came. Later, when the other disciples
said to him, “We have seen the Lord,” Thomas answered,
“Unless I see the scars of the nails in his hands and put my
finger on the scars and my hand into his side, I will not
believe.”

The testimony of the disciples did not have much influence
on Thomas. He did not believe in their words because
Jesus’ resurrection had never happened before. Therefore,
Jesus patiently showed His wounds to Thomas.

Apparently, aside from the testimony of the disciples, help
from Jesus Himself is also required. It is our job to spread
the Gospel to others. But we need the supplement of God’s
love to touch the heart of other people. Jesus is still living
amongst us today. Can you feel His presence? Can we find
His scars on those people suffering around us? Can we be
brave enough to identify God as the one who is walking
together with us during our difficult times?
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“Cast the net on the ship’s right side, and you will
find fish.”(John 21:6)

This was not the first time that Jesus had instructed Peter how
to cast his net. Another time was when Jesus was preaching on
Peter’s boat. He instructed Peter to cast the net into the
deep. In both instances Peter had spent the whole night fishing
but caught nothing. Ever since Peter followed Jesus’
instructions, however, both times the net was filled with fish.

Peter’s response to Jesus’ instructions was one of
humility. During the first time, since Jesus was still on the
boat, Peter immediately knelt at Jesus’ feet and said, “Lord,
please go away from me, for I am a sinner.” The second time,
when Jesus was on the shore, John said to Peter, “It’s the
Lord.” Peter immediately jumped into the water. Thus when
Peter said,“l am a sinner.” He might have been doubtful
because after all, he was an experienced fisherman, while Jesus
was only a carpenter. Nonetheless Jesus invited him to
become a fisher of men.

This time, after sharing breakfast, Jesus asked Peter three times,
“Do you love me?” And Peter affirmed three times by saying,
“Lord, yes, you know | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Take
care of my sheep.”

The calling that Jesus made to Peter had always been the
same. However it was still necessary for Peter to

respond. God has prepared different graces for us — but He
needs us to ask for them.
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“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and
they follow me.” (John 10:27)

Who are Our Lord’s sheep? Peoples of all nations, without
a doubt! At least, this is what Jesus hopes for, since He
once said, “There shall be one flock and one shepherd.”
(John 10:16) This also resonates with His prayer during
the Last Supper, “May all of them be one!” (John 17:20).

At night, sheep belonging to different shepherds gather in
the same community pen, and they are all guarded by one
shepherd. The next morning, each shepherd, using his
own voice, calls out to his sheep and the sheep find their
respective owners and follow him. Therefore, Jesus said,
“My sheep hear my voice.”

Jesus is the shepherd that God sent to us, and His task is to
lead us all back into the embrace of God. In fact, we are all
from God, and will return to Him in the future. Angels
who did not want to live in God have left God, and they
plot to divert our ways of living away from God.

It can be said that it is in our nature to be able to hear
God’s messages. All we have to do is to keep peace in our
hearts, and ask for guidance from the Holy
Spirit. Consequently, Jesus will touch our hearts.
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“As I have loved you, so you also should love one
another.” (John 13:34)

“Love” is the infallible law of every religion, including the
Confucians, whose teaching is based on the idea of “not
doing onto others what you don't want to be done to you.”
However, the standard of “love” set up by Jesus is to be like
Him, until one’s death.

A good example would be the martyrs who sacrificed their
life for justice, peace, and religion. We can be sure that our
God is not asking all of us to become a martyr; however He
does require us to be a saint. “So be perfect, just as your
heavenly Father is perfect.”

“Perfect” refers to living out the life of the Holy Trinity.
“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet,
not as I will, but as you will.” “(The Spirit) will glorify me,
because he will take from what is mine and declare it to
you.” Apparently the Son of God and the Spirit have both
completely lived in the order of our Father. Similarly, the
goal of our life should also be part of the order of our
Father.

The creation of the world, the saving and sanctification of
the human race all come from the love of God. He also
wishes that we can display a sense of selfless love in our life
so that we can witness the genuineness, the goodness, and
the beauty of our God.
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“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit that the Father
will send in my name - he will teach you
everything and remind you of all that I told you.”

(John 14:26)

Jesus’ message to the humanity about the Kingdom of
Heaven stems from Our Father’s love. Jesus’ mission is to
bring us back to Our Father’s home. He said to His
disciples, “In my Father's house there are many dwelling
places. If there were not, would I have told you that I am
going to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come back again and take you to
myself, so that where I am you also may be.”

Before Jesus returns to take us back, He had brought the
Holy Spirit to continue His work, He said, “I will give you
another Advocate to be with you always.” He also said,
“The Holy Spirit will teach you what I have learned.”

Jesus knows we are forgetful, therefore He told us, “The
Holy Spirit will teach you everything and remind you of all
that I told you.” We may be familiar with Jesus’ words.
However, it is only possible through the Holy Spirit’s work
that these words can enter our hearts and change our life.

When we receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, the Holy
Spirit already enters our hearts. But in order for us to be
united with Our Father, we must work hard to live out
God’s Words and ask for the Holy Spirit’s help.
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“Stay in the city until you are clothed with power
from on high.” (Luke 24:49)

In the Gospel according to St. Luke, the Holy Spirit was
always around Jesus when He was baptized, and when He
was tempted by Satan, and when He was preaching the
Gospel. Jesus also wanted His disciples to follow the lead
of the Holy Spirit. Thus He wanted them to stay in the
city before the Holy Spirit arrived.

On the 50th day after the resurrection of Jesus (which is
also known as Pentecost), they were all in one place
together. And suddenly there came from the sky a noise
like a strong wind, and it filled the entire house in which
they were. Then there appeared to them tongues of fire,
which parted and came to rest on each one of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Later, Peter
bravely came out and proclaimed to a crowd. About three
thousand people were baptized on that day.

The preaching by the disciples was all related to the words
of the God. Therefore, it would be very hard for them to
proclaim the words of God to others unless they were
already living with God among them. When Jesus talked
about the Holy Spirit, He said, “This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees
Him nor knows Him. You know Him, because He abides
with you, and He will be in you.” (John 14:17) Our
mission is to keep the Spirit in our hearts. When we love
each other, the Holy Spirit will be living amongst us.
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“We suffer with him so that we may also be
glorified with him.” (Romans 8:17)

St. Paul spoke of Jesus’ suffering in his preaching, yet he
himself had experienced suffering as well. At one time he
was imprisoned, lost at sea and even homeless. Yet these
experiences only made him stronger. He was full of vigour
and joy as he continued to be a witness for God. Finally he
was beheaded in Rome. Jesus once said, ‘Whoever follows
me must bear his own cross.” The roads travelled by Jesus
were the roads of love. Therefore, He also invites us to
travel on this road of love. The love that Jesus spoke of is
unique and unconditional. He always reminded His
disciples that His purpose in this world was to carry out the
Father’s will.

The ‘glory’ that St. Paul spoke of refers to the complete joy
found in God the Father. The Blessed Trinity represents a
living that is completely devoted to others. When we are
able to sacrifice ourselves for others in the name of justice
and peace, our hearts will be inflamed with Jesus’ love,
because God is love. Whenever we are in the face of
difficulties and pain, Jesus becomes close to us; He does
not leave our side. In fact He would leave all ninety-nine
sheep to find the one that is lost. Therefore we are always
in Jesus’ heart — and that is especially true when things are
not going well.
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‘As proof that you are children, God sent the
spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying out,
“Abba, Father!””

(Galatians 4:6) [Communion Antiphon]

When Moses brought the Israelites out of Egypt, he raised
the Nehushtan (bronze snake) so that all who had been
bitten by snakes would be cured. Jesus also used the same
analogy to illustrate how everyone would follow Him once
He was raised on the cross.

The cross is the sign of God’s love for us. The Holy Son
once asked the Holy Father to take away His cup of
suffering but the Holy Father insisted that the Holy Son be
crucified on the cross in order to complete His sacrifice for
the salvation of humanity.

Therefore the Holy Spirit’s work is to strengthen our belief
in the fact that we are God’s children, so that we can truly
say from the bottom of our hearts, “Abba, Father!”

Hence, we should learn to trust God. He will never let us
become orphans no matter what the circumstance becomes
because through the Holy Spirit, Jesus will always be with
us.
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“And when the leftover fragments were picked
up, they filled twelve wicker baskets.” (Luke 9:17)

The miracle of five loaves and two fish was based on the
pity of Jesus on the human beings because there was no
food available to the crowd. On the other hand, He wanted
to prepare His disciples for the Sacrament of Eucharist that
He was going to set up. Luke described the incident as
follows, “Then taking the five loaves and the two fish, and
looking up to heaven, he said the blessing over them, broke
them, and gave them to the disciples,” which is the same as
how Jesus set up the Sacrament of Eucharist in the Cenacle
— “Then he took the bread, said the blessing, broke it, and
gave it to them.”

Jesus has promised the disciples that whoever follows Him
will receive a hundred times in return. If Jesus is so
generous already in terms of food, He will for sure be more
generous when it comes to the benefit of the soul of every
human being. Food can provide us with energy. The bread
and blood of Christ not only provide us with a healthy soul,
but it also allows the transformation of the life of human
beings to be similar to that of God.

We share the life of God through the Sacrament of
Eucharist. When our body returns to earth, the earth will
indirectly receive the blessing, because our body will
become the “body” of the earth. Thus, it won’t be difficult
to understand what is stated in the Book of Revelations,
“Behold, I make all things new.” (Revelations 21:5)
Everything is sanctified in Christ’s name.
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“Her many sins have been forgiven; hence, she
has shown great love.” (Luke 7:47)

According to the footnote from the Studium Biblicum, this
is neither the Mary from Bethany nor Mary
Magdalene.(Luke 8:2) Thus, it can be seen that Jesus is
willing to forgive anyone who is willing to repent.

Jesus stresses the extreme close relationship between “love”
and “forgiveness”. From the Gospel according to St. Luke,
“The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply, ‘Have
you no fear of God, for you are subject to the same
condemnation? And indeed, we have been condemned
justly, for the sentence we received corresponds to our
crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal.” Then he
said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” He replied to him, ‘Amen, I say to you, today
you will be with me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:40-43)

The sinful woman “bathed his feet with her tears, wiped
them with her hair, kissed them, and anointed them with
the ointment.” Her actions represent her respect to Jesus,

as well as the repentance to her sins.

“Love” requires us to treat others humbly.
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“And you, child, will be called prophet of the
Most High, for you will go before the Lord to
prepare his ways.” (Luke 1:76)

The expectation of Zechariah, father of St. John the
Baptist, was to have him become a prophet and prepare the
way for the Lord. He did not disappoint his father’s
wishes, as he went and baptized all those who repented, as
well as pointing out the mistakes of King Herod. Although
he was not afraid of power, it ultimately cost his life.

St. John the Baptist understood his role as the precursor of
Jesus. Thus he said to the crowd, “I am baptizing you with
water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy
to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire.”(Luke 3:16) Although St.
John the Baptist was filled with the Spirit, he realized that
the Messiah was Jesus Himself, so he said humbly, “He
must increase; I must decrease.” (John 3:30)

We can also be the precursor of Jesus. Through our actions
and words, we can live the Gospel and be witnesses of
Christ. The Chinese Martyrs who sacrificed their lives for
God are good examples.

190



FTFHREFMEIEREN , TERRXENE,
(3% 9:62)

EAEENHOTRERAERBEINEN  FEEHE

BIOELEHEHRR. ", FHREEFENIH ., R
X FBARESHERNRAL | BHRERAMEMREE
BEIRFEM.

BRRER  BREFERERE, X, BHREEEANRK
Mo MAEBRL AN RIKFED EHBHATE W,

HBME’J%IE%E%HF?E&T% HER , ERATRIERM
BITZE2RXENHG. T8 BHRERRMARE , BXE
A, KERER EE’JEEO

REEHNZEY  FETHERE HEE. HBHREATER
REMA  BEEFERERMAITETZR RARAK
Lt REPERAY AR RE . ERR L ERIBEAR S KBRS LAY
R, BERSR A B TERNEE , ARERA.

191



“No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks
back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”
(Luke 9:62)

The main idea behind this excerpt of the Gospel is - If we
are to follow the footsteps of Christ, we must courageously
venture ahead. There are those who said to Jesus, “Lord,
please let me bury my father.” Or “Lord, please let me bid
farewell to my family.” However, Jesus said those people
were not fit to follow him.

At first glance, it may seem that Jesus expects too much
from us. However, Jesus sees into our hearts and He can
see that those people, who give themselves a reason, are
only using an excuse to refuse His calling.

Jesus teaches us to follow the will of the Father, but not to
disobey the commandment to love our parents. However,
Jesus clarifies that God’s will should be prioritized over our
parents’ will.

To follow Christ, we need to courageously move forward.
Although Jesus will not abandon anyone of us, He also will
not relieve us of our cross to bear. This is because we are
all parts of the body of Christ. St. Paul once implored
Jesus to remove the thorns from his body. Jesus said to
him, “My grace should be enough!”
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“Everyone in the crowd sought to touch him
because power came forth from him and healed
them all.” (Luke 6:19)

People who came to look for Jesus had two goals; one was
to listen to His teachings, the other was to cure their
sicknesses. We may also say that people were trying to find
comfort in spirit and in body through Jesus.

Holy Words and prayers are equally important. The Holy
Words can help align our thoughts closer to that of Jesus’,
so that we can follow God’s will. When Jesus was tempted
to change stone into bread, He said to the Devil, “Man
shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that
proceeds out of the mouth of God.”

Whenever Jesus accepted God’s mission, He would find a
quiet place to pray alone. Before sacrificing Himself, He
invited His three disciples to pray with Him. Holy Words
help us to keep our faith when our heart is in distress;
prayers on the other hand help us to live in God’s embrace
when our spirit is barren.

Let us “try” to “touch” Jesus, “because power comes forth
from him and heals our infidelity.”

194



TRt R E B L (B8 10:37)

ME#AE OB RBANKSE  MABTER , KARR
BANSEMER, RANMTAR , BRI KRG
¥, EMREBIZENAR  TRERTR , BmER
THMAEERNITHE , RTEmX.

HERBEBHEFR , REBRMIET - ERRENRE , A
ZREUTRABMERLE , T8 , REHMWRB , REFR
RIENEY , RERTRN,

Rtz # , BRI ABIRRMANNE , ZRAZRETR
WEEN  EEBERMNEFNEE.

MHERVERESR  BEAT "HRARKEM. WE
AFE. BATRFAATHEENEEY  REREENE
%, BEMMAEREMAXEZET , BAREINER B
BREZENTRF

195



“Go and do likewise.” (Luke 10:37)

Jesus used the story of the good Samaritan to state that love
requires a person to ignore his/her own convenience and
needs. The Levite and the priest just passed by because
they were both religious representatives of Judaism. They
were afraid that they would become unclean after touching
the injured, thus affecting their work at the temple. As a
result, they passed by the opposite side.

God once asked Peter to eat some unclean animals in his
dream. Peter refused because he thought they were
unclean. However, God told him that nothing created by
God Himself was unclean.

Thus, Jesus used the story of the good Samaritan to stress
the importance of love, and that it exceeds our preference
or habit.

Jesus used a similar line of “Do this in memory of me”
when He instituted the Sacrament of Eucharist. We may
not completely understand the importance of love, or the
idea behind the Sacrament of the Eucharist. However,
Jesus still wants us to first put it into practice, because the
wisdom of God is among the action of love.

196



"RATRETRAN—F , BTREREMLFH
EEM, 1 (351042

BRERFITE R RAEEER, BEENGH , BAEE
EBUERAER  BHRBHTK , YAECHRERL B
HRBEA. £BE , BNEEFEREF , BREER
DEE , RUBREEEE,

BANEREMA-—ARFHER  DERMABESREZNE
&, EEERRNZH , ZRIREIRMALERE. B
EMEERIEIRMACERER  wEFSEHARM ,
EFERRMKRAE.

E-XRNREETHY , BARMANREASZ/H EFLERMFE
ETEB N, THEFHFRKR. T8, EEFERMHRRE
EBRS,

197



“Mary has chosen the better part and it will not
be taken from her.” (Luke 10:42)

Mary chose to follow Jesus closely. According to John,
Mary is the one who poured Jesus with perfumed oil and
dried His feet with her hair. In the past, Mary lived a
sinful life. However, she had repented and decided to
follow Jesus.

Mary showed us a very good example. That is, when we are
willing to follow God, we should give enough room for God
to reach the bottom of our heart and soul. When we allow
God to reach the bottom of our heart and soul, He will not
leave us nor will He allow us to fall.

Because we are weak, we need to work hard and start our

new life continuously. However, we still need to cooperate
humbly.
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“How much more will your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!"
(Luke 11:13)

These words tell us the best gift God gave to humanity is
the Holy Spirit. Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
Mary conceived Jesus; also through the power of the Holy
Spirit, Simeon prophesied that a sword would pierce
through Mary’s heart and soul. When Jesus was being
baptized and when He fasted for forty days in the
wilderness, the Holy Spirit also was present with Him.

Jesus once candidly said to his disciples, “I still have many
things to say to you, but you cannot bear them
now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He
will guide you into all truth.” (John 16:12-13)

After Pentecost, Peter urged the crowds in Jerusalem,
“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)

Our hearts can only change in the Holy Spirit.
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“This is how it will be with anyone who stores up
things for himself but is not rich toward God."
(Luke 12 : 21)

“This is how it will be..” refers to the previous passage,
which pointed out that these people are foolish.

One can see that the example that Jesus raised is applicable
to our daily life. Just when we think that our life is
comfortable and we can relax, or when we think of the days
ahead and decide to procrastinate — but Jesus tells us that
these are foolish thoughts.

Jesus also said, “Do not worry about tomorrow, the cross
you bear today is enough.” In other words, live one day at
a time and use the time wisely. If we are to live in God, we
must live in God’s will. God is eternal; and eternally in
the present. If we understand how to live out God’s will in
the present, then we will be living in God.

The original sin has limited the human perspective to
become more self-centered. ‘God’ and ‘neighbours’ are no
longer the objects of our focus. However, the grace that
Jesus bestows on us invites us to foster the relationship
between ‘God’ and ‘neighbours’.
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“Much will be required of the person entrusted
with much, and still more will be demanded of
the person entrusted with more.” (Luke 12:48)

These Holy Words are similar to the idea of “your returns
will be higher if you work harder.” However, the
difference is that the latter idea means that you may lessen
your workload if you desire less returns. Nonetheless, Jesus
reminded us that “much will be required of the person
entrusted with much” means that we should make good use
of the blessings God has given us.

Following Jesus’ footsteps is not a task of will. Jesus knows
we tend to take the easier path, hence He once stressed that
God’s kingdom needed to be taken by force. Yet we need
not be afraid because God has already given us enough
blessings to take up this task, the question is if we are
trying our best.

We may not believe that God has high expectations of us.

But it is a fact that every one of us is God’s child, why
would He not provide us with the best?
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“Do you think that I have come to establish peace
on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.”
(Luke 12:51)

From the look of it, the above verse from today’s Gospel
seems to be the exact opposite of Jesus’ prayer, in which He
asked “may all be one”. So, what does it mean by
“division”?

Jesus once told us the parable of the sower. Some seeds fell
on the path, some fell on rocky ground, some fell among
thorns, but some fell on rich soil. It is very hard for the
seeds sown by God into our hearts to bear fruits because of
all the external temptations in this world.

Jesus also once said, “No one can serve two masters. You
cannot serve God and mammon.” Thus, when a person is
willing to follow God, tests from the world will come one
after another. The “division” as described by Jesus refers
to the contradiction produced between the stand-off
between mankind and God in this real world.

The crucified Christ was the climax of these contradictions
from the mankind. However, Jesus told us, “I have
conquered the world!”

Jesus’ victory does not come from violence against violence.
Instead, He conquers his opponents by being meek and
humble. In order to reach this goal, let us pray to God,
“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit!”
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“For behold, some are last who will be first, and
some are first who will be last.” (Luke 13:30)

Jesus is not asking us to compare ourselves to others. Every
one of us has a different kind of grace from God. St. Paul
once encouraged himself to work hard and while spreading
the Gospel to others, that he himself would not be
abandoned outside heaven.

Jesus once told a parable where two people went to a temple
to pray, and the Pharisee took up his position and spoke
this prayer to himself, 'O God, I thank you that I am not
like the rest of humanity - greedy, dishonest, adulterous...I
fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my whole income.’
But the tax collector beat his breast and prayed, ‘O God, be
merciful to me a sinner.! Jesus taught us that the latter
went home justified, not the former; for everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles
himself will be exalted.

Therefore, in order for us to tirelessly walk the road of

sanctification, we need to have a humble heart to admit any
wrongdoings and have the courage to start over repeatedly.
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“Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind.”
(Luke 14:13)

Jesus once said, “Love one another, as I have loved you.”
He wants us to love everyone unconditionally. We are now
living in a society that is based on substance, and the
return rate is often the measuring stick of our decision-
making. Thus Jesus specifically wants us not to worry
about the reaction of others.

In order for us to accept different kinds of neighbours,
Jesus wants us to understand that He is willing to be
present on anybody. “Whatever you did for one of these
least brothers of mine, you did it for me.”

Although Jesus wants us to invite the poor, the crippled,
the lame, and the blind to the banquet, He does not mean
to ask us to ignore those who are rich, healthy, and those
who can see, as it has been stated in the Gospel that “For
he makes his sun to shine on bad and good people alike.”
To put it simply, “Without cost you have received; without
cost you are to give.”

When we know how to love unconditionally, we have

received all the rewards because we are living out the life of
God.
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